RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

When a person makes a decision to turn from their sins (repent) and to put their faith in Jesus Christ (believe) they are born again and receive the gift of eternal life.  The Holy Spirit then comes to dwell in the life of that person and they become a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at Jacobs well:

“Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”  (John 4:13-14)

The Apostle Paul said to the Corinthian believers:

“Do you not know that you are the Temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”  (1 Corinthians 3:16)

THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES HAD A NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY WHEN JESUS COMMISIONED THEM
There are two requirements for receiving New Testament Salvation:

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  (Romans 10:9)

Prior to resurrection Sunday the apostles had already confessed Jesus as their Lord.  (Mark 8:29 and John 6:67-69)  But now, for the first time, they also believed that God raised Him from the dead.  Thus their salvation was completed.  This was the point at which they experienced the new birth.  The Holy Spirit, breathed into them by Jesus, imparted to them a totally new kind of life - eternal life - which had triumphed over sin and Satan, over death and the grave. 

THE APOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH 

After appearing to the disciples on resurrection Sunday, Jesus said to them: “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them; “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:21-22)

HOWEVER AFTER THIS WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE, JESUS MADE IT PLAIN TO THE APOSTLES, THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS STILL INCOMPLETE
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me...”  (Acts 1:8)

THE PROMISE OF THE FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS FOR ALL BELIEVERS
The Feast of Tabernacles was a joyous celebration which was observed by the priests who brought water (which was symbolic of the water supplied from the rock in Exodus 17) to the temple from the pool of Siloam in a gold pitcher 

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  

(John 7:37-38)
Those who are satisfied by Jesus will themselves become channels of spiritual refreshment for others.  The fountain of water in John 4:14 refers to the New Birth, whilst the rivers of living water referred to in John 7:38, represents the overflowing fullness of the Spirit-filled life which comes from being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT
“But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  (John 7:39)
ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY THE APPOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE
THE TERM “TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT” FROM PENTECOST SUNDAY ONWARDS ONLY EVER REFERS TO THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE
“And being assembled together with them, He (Jesus) commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me;” 

“for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:4-5)
THIS HAPPENED ON PENTECOST SUNDAY

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:4)
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS A BELIEVER TO WITNESS FOR THE LORD AND MAKES THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT COMPLETE
A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THERE IS A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE BORN AGAIN EXPERIENCE AND RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (BEING BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT)

WHEN CHRIST WAS PREACHED IN SAMARIA

1) Multitudes in that city were born again,

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.”  (Acts 8:5-6)
2) Then Water Baptized, and 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.”  (Acts 8:12)
3) Finally Baptized in the Holy Spirit (Received    the Holy Spirit)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them.  They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 8:14-17)
HOW TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit a believer must simply ask their heavenly Father for the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

“If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”  (Luke 11:13)
Like the gift of salvation it is to be received – By Grace – Through Faith – Not of Works

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

A believer must simply receive the gift of the Holy Spirit by FAITH

“…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  (Galatians 3:14)

HOWEVER

FAITH IS NEVER A SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE. TRUE FAITH IS ALWAYS MANIFESTED IN OBEDIENCE.

The apostle Peter focused on the obedience aspect of genuine faith in his defence to the Jewish council.  
“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”  (Acts 5:32)
SIX SCRIPTURAL STEPS OF OBEDIENCE AND FAITH TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

1) & 2)  Repentance and being Baptized

The first two steps are stated by the Apostle Peter.  These are genuine repentance and being water baptized upon becoming a believer.  

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 2:38)

3)  Being Hungry and thirsty for the fullness of the Spirit

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  (John 7:37-38)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6)

4)  Asking our Heavenly Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!  (Luke 11:13)

5)  We must receive the Holy Spirit (DRINK)

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”  (John 7:37)

“Drinking” represents an active process of receiving.  The infilling of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by a negative or passive attitude, just as no one can drink with a closed mouth.

The Lord says, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” (Psalm 81:10)  God cannot fill a closed mouth.  We must open our mouth to receive the fullness of the Spirit




6) We must “yield” ourselves to God

The apostle Paul speaks to Christians of a twofold surrender to God:
“But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”  (Romans 6:13)

· The first surrender is the “surrender of the will and the personality” YOURSELVES

· The second surrender involves the surrender of our PHYSICAL MEMBERS

In surrendering our physical members, we can no longer seek to understand intellectually what God asks of us.  We must simply hand over unreserved control of our physical members and allow God to use them according to His own will and purpose without demanding to understand what God is doing or why He is doing it.

The particular member He takes full control of is that unruly member which no man can tame – the tongue.  Thus the yielding of our tongue to the Spirit represents the ultimate surrender of one’s members and by this we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The above six Scriptural steps of obedience and faith are not always fulfilled when some believers receive the Holy Spirit, but they are important steps to be taught to those believers desiring to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit.
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