
Realising our full potential in Christ 

I will begin by looking at a short                           
passage of Scripture in the book of Genesis, 

ά¢ƘŜƴ God said, ά[Ŝǘ Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all[a] the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.έ (Genesis 1:26) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:26-28&version=NKJV


    ά{ƻ God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ά.Ŝ fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.έ (Genesis 1:27-28) 



ÅGod created man in His own image to be His 
kingdom agent, to rule and subdue the rest of 
creation, including the aggressive satanic 
forces, which would soon infringe upon it 

 

 

 

 
ÅGod created man with qualities such as 

reason, personality and intellect, and the 
capacity to relate, to hear, to see, and to speak 



ÅThe Divine Triune Counsel determined that 
Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎ 
and to be a spiritual being 
 

ÅGod created man as a spiritual being with not 
only a body, but also soul and spirit and 
created man as a moral being with an 
intellect, perception and self determination 
that far exceeds that of any earthly being 
 

ÅMan was given the authority to have 
ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
representatives here on earth 



ÅHowever because of the temptation and fall 
of man, (Genesis Chapter Three) man was 
separated from God and the domain 
originally delegated to him was now forfeited 
to Satan himself who became the 
administrator of this now cursed realm  

 
ÅThis is why we now see so much                       

strife in the world with much of                           
the world and many people still                                  
being under the sway of the evil one 

 



ÅAs a result of the fall we began to see people 
living their life at a level far beneath what God 
had planned for their lives as fear and shame 
and fault finding began to affect the human 
race.  

 

 

 

ÅNot long after the fall we see the first murder 
where out of jealousy Cain murdered his 
brother Abel (Genesis 4:8) 

 



ÅBut through coming to faith in Christ our 
relationship with God is restored and we 
become part of His family ς Children of God 
(John 1:12) 
 

ÅAs believers we have again been called to 
reign with Christ here on earth 



    In the book of Revelation we read, 

    ά!ƴŘ they sang a new song, saying: 

    ά¸ƻǳ are worthy to take the scroll, And to 
open its seals; For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of 
every tribe, tongue and people and nation, 
And have made us kings and priests to our 
God; AND WE SHALL REIGN ON THE EARTH.έ  
(Revelation 5:9-10) 

 



ÅJesus Himself said, 

    ά!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ aŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ (Matthew 28:18a) 

 

ÅAs believers we are now Christ's 
representatives here on earth 

 

 



    The Apostle Paul wrote, 

    άbƻǿ ǘƘŜƴΣ we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we 
ƛƳǇƭƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ 
ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 



ÅAs believers the Holy Spirit will empower us to 
do all that God calls us to do in life 
 

ÅThrough His enabling power we are able to do 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ 

 
    The Apostle Paul wrote, 

    άbƻǿ ǘƻ IƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in usΣέ    
(Ephesians 3:20)  

 



ÅThe bible makes it clear that God has much 
planned for our life as believers (Ephesians 2:10) 
(1 Corinthians 2:9) and that His plans for our life 
our higher than ours 

 
    In the book of Isaiah we read, 

    άCƻǊ My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor 
are your ways My ǿŀȅǎΣέ says the LORD. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, So are 
My ways higher than your ways, And My 
thoughts than your thoughts.έ (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

 



ÅDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ 9±9w¸ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 
life, no matter how many mistakes we may 
have made in the past 
 

ÅIn this teaching I will be first looking at what 
stops people from realising their full potential 
in life, before sharing some keys as to how we 
can realise our full potential in Christ 
 

ÅI will begin by first looking                                                
at what stops us as believers                                     
from living at the level God                                               
has planned for our life 



Some of the things that can stop us from 
realising our full potential in Christ are; 

1) Our FEARS 
 

- Fear of man (Worried about                                     
what others might think) 

- Fear of public speaking 

- Fear of failure 

- Fear of doing things which in the past you may 
have previously failed at (We must not allow 
our  past failures and disappointments and 
broken relationships to stop us from retrying 
things and embracing new opportunities)  



ÅAs Christians we must refuse                                     
to entertain our fears 
 

 

 

ÅWe must simply learn to face and overcome 
our fears and be committed to just doing what 
Jesus tells us to do 
 

ÅFaith is the opposite of fear 
 

 

ÅChoosing to trust God at ALL times is a great 
key to overcoming our fears 



    The Apostle Paul wrote, 

    άCƻǊ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ 
ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ 
(2 Timothy 1:7) 

 



2) Continually living in the past and dwelling on 
our past failures 

 

 -  We must refuse to live with regrets. We must not 
allow setbacks and disappointments to stop us 
ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

 

 -  Continually reflecting on our past failures will   
rob us of our God given future (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

-   Constantly living with regrets will keep                          
us discouraged and steal our joy 

 

-   We must make a once and for                                         
all commitment to let the past go 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

   άbƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ                                         
attained, or am already                                  
perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold 
of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, I 
press toward the goal for the prize                        
of the upward call of God in Christ                     
WŜǎǳǎΦέ  (Philippians 3:12-14) 

 



3) Not knowing our position and authority in 
Christ. We can live in God's promises 

 

- When we commit our lives to Jesus Christ and 
are born again we are secure in our relationship 
with God. He will never leave nor forsake us 

 

- As believers we can position ourselves to 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

 

- As believers we have great                                           
authority in the Name of Jesus 

 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

   άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
ōƻŀǎǘΦέ (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
 In the book of Hebrews we read, 

 άΧCƻǊ IŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƴƻǊ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  {ƻ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ǎŀȅΥ 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΤ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ 
Ŏŀƴ Ƴŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƳŜΚέ (Hebrew 13:5-6) 

 



   The Apostle Paul also wrote, 

    άCƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ IƛƳ ŀǊŜ ¸ŜǎΣ 
and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through 
ǳǎΦέ (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

 

  

 



   Jesus Himself said, 

    ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΥ  
In My Name they will cast out demons; they 
will speak with new tongues; they will take up 
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it 
will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊΦέ                         
(Mark 16:17-18) 

 



4) Simply apathy towards the things of God.  
 

- hƴƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
and meaning over the course of our lifetimeΦ DƻŘΩǎ 
plan for our life unfolds over time  
 

- We need to be simply committed to                              
doing what God calls us to do in life 
 

- When we feel tired and weary His strength is made 
perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 

- We can be assured that God will EMPOWER                             
us to do what He calls us to do in life.  

 



ÅThe moment a believer begins to disconnect from 
fellowship with other Christians, the more likely it 
is that they will quickly become more and more 
apathetic towards the things of God 

 
ÅIn the world we will not receive encouragement 

to pursue our walk with the Lord ς This is 
especially the case in the days in which we are 
now living in. In the book of Proverbs we read, 

    ά¢ƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎƭƛŘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
own ways, but a good man will be satisfied from 
ŀōƻǾŜΦέ (Proverbs 14:14) 

 



    Jesus Himself said in relation to the times that 
we are now living in, 

  ά!ƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ 
of many will grow cold, But he who endures to 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ (Matthew 24:12-13)  

 

 The Apostle Paul also wrote in relation to the 
times that we are now living in that men would 
ōŜ άΦΦΦƭƻǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ                                                      
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƻǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣέ                                          
(2 Timothy 3: 4) 

 



ÅBeing no longer enthusiastic about going church 
 

ÅWorshipping the Lord merely out of formality 
 

ÅSpending more and more time                                              
with people in the world 
 

ÅHaving no real desire to use our time, talents, 
gifts and resources for the Kingdom of God, and 
 

ÅLooking more and more to the things of this world 
such as movies and entertainment to fulfil us 
 

    Are all indicators that we are beginning                      
to become more and more apathetic                         
towards the things of God 



ÅAs believers we should never be satisfied with a 

mediocre Christian life ς Like those in the world 

we need to also have a spirit of excellence. GOD 

HAS SO MUCH Lb {¢hw9 Chw 9±9w¸ .9[L9±9wΩ{ [LC9 
 

ÅWe must not also allow the cares                                   

of this world and our concerns for                                 

other things to steal our joy and peace 
 

ÅIf we begin to take our focus off the bigness and 

awesomeness of our God and continually focus on 

our problems we will also quickly begin to lose our 

passion for the things of God 

 



    This is why the Apostle Peter wrote,  

    άŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ all your care upon Him, for He cares 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ (1 Peter 5:7) 

 

 God is always willing and ABLE to help us in 
time of need 

 



ÅMaintaining our spiritual vitality is a great key 
to fulfilling our full potential in Christ 
 

ÅWe must learn to continually put on the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness 
 

ÅWe must be quick to give our problems to Jesus 
 

ÅHaving a lifestyle of worship like                                   
King David the great psalmist,                                          
will help us to never become                                
apathetic to the things of God 

 



5) The opinions of others (peer group pressure) 
 

- It is far more important to be a                                            
God pleaser than a man pleaser 
 

- God always has our best interests at heart 
 

- God knows what is best for us and is absolutely 
faithful ς We can never rely 100% on people 
 

- We must not allow the negative opinions of others 
to stop us from doing what God has called us to do 
 

- The devil will often try and use people (often even 
family members) to try and influence us to stop 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ .9{¢ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

   ά!ƴŘ whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord and not to men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.έ 
(Colossians 3:23-24) 

 



6) The distractions of this world 
 

- The world is becoming more and more                     
ungodly and opposed to the things of God 

 

- There are many temptations and influences in the 
world that can draw us away from a wholehearted 
commitment and devotion to Christ 
 

- The enemy will continually try and draw us away 
ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ DƻƭŘ 
(Money), Girls or Guys and Glory have always been 
used by the Devil to entice people away from 
wholeheartedly pursuing the things of God 

 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

   ά.ǳǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ                                       
last days perilous times will                                         
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self 
control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. And from such people 
ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅΗέ (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

 



7) Compromise and making poor choices in life.  
 

- Wrong choices will complicate our                            
lives and invariably set us back in life 
 

- The poor choices that we make in life                            
can sometimes affect us for a lifetime 
 

- Our character is shaped by the continual choices 
that we make in life 
 

- Our character will ultimately                                
determine our destiny in life 
 

- Continual compromise will cause us to miss out 
ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 



  The Apostle Paul wrote, 

   ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƻŎƪŜŘΤ ŦƻǊ 

whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For 

he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 

ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜŀǇ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜέ (Galatians 6:7-8) 

  



    The Apostle Peter wrote, 

 άCƻǊ ƛŦ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ                                       
will of God, to suffer for                                     
doing good than for doing                                       
evilΦέ (1 Peter 3:17) 

 

    The choices that we make in life will greatly 
affect our walk with the Lord and will 
ultimately determine whether or not we 
fulfil our God given destiny in life  

    AND 



8) Having no clear God given vision for our life 
 

    Without a clear God given vision                                                
for our life, we are more likely to: 

 

 i) Make wrong choices in life that draw us away 
from the will of God for our life 

 

 ii) To be less disciplined in the way that we live our 
life and use our time, and 

 

    iii) We are more likely to squander weeks and 
months and even years of our life as the cares of 
this world and desires for other things entering in 
take our focus of what God has planned for our life 



    In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 ά²ƘŜǊŜ there is no revelation, the people cast 
off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the 
law.έ (Proverbs 29:18) 

 

 

 

 
 

 I will  now quickly look at some keys that can 
help us to realise our full potential in Christ 



So how can we realize our full life potential 
in Christ? 

1) We need to continually seek God to know 
His plans and purpose for our life  

 

   -  Having a lifestyle of prayer                                         
helps us to continually make                                           
right choices that are in line                                               
with the will of God for our life 

  

      In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 ά/ƻƳƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦέ  (Proverbs 16:3) 

 



   In the book of Proverbs we also read, 

   ά¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ !ƴŘ 
lean not on your own understanding; In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǘƘǎΦέ (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 



ÅFlowing in the will of God for our                                           
life is a great key to experiencing                                    
God's ongoing favour and blessing                               
upon our life  
 

    Jesus Himself said, 

    ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ 
ŜŀǘΚΩ hǊ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΚΩ ƻǊ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ 
ǿŜŀǊΚΩ CƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ 
seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to youΦέ (Matthew 6:31-33)  

 



2) We need to be continually meditating on the 
Word of God to build up our faith and to 
develop Kingdom thinking 

 

- {ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
key to growing in our faith so that we can reach 
our full potential in Christ 

 

 
- Continually renewing our mind with the Word of 

God is a great key to seeing our lives being 
transformed as we develop Kingdom mindsets 



    The LORD said to Joshua just before he was 
about to lead the Children of Israel into the 
Promised Land, ά¢Ƙƛǎ Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it.   

    For then you will make                                                                
your way prosperous, and                                        
then you will have good                                          
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ (Joshua 1:8) 

 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

    ά!ƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ 
be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect                                    
ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ (Romans 12:2) 

 

 
 ά{ƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ (Romans 10:17) 

 



    The Apostle Paul also wrote, 

    ά!ƭƭ Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.έ 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)   

 



As we spend time in DƻŘΩǎ word we also gain 
revelation, guidance and direction as God 
speaks to us through His word 

    In the book of Psalms we read, 

    ά¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀƳǇ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ                                      

ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀǘƘΦέ (Psalm 119:105) 

    ά¸ƻǳǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΤ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ 
soul keeps them. The entrance of Your words gives 
ƭƛƎƘǘΤ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦέ   
(Psalm 119:129-130) 

    ά5ƛǊŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ōȅ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΣ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƴƻ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜΦέ (Psalm 119:133) 

 



²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
convicted of wrong attitudes and lifestyle choices 
that have the potential to cause us much pain 
and suffering if not addressed ς This conviction 
helps us to continually make right choices in life 
and to remain strong in our faith 

In the book of Hebrews we read,                              
άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ                           
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and 
of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heartΦέ (Hebrews 4:12) 



3) We need to be careful about what we listen 
to and focus on in life (What we meditate on 
will affect our character and impact our faith) 

 

 The Apostle Paul made it clear what we should 
meditate on.  

    άCƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is                            
anything praiseworthy-meditate                                        
ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ (Philippians 4:8) 

 



4) The importance of being planted in a local 
church fellowship where we become an 
active member of that fellowship and not 
just an attendee  

 
 

- God has a church home for every believer, a 
church family that they can be part of 
 

- DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ                                 
be outworked in connection with                                
others that God connects us with 
 

- In a local church fellowship we can receive 
support from other mature believers 



   In the book of Hebrews we read, 

   ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ 
without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful.  And let us consider one another in 
order to stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the 
5ŀȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ                                                   
(Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 



- Being part of a healthy local church also helps us 
to be accountable to other mature believers 
 

- There is wisdom in a multitude of counsellors 
 

- When planted in a local church fellowship our 
gifts and callings can be indentified and used to 
be a blessing in our church fellowships 

 

- Being planted in a local church                  
fellowship is a great key to seeing                                  
our lives bearing much fruit 
 

- Being part of a loving local church fellowship 
helps us to receive encouragement to grow in 
our faith and walk with the Lord 



   The Psalmist wrote, 

 ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  
They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall 
be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14) 

 



5) We need to simply LEARN to trust God at all 
times and in all circumstances and be 
COMMITTED to just doing what Jesus tells 
us to do 

 

- God knows what is best for us at all times 
 

- When we learn to live a life of                                              
simple trust and obedience, we                            
see the miracles in our life and                              
our lives bearing much fruit.  
 

- Trust and obey for there is no other way 



   King David wrote, 

   ά¢Ǌǳǎǘ in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the 
land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight 
yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give 
you the desires of your heart.  Commit your 
way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He 
shall bring it to pass.έ (Psalm 37:3-5) 

 



6) We need to be continually guided and led by 
the Holy Spirit AND be prepared to take steps 
of faith in life. 

- We need to learn to be flexible so                                 
that we can always embrace the                                
new things that God has planned                                 
for our life 

    Jesus said, 

    άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ IŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΣ 
He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
ŎƻƳŜΦέ (John 16:13) 



- DƻŘΩǎ plan for our life will always involve taking 
steps of faith in starting new things and will often 
require stepping out of our comfort zone and 
facing and overcoming our fears 

 
    In the book of Hebrews we read, 

    άbƻǿ faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.έ (Hebrews 11:1) 

 

- At times God will also ask us to make sacrifices to 
prove our genuineness in pursing the call of God 
upon our life 

 

 



7) We need to choose our friends wisely 
 

- Who we keep company with will greatly influence 
our lives and shape our character 
 

- Wrong friends can stop us from fulfilling all that 
God has planned for our life 

    In the book of Proverbs we read, 

    ά¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ                      
friends carefully, For the way of                                      
ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎǘǊŀȅΦέ (Proverbs 12:26) 

 

    άIŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǎŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧƻƻƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦέ  
(Proverbs 13:20) 
 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

    ά5ƻ not be deceived: Evil company corrupts 
good habits.έ (1 Corinthians 15:33) 

 

 

 

 
 

   We need to choose friends who will  
encourage us to be all that God has planned 
for our life 

 



8) We need to learn to depend on God's 
enabling power in all that we do in life. His 
strength is made perfect in our weakness 

 

- We can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us (Philippians 4:13) 

 
- We need to learn to depend on                                 
DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ                              
all that He has called us to do in life 
 

- God will always give us the ability                                        
to do all that He calls us to do in life 

 



    The Apostle Peter wrote, 

    άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him 
do it as with the ability which God supplies, 
that in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the 
glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
!ƳŜƴέ (1 Peter 4:11) 

 



- Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit is a 
great key to being empowered to fulfil all that 
God has planned for our life 

     

 

 
 

 

    The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 ά!ƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘǊǳƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƴŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
dissipation; but be filled with the SpiritΣέ 
(Ephesians 5:18) 

 

 άΦΦΦǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ                                     
ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ (Ephesians 3:19) 

 

. 



9) We need to be always more concerned 
about pleasing God than in pleasing man  

 

 In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 ά²ƘŜƴ a ƳŀƴΩǎ ways please the LORD, He 
makes even his enemies to be at peace with 
him.έ (Proverbs 16:7) 



- We will need courage to fulfil                                                                      
DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ                                                               
at times be ridiculed for our faith 
 

- But if we continually stand up for the Lord and 
our faith, He will always stand up for us and keep 
us strong during the trials of life 
 

- God is absolutely faithful but                                                   
people will at times let us                                          
down in life 
 

- No one cares for us as much as God 

. 



- God is always willing and able                                      
to help us in time of need 

 
- We must therefore never allow others to draw us 

away from our allegiance to Christ and to stop us 
from wholeheartedly living for Him 
 

- If we remain committed to always making pleasing 
God our first priority in life, we WILL FULFIL OUR 
GOD GIVEN DESTINY and make a great difference 
in this world for eternity 



   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ƻǊ 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

 

 ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ƘŜŀǊǘƛƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴΦέ (Colossians 3:23) 

 

 AND 

 



10) We must refuse to procrastinate in life 
 

- When God calls us to do                                        
something in life we need                                                      
to learn to simply just do it 

 
- As we step out to DO what He calls us to do in 

life, God will THEN show us the next steps to take 

    King David wrote, 

    ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƴŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
[hw5Σ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΦέ (Psalm 37:23) 



- God begins to move on our behalf                      
when we begin to move and step                            
out to follow His plan for our life 
 

- Just as a ship cannot be steered until it begins 
moving, so too God cannot begin to direct our 
steps until we move out and commence what 
He is calling us to do in life 

 
- It is as we step out to do what God is calling us 

to do, that we see Him opening up doors of 
opportunity and performing miracles in our life 



- If we procrastinate in life we can miss the God 
given opportunities that come our way in life 
 

    Jesus Himself said, 

    άAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦέ (Matthew 7:7-8) 

 

 



    Jesus said to His eleven disciples, 

    άGo into all the world and preach the                            
ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΦέ (Mark 16:15) 

 

 ά!ƴŘ they went out and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them and confirming the 
word through the accompanying signs. !ƳŜƴέ 
(Mark 16:20) 

 

 We need to simply just do what the Lord tells us 
to do without procrastinating. It is as we step out 
to do what God calls us to do, that we see the 
miracles. The following passage of Scripture in 
the gospel of Luke clearly illustrates this fact 

 



Four Fishermen Called as Disciples             
(Luke 5:1-11) 

    ά{ƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛƳ 
to hear the word of God, that He stood by the 
Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats 
standing by the lake; but the fishermen had 
ƎƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǘǎΦέ 

  

    ά¢ƘŜƴ IŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
{ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
the land. And He sat down and taught the 
ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΦέ 

 



    ά²ƘŜƴ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
{ƛƳƻƴΣ ά[ŀǳƴŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ Řƻǿƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǘŎƘΦέ .ǳǘ {ƛƳƻƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ άaŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƛƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
and caught nothing; nevertheless                              
ŀǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘΦέ 
 

    ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ                        
caught a great number of fish, and their net 
was breaking. So they signalled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, 
ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƪΦέ 

 



   ά²ƘŜƴ Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
WŜǎǳǎΩ knees, saying, ά5ŜǇŀǊǘ from me, for I am 
a sinful man, O [ƻǊŘΗέ For he and all who were 
with him were astonished at the catch of fish 
which they had taken; and so also were James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 
ά5ƻ not be afraid, from now on you will catch 
men.έ 

    ά{ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ                                                     
boats to land, they forsook all and                                                   
followed Him.έ (Luke 5:1-11) 

 



In this account we see that: 

- Peter had fished all night and had caught nothing 
 

- That Peter was obviously tired as was expressed by 
Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƛƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘέ 

 
- But despite having had a long and unsuccessful night 

of fishing, Peter was prepared to ignore his feelings 
and to act upon what Jesus had told him to do 
 

- Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
Peter witnessed the miraculous catch of fish   




