The importance of COMMITMENT in
our walk with the Lord
Commitment in our walk with
the Lord is crucial if we are to:
i) To fulfil God’s destiny and plan for our life
ii) To endure to the end and finish
our Christian walk strongly, and
iii) Shine brightly in this world and make an
eternal difference in the lives of many

Jesus Himself said,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

Even in the world people know the importance of
COMMITMENT and the importance of having a
commitment to excellence and to caring for people if
they are to succeed in business
I could not help to notice the tag on my new
shoes and the manufacturers promise to it’s customers:
“At Caterpillar, we build the machines that help our customers
build a better world. Your new CAT footwear is built with the
same commitment – to meet the demands of your busy
lifestyle and individual attitude. CAT footwear is constructed
with quality materials such as premium leathers,...”

How we too, need to have the same commitment to
excellence (Shining for Jesus) and in caring for others in
our walk with the Lord so that we too can help to build a
better world during our time here on earth

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

• God has so much planned for our life - A unique
plan full of purpose and meaning that will
make an eternal difference in the lives of many
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk
in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

Jesus Himself said,
“... I have come that they may have life, and that
they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

• God is never limited by our ability, only our
availability
• If we remain committed to following God’s
blueprint for our life, we will see Him opening up
incredible doors of opportunity to make a great
difference in this world for eternity – We must
simply not limit what God wants
to do in and through our lives
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)

• Every believer has the potential to make a
great difference in this world for eternity.
• However as believers we are also in a very real
spiritual contest. The devil will continually try
and prevent us from fully embracing all that
God has planned for our life and will try and
destroy our lives if he can

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in
the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are
experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”
(1 Peter 5:8-9)

• Without commitment in our walk with the
Lord we will never reach our full potential in
Christ and make a great difference in our
world for ETERNITY

• Consistency and COMMITMENT in our walk
with the Lord is crucial if our lives are to make
a difference in this world for eternity

Jesus Himself said,
“No one, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)
Once we come to Christ we need to be
committed to continually moving forward at all
times into what God has planned for our life

We must learn to let go of our past regrets and
disappointments and fully entrust our future to
the Lord and simply allow Him to direct our
steps in life

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“Not that I have already attained, or am already
perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of
that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.
Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead,
I press toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 3:12-14)

The Christian walk is always an overcoming
walk. In the book of Revelation Jesus clearly
emphasised the importance of being an over
comer in our walk with Him:
“He who overcomes, I will make a pillar in the
temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I
will write on him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven
from My God. And I will write on
him My new name.”
(Revelation 3:12)

• WHEN trials come our way in life
we must refuse to shrink back
• It is during the trials of life that we grow must in our
faith and in character if we choose to become
better rather than bitter during our struggles and
challenges
• Sometimes the greatest tests and challenges in our
life come on the point of a breakthrough in our life
• This is why we must always be committed to never
giving up on what God has planned for our life

COMMITMENT IN OUR WALK
WITH THE LORD HELPS US TO:
i.

Face and overcome our fears that would try and
stop us from stepping out into all that God has
planned for our life

i.

Overcome the temptations and distractions that
the enemy would use to try and sidetrack us
from fulfilling God's plan for our life

COMMITMENT IN OUR WALK WITH
THE LORD ALSO HELPS US TO:
iii. Remain focused on things above and in
following God's plan for our life during times of
trials and discouragement, and
If we are to fulfil our God given destiny in life we
need to be continually committed to keeping our
focus on the eternal things and in investing our
lives in storing up treasures in heaven.
Without this ongoing commitment the things of
this world will continually pull us away from
what God has planned for our life

• COMMITMENT HELPS US TO FULLY EMBRACE
GOD'S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE - Many are called
but few are chosen.

• COMMITMENT in our walk with the Lord helps
us to continually embrace the God given
opportunities that come our way in life to
make a difference in our world for ETERNITY

I will now quickly look at some areas in our life
and walk with the Lord in which commitment is
crucial if we are to become all that God has
planned for our life and for our lives to make a
great difference in our world for ETERNITY

1) We need to be continually committed to
allowing Jesus to be Lord in EVERY area
of our life

• God knows what we need in life and what is
best for us in every area of our life

• Commitment to a life of obedience to God's
will for our life is a key to consistently seeing
God's favour and blessing upon our life

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And
lean not on your own understanding; In all
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall
direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

In the book of Isaiah we read,
“If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat
the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts
will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)

• God will never force His will upon us
• But God’s will and plan for our life is far higher
than ours (Ephesians 3:20) (Isaiah 55:8-9)

• If we commit out plans to Him He will establish
our thoughts and impress upon our hearts the
things which He has planned for our life

LIVING FOR THE LORD NEEDS TO BE A DAILY CHOICE
- Every day God has things planned for our life
- God’s plan for our life unfolds one step at a time
Jesus Himself emphasised what true discipleship
really involved – To live a life that was FULLY
consecrated to Him. Jesus said to His disciples,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake will save it. “For what
profit is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and is himself destroyed
or lost.” (Luke 9:23-25)

King David wrote,
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the
LORD and He delights in his way. Though he fall,
he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD
upholds him with His hand.” (Psalm 37:23-24)

2) We need to be committed to quickly
forgiving all those that have hurt us.
This is a great key to:
- MAINTAINING Emotional health
- Having healthy relationships with others

- To seeing our prayers not being hindered
- To maintaining an intimate walk with the Lord, and
- To seeing God use us in a mighty way. As believers
we have been given the ministry of reconciliation

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us
to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation.”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

• Jesus clearly emphasised the importance of
loving all people, even our enemies, and to
continually forgiving others
Jesus said, “But I say to you who hear: Love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you.”
(Luke 6:27-28)

In Matthew 18:21-22 we see Jesus emphasising to
Peter the importance of continually forgiving others
“Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up
to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times
seven.” (Matthew 18:21-22)

Jesus made it clear that we were to always
forgive others at all times when He said,
“And whenever you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive him, that
your Father in heaven may also forgive you
your trespasses. But if you do not forgive,
neither will your Father in heaven forgive your
trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)

• We must simply refuse to allow
offenses to enter our heart

• We must continually keep a soft heart towards
God and others
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it
spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

• We need to continually look for the best in
others and choose to love others at all times

Jesus clearly emphasised the importance of
loving others when He said,
“A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (John 13:34-35)

• Jesus Himself also warned of the damaging
consequences of unforgiveness when He said in
relation to the times just prior to His return,
“And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another. Then many
false prophets will rise up and deceive many.”
(Matthew 24:10-11)

• We must simply be committed to forgiving all
those who have hurt or disappointed us in life

Jesus gave us two great commandments for life
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with
all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.”
(Mark 12:30)

“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)
It is in the doing of the first commandment that we
have the ability to do the second commandment and
to continually love and forgive others.

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
put on tender mercies, kindness, humility,
meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one
another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has
a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all
these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfection.” (Colossians 3:12-14)

3) We need to be committed to TRUSTING
God at all times and in all circumstances - For
with God nothing will be impossible
• We must refuse to be anxious about things in life
and learn not to panic and react out of fear when
confronted with challenging circumstances
• God is always able to give us the wisdom and help
that we need in every circumstance
• We need to learn to commit our
cares to the Lord and to continually
seek Him for guidance and wisdom

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

We can trust in God’s faithfulness
and ability to help us at all times.
If we commit our future into His hands
all that He has planned for our life will come to pass.
King David wrote,
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land,
and feed on His faithfulness. Delight yourself also
in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your
heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in
Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)

We need to learn to simply trust God in all
circumstances and at all times and allow Him to
guide and direct our steps in life

In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And
whose hope is the Lord. For he shall be like a
tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its
roots by the river, And will not fear when heat
comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be
anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease
from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

• Simply trusting God in every area of our life is a
key to maintaining permanent peace in our
heart and mind no matter what we may be
going through in life

In the book of Isaiah we read,
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in
the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is
everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

4) We need to be committed to a lifestyle
of prayer
• Prayer-less people are powerless people
• We have a God who hears
and answers our prayers.
The Apostle John wrote,
“Now this is the confidence that
we have in Him, that if we ask anything according
to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we have asked of Him.
(1 John 5:14-15)

Prayer has the potential to move the mountains
in our life – To bring about the breakthroughs
that we need in our life
Jesus Himself said,
“Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be
cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart,
but believes that those things he says will be done,
he will have whatever he says.”
“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask
when you pray, believe that you receive them, and
you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)

It is so important that we refuse to keep talking
about the problems in our life all that time and
that we simply keep persevering in prayer until
we see the breakthroughs needed
• Jesus shared about the importance of
persevering in our prayer life in the
Parable of the Persistent widow
“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always
ought to pray and not lose heart, saying “There was
in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor
regard man. Now there was a widow in that city;
and she came to him saying, ‘Get justice for me
from my adversary.’” (Luke 18:1-3)

“And he would not for a while; but afterward he
said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God not
regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I
will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she
weary me’”
Then the Lord said, “Hear what the
unjust judge said,
“And shall God not avenge His own
elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He
bears long with them?”
“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He
really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:4-8)

5) We need to be committed to continually
building our lives on the wisdom and
promises contained in God's Word
It is a great key to being blessed (in every area of
our life) and to prospering in all that we do in life.
The LORD said to Joshua as he was about to lead
the Children of Israel into the Promised Land
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that
you may observe to do according to all that is written
in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and
then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

Being both a hearer and DOER of the Word helps us to
build our lives on a firm foundation so that
when trials come our way in our life we
remain strong and do not stumble and fall
Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and
does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and
does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and
it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

• God will also speak direction into our lives when we
spend time in His Word.

• Life is full of choices. Every day we
need wisdom for life
• God speaks clearly to us through His Word as the
Holy Spirit highlights passages of Scripture that
relate to our circumstances and prayer requests
In the book of Psalms we read, “Your word is a lamp
to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
“Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity
have dominion over me.” (Psalm 119:133)

Spending time in God’s Word helps us to remain
strong in our faith and to be prepared for the
ministry that God has planned for our life – Every
believer has an important ministry
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Spending time in God’s Word is important for
every believer, especially given the times that we
are now living in

6) We need to be committed to taking steps
of faith as we learn to follow the guidance
of the Holy Spirit at all times
• God's best plan for our life will
always involve taking steps of
faith and having to confront our fears
• Without faith it is impossible to please God.

• God moves when we move

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

• It is as we step out by faith to do what God calls
us to do that we see the miracles and
supernatural provision and God opening up doors
that no man can close
• Stepping out by faith requires us to learn to
depend on God's enabling power to
do the things that He is calling us to do
In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

• We need to learn to depend on the leading and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is a key to
continually remaining in centre of God’s will for
our life

Jesus Himself said,
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to
come.” (John 16:13)

When we continually depend on the guidance of
the Holy Spirit in our life we can be assured that:
• Where the LORD leads He will always provide
• That God will empower us by His Spirit
to do all that He calls us to do in life
• That God is able to open up doors
that no man can close
• That we will continually have wisdom to make
right choices in life, and
• That no situation is ever impossible for God

7) The importance of being committed to
fellowshipping with other believers
• We cannot live out our
Christian Walk in isolation.
• Separated from other believers our fire and
passion for the things of God will quickly
dwindle
• We are now living in the lawless times that
Jesus spoke about that would exist just
prior to His return

Jesus Himself said, “And because lawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who
endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)
The Apostle Paul wrote in relation to these times,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness
but denying its power. And from such
people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

• We all need continual encouragement from other
believers to help us to remain strong in our faith
• With the imminent return of the Lord
fellowshipping with other believers is more
crucial than ever before

• Being accountable to other Christians is a
necessity in the times that
we are now living in.

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
And let us consider one another in order to stir up
love and good works, not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as
you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

8) We need to be continually committed to
finishing what God has called us to do in
EVERY season of our life
• There are different seasons in our life
• God’s plan for our life unfolds over time

• It is always easy to start something that God calls
us to do, but we will need perseverance to
complete what He has called us to do as we will
invariably experience spiritual opposition

• As Christians we need to have courage and
commitment to do what God has called us to do
in life if we are to COMPLETE the
tasks that He gives us to do in life

• Whenever we are making an eternal difference in
the lives of others we can expect opposition from
the enemy – often through him trying to bring
strife and discouragement into our lives
• It is as we faithfully complete the
tasks that God gives us to do, that He
entrusts to us greater responsibilities

• Like Jesus we need to be committed to completing
what God has planned for our life
• At the beginning of His ministry
here on earth Jesus said,
“My food is to do the will of Him
who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

• Near the end of His time here on
earth Jesus prayed to His Father in Heaven,
“I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the
work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

• Because of Nehemiah’s commitment to rebuilding
the wall around the city of Jerusalem, despite
much opposition, the wall was completed in just 52
days. We can see this commitment below:

When Sanballat and Geshem tried to get Nehemiah
to stop the construction of the wall by getting him
to meet with them, Nehemiah said to them,
“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot
come down. Why should the work cease
while I leave it and go down to you?”
(Nehemiah 6:3)

• The enemy will continually try and distract and
discourage us from completing what God has
called us to do in life

• We must choose to be always committed to
completing what God has called us to do in life
• It is in the completing of God’s plan for our life
that our lives will make an eternal difference in
the lives of many others – EVERY believer has
an important part to play in the Body of Christ

9) The importance of being committed to
being continually filled with the Holy Spirit
• As we give out to others we need to be
continually filled ourselves afresh with Holy
Spirit ourselves

• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit
empowers us to be effective in witnessing to
and sharing our faith with others and to
completing the tasks that God gives us in life

In the book of Acts we read,
“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power, who went about
doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with
Him.” (Acts 10:38)

Being continually filled with all the fullness of
God helps us to live an overcoming and
victorious Christian life

The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance
of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what is the width and length and depth and height
- to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)

“And do not be drunk with wine,
in which is dissipation; but be filled
with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

10) The importance of being committed in all of
our significant relationships
• We must not give up easily on people
• We need to be loyal and committed
in all of our significant relationships
• The enemy will always try and break down
relationships in families and between believers.
We need to appreciate and cherish our significant
relationships. Especially those closest to us.
• We need to continually work on building up and
strengthening our key relationships in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good
things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as
much as depends on you, live
peaceably with all men.”
(Romans 12:17-18)

Having good friendships and relationships is a
great part of enjoying the life and life more
abundantly that Jesus spoke of. Spending quality
time in developing our key relationships is a
great investment - We need to learn to value and
appreciate all of our friendships and our family

