THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A RIGHT HEART

The bible says much about the importance of having a right heart and maintaining right attitudes in our heart.

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.  “Eat and drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you.” (Proverbs 23:7)  
“Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45)
“You also be patient.  Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” (James 5:8)

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

HAVING A RIGHT HEART IS A KEY TO:

i) Having intimacy with God

ii) Having good relationships with others, and

iii) Anointed preaching 

REVIVAL BEGINS IN THE HEART 


(Psalm 119:1-2) (Psalm 119:9-11) (Psalm 119:34-40)

Unconfessed sin in our lives and hearts will always be a barrier to experiencing intimacy with God, whilst unforgiveness and ungodly attitudes will always have a negative impact on our friendships with others.

What comes out of our mouth is generally a good indication of the state of our heart and how close we are in our relationship with Jesus.  Those who love the LORD and have an intimate walk with Him will invariably speak words which are encouraging and uplifting.  The Book of Proverbs states:

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.”    (Proverbs 18:21)

The Bible also has many accounts of the Kings in Israel and Judah who during their reign deviated from their walk with the Lord as their hearts were taken away to follow after other idols.  King Solomon (1 Kings 11:1-4) and King Joash (2 Chronicles 24:1-2 & 2 Chronicles 24:15-22) were two such Kings.

HOW CAN WE MAINTAIN A RIGHT HEART WHICH IS FULL OF FAITH AND A LOVE FOR GOD AND OTHERS

1) We need to meditate on God’s Word (The Bible)

The Lord said to Joshua, “This Book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

(Psalm 1:1-3) (Colossians 3:16) (2 Timothy 3:16-17) (Psalm 119:105)
 
2) We need to continually cast our cares to Jesus and put our faith and trust in Him.  (Matthew 6:25-34)  We must always ensure that we do not allow the cares and pleasures of this world to choke the word in our lives. 

Jesus said, “Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.” (Matthew 13:22)
JESUS ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF STORING UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN RATHER THAN BEING PREOCCUPIED WITH THE TEMPORAL THINGS HERE ON EARTH.  (Matthew 6:19-21)  (Matthew 6:24)

3) We must continue to focus on those things which are good and virtuous

The apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

AFTER GAZING UPON BATHSHEBA, KING DAVID FELL INTO ADULTERY WITH HER BEFORE HAVING HER HUSBAND KILLED AS WELL. FROM THEN ON KING DAVID HAD ONGOING STRIFE IN HIS LIFE.  (2 Samuel 11:1-17)
4) We need to maintain a heart of worship. A key to having peace and joy

The apostle wrote, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”  (Colossians 3:16)

(John 4:23-24)  (Psalm 95:1-2)  (Ephesians 5:19) 

5) We must choose our friends wisely.  The company we keep can determine our destiny in life

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)

The apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”      (1 Corinthians 15:33)
6) Having intimacy with God must be our first priority.  When we spend time in His presence He is able to highlight attitudes in our heart which need to be addressed. (Proverbs 14:10) (Proverbs 14:14)
· We need to be in close communion with the Lord (Prayer)

(Matthew 26:41) 

· As we draw near to God He changes our hearts (Psalm 37:4)
· As we spend time with Jesus we get His compassion for the lost
· Jesus rebuked the church at Ephesus which had left its first love (Revelation 2:1-5)
· The more time that we spend with the Lord, the more we become like Him. 

“Now when the saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled.  And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13) 

7) Having a clear God given vision and focus for our life

The book of Proverbs states, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  (Proverbs 29:18) KJV

TRUE CONTENTMENT IN LIFE ONLY COMES WHEN WE CONTINUALLY SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD.


The Apostle Paul wrote, “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”  (Colossians 3:2)

8) Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit and being led or controlled by the Holy Spirit are keys to maintaining a strong spiritual walk and being empowered for ministry  (Jude 20 &21)  (Romans 8:14)  (Ephesians 5:15-19)
9) Having an obedient heart which desires to please the LORD

The apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

Having a surrendered heart enables God to guide and direct our lives to fulfil His plan and destiny for our life. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

GODS WAYS ARE ALWAYS HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS (Isaiah 55:7-8) AND FAR GREATER THAN WE COULD COMPREHEND (Ephesians 3:20)

Jesus said, “...blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” (Luke 11:28)
10) CHOOSING to be a person of faith who stands uncompromisingly on the promises of God in His Word (Psalm 1:1-3)
The Psalmist wrote, “Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, And I shall keep it to the end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.” (Psalm 119:33-34)
The author of the book of Hebrews wrote, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  (Hebrews 11:6)

(SEE ALSO Hebrews 11:1, Jeremiah 17:7-8, Matthew 6:33) 

A BELIEVER WHO CHOOSES TO STAND ON GOD’S WORD

i) Rejects all irrational fears from his past

ii) Chooses to ignore the negativity and scepticism of others

iii) Refuses to accept the doubts and lies which come from the enemy, but 
iv) Continues to place their trust in the Lord and to build their life on the wisdom and promises contained in God’s Word. The apostle Paul wrote,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”   (Romans 10:17)
CONCLUSION

If we have a heart which is fully surrendered to Jesus Christ and which is full of faith in His promises, we will continually speak words of life and encouragement to others.  As we continually choose to yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit, our preaching and witnessing will also help to bring spiritual life to many others. Jesus Himself said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63)  

(SEE ALSO Luke 4:32 and 1 Corinthians 2:3-5)
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