WE ALL HAVE A HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
· In this world many people experience a sense of hopelessness
· We all need to have a hope for the future
· Hope gives us a sense of anticipation for the future
· Without hope the future can seem bleak
· We all at times will experience times when we seem to be experiencing insurmountable problems – relationship problems, financial challenges or health issues
· However because of what Jesus did on the cross, we all have a hope and a future
· WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH ABLE AND WILLING TO HELP US IN OUR LIVES. 

· As Christians we serve a God who is not distant but who wants to be an intimate part of all that we do
I will begin by looking at a passage of Scripture in the book of Jeremiah:
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
“Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.” (Jeremiah 29:12)
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)

TODAY I WANT TO SHARE FOUR REASONS WHY WE ALL HAVE A HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
1) WE HAVE A GOD WHO LOVES US INCREDIBLY
King David had a great love for God and knew God’s great love for him. In Psalm 145 he wrote, 

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.”  (Psalm 145:8-9)
· God gave His best to have a relationship with us
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
· Jesus gave His life for us that we might live for ever

Jesus Himself said,
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)
Jesus chose to take of His glory in heaven and to enter this darkened world to seek and to save that which was lost

He bled and died on the Cross at Calvary to pay the penalty for our sins. On the third day He arose from the dead triumphantly.
In the book of Hebrews we read, “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)
THE PROPHET ISAIAH SHARED ABOUT THE SUFFERING THAT JESUS CHRIST WOULD GO THROUGH AS HE TOOK UPON HIMSELF THE WRATH OF GOD FOR OUR SINS – AS HE DIED TO SET US FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF SIN, SICKNESS AND DEATH.

“Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more that any man, and His form more that the sons of men; so shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; For what had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall consider.” (Isaiah 52:14-15)

“He is despised and rejected by men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” (Isaiah 53:3) 
“Surely He has born our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for out iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.   (Isaiah 53:4-5) 
“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So he opened not His mouth.”    (Isaiah 53:7)
· The Father heart of God is to see us all living a life which is full of purpose and meaning. Jesus Himself said,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
·      God’s love is perfect and He is unchanging

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
· God is absolutely faithful – He promises to never leave nor forsake those who put their faith and trust in Him

· God does not want us to be encumbered and burdened down by the cares of this world, but He wants us to cast our cares upon Him
· We can always depend on the love and faithfulness of God. Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature”

So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 
2) WITH GOD NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE

Jesus said,

“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)

· We have a God who answers our prayers
The Apostle John wrote, 

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. (1 John 5:14-15)
· God is able to pull us out of the deepest of pits

King David wrote, 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems you life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)
· God can make a way where there seems no way

· For the creator of the universe nothing is impossible 
Jesus said,
“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
3) GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

· We did not come into this world just to get by. God has a plan and purpose for every person which will give us a hope and a future

· No person that ever came into this world has ever been a mistake. Every person has been formed in their mother’s womb uniquely different with a God given destiny.  

· The moment we give our life to Jesus Christ we begin to enter into God’s plan and purpose for our life

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· Our past failures will never rob us from having a future in God

· Step by step God’s plan for our life unfolds as we continue to put our trust in the Lord
· God’s plan for our life will always be full of purpose and meaning 
· If we choose to faithfully follow God’s plan for our life we will do things far greater than we could ever imagine

· God has always used very ordinary people empowered by His Spirit to do great and mighty things for Him. 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, 
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
4) WE HAVE AN ETERNAL HOPE

Jesus said,

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...”  (John 11:25-26) 
In the book of Revelations we also read,

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, not crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)

“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.” (Revelation 21:7)
HOWEVER IN THIS LIFE WE ALL NEED TO MAKE A CHOICE TO FOLLOW JESUS AND TO ENTER THE NARROW GATE THAT LEADS TO LIFE. 

JESUS MADE THIS VERY CLEAR WHEN HE SAID,
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

In this life there is a war on for every person’s soul.

· The Devil will do everything that he can to prevent a person from receiving the GIFT of eternal life

· He will tempt people

· He will lie about God and blame God for things

· He will try and make you believe that you don’t need God

· He will do everything that he can to pull you to hell

· He will cause people to reject you for wanting to become a Christian

· In this world which is becoming more and more unhappy and which is seeing more and more suffering, the devil will use any means he can to keep you away from entering into a relationship with Jesus Christ
· DUE TO THE FALL OF MAN EVERY PERSON WILL HAVE A TENDENCY TO WANT TO DO THEIR OWN THING INDEPENDENT OF GOD PRIOR TO BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10a-12)
“Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they have practiced deceit”; “The poison of asps is under their lips”; Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” Their feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and misery are in their ways; And the way of peace they have not known.” There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:13-18)

GOD HOWEVER LONGS TO HAVE AN ETERNAL RELATIONSHIP WITH EVERY PERSON

God wants every person to have a life which is full of purpose and meaning. HIS DESIRE IS THAT NONE WOULD PERISH

The Bible makes this very clear:

Jesus Himself said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16-18)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8)
TODAY JESUS IS KNOCKING AT THE DOOR OF YOUR HEART. IF YOU HAVE NEVER GIVEN YOUR LIFE TO HIM TODAY IS THE DAY OF YOUR SALVATION.
TODAY IF YOU ARE STRUGGLING IN YOUR CHRISTIAN WALK YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT JESUS IS FOR YOU AND WANTS TO SEE YOU LEADING A LIFE FULL OF RECOMMIT YOUR LIFE TO HIM, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
Because Jesus Christ conquered the grave we all have a hope and a future. Because He lives we can face tomorrow. 

I want to finish by reading a short story about an old violin.

The Touch Of The Master's Hand 

'Twas battered and scarred and the auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 
But he held it up with a smile. 

"What am I bid, good folk?" he cried. 
"Who'll start the bidding for me? 
A dollar, a dollar ... now two ... only two ... 
Two dollars, and who'll make it three? 

"Three dollars once, three dollars twice, 
Going for three" ... but no! 
From the room far back a gray-haired man 
Came forward and picked up the bow. 

Then wiping the dust from the old violin 
And tightening up the strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet, 
As sweet as an angel sings. 

The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 
Said, "What am I bid for the old violin?" 
As he held it up with the bow. 

"A thousand dollars ... and who'll make it two? 
Two...two thousand, and who'll make it three? 
Three thousand once and three thousand twice ... 
Three thousand and gone!" said he. 

The people cheered, but some exclaimed 
"We do not quite understand ... 
What changed it's worth?" and the answer came: 
" 'Twas the touch of the master's hand." 

And many a man with soul out of tune 
And battered and scarred by sin 
Is auctioned cheap by the thoughtless crowd 
Just like the old violin. 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 
The worth of a soul, and the change that is wrought 
By the touch of the master's hand. 

O Master! I am the tuneless one 
Lay, lay Thy hand on me, 
Transform me now, put a song in my heart 
Of melody, Lord, to Thee! 

~ Myra Brooks Welch ~
