THE GOSPEL OF HOPE

The gospel message is a message of hope.  Jesus Christ has the power to forgive our sins, to change lives and to set the captives free.  However the greatest hope that we have is the promise of eternal life (John 11:25-26) and that for all Believers to die is to be with Christ (John 14:1-3) and that for all eternity we will be with Him. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) All believers are also called to reign with Him, here on earth.  This study contains several reasons why we have such a great hope in Jesus Christ.  

Associated Scriptures are also included to give a biblical foundation for each of these reasons.  These Scriptures can be memorised and then recalled when preaching the gospel to the lost.  The whole world needs to know the hope that we have in Jesus Christ.  This study and the next two gospel teachings are full of Scripture. A good preacher must be full of the Spirit and full of God’s Word.  

BECAUSE HE (JESUS LIVES) WE HAVE A HOPE AND A FUTURE

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.  I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.  And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”  (Revelation 1:17-18)

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die…”  (John 11:25-26)

GOD HAS A PLAN AND A FUTURE FOR ALL OF US

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”  (1 Corinthians 2:9a)

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WE BECOME A NEW CREATION   (WE ARE BORN AGAIN) WE BECOME A CHILD OF GOD

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.”  (John 1:12)

WE HAVE A GOD WHO CARES FOR US (EVEN WHEN OTHERS HAVE ABANDONED US)

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all and His tender mercies are over all His works.”  (Psalm 145:8-9)
“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand…” (Psalm 139:17-18)

“For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)



GOD CAN PULL ANYONE OUT OF THE DEEPEST PIT

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies.”  (Psalm 103:2-4)

JESUS WILL TURN NO ONE AWAY WHO COMES TO HIM

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)
“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”  (John 6:37)

Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28)

GOD FORGIVES ALL OF OUR SINS AND OUR GUILT IS DISOLVED IN THE BLOOD OF JESUS WHEN WE SURRENDER OUR LIFE TO HIM

“Come now, and let us reason together”, says the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  (Isaiah 1:18)

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”  (Ephesians 1:7)

“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”  (Romans 5:9)

WHEN WE GIVE OUR LIVES TO JESUS WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WE WILL NEVER DIE.  DEATH HAS LOST ITS STING

“For the wages of sin is death, BUT the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)

“that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  (John 3:15)
THIS LIFE IS FLEETING

“…For what is your life?  It is even a vapour that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”  (James 4:14)

IN OUR LIFE HERE ON EARTH WE WILL EXPERIENCE TRIALS

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”  (Acts 14:22b)

Jesus said to His disciples, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33b)

IN HEAVEN THERE IS NO MORE SICKNESS, SORROW OR DEATH

“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  (Revelation 21:3-4)
AS BELIEVERS, WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT NO SITUATION IS EVER TO HARD FOR GOD

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)

GOD’S STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN OUR WEAKNESS.  GOD USES PEOPLE OF NO REPUTATION (zero’s) AND MAKES THEM WORLD CHANGERS (ten’s).   THE FIRST DISCIPLES WERE PEOPLE OF LITTLE REPUTATION (LIKE FISHERMEN), YET GOD EMPOWERED THEM TO BECOME WORLD CHANGERS.  (Jesus is the “one” and as long as He is walking with us we are no longer “zeros” but “tens” {10’s})  

GOD HAS THE BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE.  SERVING THE LORD WHOLE HEARTEDLY IS THE KEY TO LEADING A FULFILLED LIFE AND RECEIVING ETERNAL REWARDS
Jesus said, “…I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

JESUS WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE US WHEN WE PUT OUR FAITH AND TRUST IN HIM (PEOPLE WILL AT TIMES LET US DOWN)

“For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrew 13:5a) 

WE CAN TRUST GOD BECAUSE HE IS ABSOLUTELY FAITHFUL

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

JESUS IS THE HEALER (DIVINE HEALTH IS AVAILABLE TO BELIEVERS)

“Surely He has born our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for out iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.   (Isaiah 53:4-5) 

ALTHOUGH WE ALL DESERVE HELL, CHRIST DIED IN OUR PLACE TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS.  THIS AMAZING LOVE, THAT SAW JESUS CHRIST LAYING DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US ON THE CROSS AT CAVALARY, HAS GIVEN US ALL A HOPE FOR ALL ETERNITY.  (That whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved)  

IT IS ONLY IF WE REJECT JESUS CHRIST AND HIS OFFER OF ETERNAL LIFE, DO WE HAVE NO HOPE FOR ETERNITY.  

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  (John 3:36)

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthian 5:21) 

BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST CONQUERED THE GRAVE AND AROSE FROM THE DEAD TRIUMPHANTLY WE HAVE AN ETERNAL HOPE.  TODAY WILL YOU ACCEPT HIS OFFER OF ETERNAL LIFE?
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