The importance of loving and serving others
There is a common saying that people do not care how much you know but they want to know how much you care.  In a world which is full of self-centredness and superficial relationships, our ability to love and care for the people in our lives and community will have a great impact in helping to see our friends, colleagues, villages, cities  and nations coming to Christ.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “...Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.”                    (1 Corinthians 8:1)
Jesus Himself said, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 12:35)

Jesus also said, “...whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”              (Matthew 20:26-28)

THOSE WHO ARE COMMITTED TO LAYING DOWN THEIR LIVES FOR JESUS CHRIST AND LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS, WILL MAKE A GREAT IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF MANY OTHERS.
Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

PEOPLE LIKE MOTHER THERESE WHO HAVE LAID DOWN THEIR LIFE FOR OTHERS HAVE HAD AN INCREDIBLE IMPACT NOT ONLY ON COMMUNITES BUT NATIONS.

EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US HAS ONE LIFE IN WHICH WE CAN STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY.

Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

AT THE END OF EVERY PERSONS LIFE THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERS IS “WHERE WILL THEY SPEND ETERNITY”
IF WE DON’T MAKE A DELIBERATE DAILY CHOICE TO LIVE FOR CHRIST AND TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS AS WE LOVE AND SERVE THEM, THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD WILL SO EASILY DISTRACT US FROM THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE, HELPING TO SEE OTHERS COME TO CHRIST AND THEN BECOMING MATURE BELIEVERS

The book of Proverbs says, “...And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

The bible also says, “Those who are wise shall shine life the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3)  

THE BIBLE SAYS MUCH ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS
· LOVE FULFILLS THE LAW  (Galatians 5:13-15)
· THE GREATEST GIFT IS LOVE  (1 Corinthians 13)

· THE IMPERATIVE OF LOVE  (1 John 3:10-15)

· THE OUTWORKING OF LOVE  (1 John 3:16-23)
· JESUS DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED BUT TO SERVE  (Matthew 20:20-28)
· LOVE IS ALSO PRACTICAL AND IS DEMONSTRATED WHEN WE CHOOSE TO HELP AND SERVE OTHERS.  (Acts 4:32-35)

· LOVE IS TRULY MANIFESTED WHEN WE LEARN TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES TO ENCOURAGE AND SERVE OTHERS  (John 15:13) (John 12:24-26) (Galatians 2:20)

ONE OF THE GREATEST BATTLES IN LIFE INVOLVES THE ENEMY TARGETING OUR MINDS AND THOUGHT LIFE.  FOR CHRISTIANS, THIS BATTLE INTENSIFIES THE MOMENT WE BECOME A CHRISTIAN AND PARTICULARLY WHEN WE BEGIN TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS.

When we become a Christian, the Devil no longer has dominion (control) over our life.  We have been set free and become a part of God’s family, and have a God ordained destiny and plan for our life. (Ephesians 2:10)

However the Devil will try and distract us from fulfilling our God given destiny, as every Believer has the potential to help see many others coming to Christ as they share the Gospel in love with others throughout their life.

Our love for others is the key to seeing unbelievers coming to Christ.  This is why the devil will try and cause Christians to develop strongholds in their mind such us unforgiveness towards certain people, which when not dealt with, will ultimately develop into negative and critical heart ATTITUDES towards others. The Bible makes it clear that what is in our heart has a great impact on what we say (Matthew 12:34) and how we relate to others and what we become in life. During trials we can become either better or bitter. 
The Book of Proverbs says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23) The devil knows the best way of sidetracking Christians and stopping them from laying down their lives fully for the cause of Christ. Typically the devil will target certain areas in the life of a Christian to try and prevent them from wholeheartedly living for Christ and from loving others with the unconditional love of Christ.
TYPICALLY THE DEVIL WILL TARGET THE MINDS OF CHRISTIANS TO TRY AND PREVENT THEM FROM LOVING OTHERS WITH THE UNCONDITIONAL LOVE OF CHRIST AS WELL AS TRYING TO STOP THEM FROM SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH OTHERS BY:
· Making the things (pleasures) of this world look attractive 
· Trying to make people envious or jealous of others 
· By filling people with pride   
· Creating a barrier between people through unforgiveness

· Using fear to prevent people from reaching out to others
· Magnifying the cares of this world to preoccupy the minds of Christians, or 

· By filling a Christian’s life with ceaseless activity which prevents them from spending enough time with God to get His heart and love for the lost.
THERE ARE SEVERAL KEYS AND DISCIPLINES WHICH CAN HELP US TO LOVE AND SERVE OTHERS
FIRSTLY, THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT FOR CHRISTIANS, HIS (GOD’S) LOVE IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS (Romans 5:5) 
HOW THEN CAN WE ENSURE THAT THIS LOVE CONTINUES TO FLOW THROUGH OUR LIVES TO ENCOURAGE AND BUILD UP OTHERS: 
1) WE MUST CONTINUALLY CHOOSE TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT (Galatians 5:16) (Galatians 5:25)

2) WE MUST BE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT (Galatians 5:22-23) (Ephesians 1:17-18)
It is the key to having the grace and love to bear with the faults and differences in others
3) WE NEED TO RENEW OUR MINDS WITH THE WORD OF GOD (Romans 12:2) (Joshua 1:8)
4) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A WORSHIPPER (John 4:23-24) (Acts 16:19-22 & Acts 16:25-26)
5) THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTEEMING OTHERS BETTER THAN YOURSELF (Philippians 2:2-4)   (James 3:13-16)  (Matthew 16:24-25)
6) OUR LOVE AND AFFECTION FOR JESUS MUST ALWAYS BE OUR GREATEST PRIORITY (Mark 12:30) (Psalm 37:4) (John 15:4-5) (Proverbs 3:5-6)

7) WE MUST CHOOSE DAILY TO DIE TO SELF AND TO LIVE FOR CHRIST (Luke 9:23)

8) THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER (SEEKING GOD’S  HELP TO CHANGE) (Ephesians 3:14-19) (Ephesians 1:15-23) (Colossians 1:9-11)

9) THE IMPORTANCE OF PUTTING ON THE ARMOUR OF GOD (Ephesians 6:10-17, 19-20)

10) THE IMPORTANCE OF PLEADING THE BLOOD OF JESUS OVER OUR FINANCES, EMOTIONS, MIND, WILL AND BODY
11) THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS WISELY   (Proverbs 12:26) (Proverbs 16:28) (Proverbs 22:24-25) (1 Corinthians 15:33) 

· The importance of spending time with people who have good fruit in their life and Godly character. The book of proverbs says, “The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom...” (Proverbs 10:31) 

· We must guard against allowing ungodly associations or influences into our life.  We must not spend too much time with people who are gossips, (Proverbs 16:28) who are constantly angry and contentious (Proverbs 17:1) or who are prone to being constantly judgmental of others. (Proverbs 10:18) (Matthew 7:1-5)
· The importance of having Godly partnerships, especially when choosing a marriage partner as a Believer. (2 Corinthians 6:14)
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