THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE
In the book of proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
· Having a vision for our life gives us a clear focus in life
· When we have a vision for our life we are able to prayerfully make plans and commitments to see the vision for our life come to pass. In the book of proverbs we read,
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5)
· People who set goals accomplish much more than people of equal education and ability that don’t.  
· GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY PERSON’S LIFE AND IT BEGINS WHEN THEY COME TO CHRIST
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· When we pursue God’s plan for our life we can be assured that God will meet our every need. Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33)
· Having a clear vision for our life is vitally important. In the book of Habakkuk we read the Lord’s response to the Prophet Habakkuk,
“Then the LORD answered me and said:

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)
· HAVING A CLEAR VISION (WRITTEN DOWN PLAINLY)
i. Helps us to overcome discouragement when we are going through trials, when we are experiencing temporary setbacks, or when we are facing what seem insurmountable problems,

ii. Helps us not to get distracted in life and to squander years of our life in non-productive things,

iii. Helps us to be disciplined in life and to make right choices, and  
iv. Attracts others who will partner with God’s plan for our lives
· WE HAVE ONE SHORT LIFE IN THIS BODY HERE ON EARTH TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY. 
· One gift of life from God to be a blessing in this world for others and to help others to know Christ. JESUS HIMSELF SAID, 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· Life is full of choices. The choices we make today can impact us for many years
· The Bible makes it clear that God’s ways are far higher than our ways. In the book of Isaiah we read,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· God has the best plan for our life. Following His plan for our life will not however exempt us from experiencing trials in life. The bible also makes this very clear.

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”  (Acts 14:22b)
· THE APOSTLE PAUL EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING AND FOLLOWING GOD’S WILL AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· HOW THEN DO WE FIND AND FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE? 

· IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS WE CAN SEE SOME KEYS.
In Proverbs 16:3 we read,

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)

· The first thing we must do is to commit our lives and plans to Jesus Christ. 

· That He is truly LORD of our life and all of our future plans

· In Proverbs 3:5-6 we also read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· IN THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE WE CAN SEE THREE KEYS TO FINDING AND FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE

i. Continually trusting the LORD with all of our heart. The Bible makes it clear that blessed are those who put their trust in the LORD. In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
AND IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH WE READ
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
ii. That we do not rely on our own wisdom and understanding but seek God for His wisdom and ways in our life (that we do not lean on our own understanding), and

iii. That we acknowledge and involve God in all that we do

· HAVING A CLOSE AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD AND ALLOWING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE AND DIRECT OUR STEPS HELPS TO ENSURE THAT ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED AND PURPOSED FOR OUR LIFE WILL COME TO PASS
· JESUS HIMSELF SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
· As we are faithful in the little things God begins to entrust to us greater responsibilities and tasks
· As we learn to continually put our trust in the LORD and to follow His plan for our life, God will do far greater things in and through our lives than we could ever imagine. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
· Having a clear God given vision for our life also helps us to keep our eyes on Jesus and to remain strong in our walk with Him

· God’s plan for our life will always involve taking steps of faith 

· May I conclude by encouraging you to seek the LORD for His plan for your life and for 2011 as we see another year rapidly coming to a close
· Today is DAY ONE of the rest of your life. The past you cannot change.

· We must never allow our past mistakes from stopping us from entering into the future that God has planned for our lives.

· The great Apostle Paul like all of us made many mistakes in life before he had an encounter with Jesus Christ. However he knew that he could not let his past mistakes rob him from entering into God’s plan for his life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)
· SO TOO NONE OF US CAN CHANGE OUR PAST

· WE ALL MUST SIMPLY SEEK GOD FOR HIS VISION AND PLAN FOR OUR FUTURE

· IN CONCLUSION GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WILL ALWAYS INVOLVE LIVING FOR OTHERS WITH ETERNITY IN MIND. THIS WEEK I WAS REFLECTING ON WHY SO MANY PEOPLE ARE SO UNHAPPY IN LIFE

· And the LORD impressed on my heart that when people do not know Him, they only believe that they have this one short life to live, and for this reason they generally live in a way so as to get as much for themselves out of this life as they can, which is actually the key to unhappiness

· For those who love Jesus the best is yet to come and they know that fullness of joy comes from living for Him and for others by;
· Encouraging others

· Blessing others, and
· Giving of one-self for others. Jesus was our example. In the book of Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote in regard to Jesus Christ’s sacrificial life,

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bond servant, and coming in the likeness of men.  

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”
(Philippians 2:5-8)

· True discipleship, True Greatness is seen only in the lives of those who are prepared to surrender their lives to Jesus and to live for Him and for others.

· Those who have made a great impact in this world have always lived for others. Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26)
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
From this day on as you walk with Jesus your life can make a great impact in this world. I will finish with a story of a man of faith, vision and purpose

Barbara Klassen spoke of her great-great uncle: 'My great-great uncle lived to one hundred and six. He was healthy and spry and took joy in chauffeuring his less able-bodied senior friends around town. On his hundredth birthday his driver's licence came up for renewal. When he went to the licensing bureau a skeptical clerk said, 'You're a hundred years old! What do you need a driver's licence for?' My uncle, completely nonplussed, replied, 'Somebody has to drive the old folks around!' He continued to have a legal driver's licence for the next five years.' LET US TOO BE PEOPLE OF VISION AND PURPOSE. AMEN
