WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE

(Making our lives count: God’s way)

Jesus told “THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS”

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travelling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.  And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.  (Matthew 25:14-15)

“But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his Lord’s money.”  (Matthew 25:18)

“After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.”  (Matthew 25:19)

“…He who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.”  (Matthew 25:20)

“He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.”  (Matthew 25:22)

The lord commended them both for being faithful over a few things, and made them ruler over many things and told them both to, enter into the joy of your Lord.  (Matthew 25:21,23)

But to the servant who buried his talent (Who was referred to as a wicked and lazy servant), his lord said, “Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.  For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (Matthew 25:28-30)

IN THIS PARABLE JESUS ADDRESSES THE FACT THAT GREAT JOY COMES FROM SERVING HIM, WHILST GREAT REMORSE AND REGRETS WILL COME FROM FORFEITING ONE’S REWARD FOR COMMITTED SERVICE IN GOD’S KINGDOM (Through burying ones gifts and talents and not using them for God’s glory)

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”.  (1 John 3:16)

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”   (Ephesians 2:10)

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.  These things I command you, that you love one another” (John 15:16-17)
JESUS WAS THE EXAMPLE (He said to His disciples)
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.  Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.  And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave- just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  (Matthew 20:26-28)

HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR LIVES COUNT

(So that our lives will bear fruit for all eternity)

1) We must let our light so shine before men
“You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16)
2) By Serving Others (With God’s love)

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  (Galatians 5:13)

GOD’S LOVE IS IN OUR HEARTS ONCE WE BECOME A CHRISTIAN

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  (Romans 5:5)

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”  (Galatians 6:9)

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.”  (Philippians 2:3)

3) Using Our God Given Gifts and Abilities (We are all unique)
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” 

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.  Having than gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them:”

“If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us   use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:3:8)
4) Where God Places us

“But now God has set the members each one of them, in the body just as He pleased…And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:18,26)

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)
5) To lead people to Christ and to build up others
LEADING PEOPLE TO CHRIST
“And he who wins souls is wise.”  (Proverbs 11:30a)

The Apostle Paul said to those in Colosse,

“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labour, striving to His working which works in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:28-29)
The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things.”  (Romans 10:15a)
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  (Romans 1:16)
BUILDING UP OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE LORD
“Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.”  (1 Corinthians 14:12)
 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of he body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

To a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-Christ from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by WHAT EVERY JOINT SUPPLIES, ACCORDING TO THE EFFECTIVE WORKING BY WHICH EVERY PART DOES ITS SHARE, causes growth of the body for the edifying or itself in LOVE.”  (Ephesians 4:11-16)                    
WE ARE A TEAM
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25)
6) Through laying down our lives for others

Jesus said “For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother.”  (Mark 3:35)

“The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.  Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”             (John 12:23a-25)

7) Knowing that your labour for the Lord is not in vain
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58)

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.  If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.”  (John 12:26)
IN A WORLD FULL OF TEMPTATIONS AND DISTRACTIONS HOW DO WE KEEP UP OUR PASSION TO SERVE JESUS AND OTHERS

1) Living for Jesus is a DAILY CHOICE

2) We need to Delight ourselves in the Lord (A true worshipper)

3) We need to set our minds on things above (Keep our eyes on Jesus)

4) We have to guard our eyes and ears from worldly things

5) We need to meditate on things which are wholesome and edifying

6) We must COMMIT to following God’s plan for your life

7) We need to have an obedient and repentant heart (Keep short accounts with God)
8) We must continually choose to walk in love towards others  

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy- meditate on these things.  (Philippians 4:8)
“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:4)  “Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)
“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few.”  (Matthew 9:37a)
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