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TOPIC 1 SELECTED TEACHINGS
Leadership and Discipleship Manual Excerpts (Teaching No. 1)

EVERY GREAT CHRISTIAN LEADER HAS A CLEAR VISION FOR THEIR LIFE AND CHURCH

The LORD said to Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who
reads it.” (Habakkuk 2:2)

A CLEAR VISION FROM GOD HELPS TO KEEP A LEADER FOCUSED AND DISCIPLINED.
A God given vision will help a leader to live a life of fruitfulness.

The book of Proverbs says, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is
he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18) NKJV

The King James Version says: “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the
law, happy is he.” (Proverbs 29:18)

GOD HAS UNIQUELY CREATED EVERY PERSON (Psalm 139:13-16) AND HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND
DESTINY FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
(Ephesians 2:10)

AS EVERY BELIEVER FINDS AND FOLLOWS GOD’S PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE, THE ENTIRE BODY OF CHRIST IS
BENEFITTED AND BEGINS TO GROW. The Apostle Paul wrote, “from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)

FOR THIS REASON IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT EVERY BELIEVER KNOWS THE WILL OF THE LORD FOR
THEIR LIFE AND OPERATES IN THEIR GIFTS AND CALLING (Romans 12:3-8) (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
(1 Corinthians 12:8-11) — Gifts of the Spirit. EVERY BELIEVER HAS A MINISTRY AND A CALLING

As we find and follow God’s plan for our life and church, others will be impacted in two ways:
1) Unbelievers will come to Christ through our life and testimony and church meetings, and
2) We will help to encourage other believers to fulfil their God given destiny

It is important that we use our gifts both on a personal level (witnessing to others and encouraging
others in our day to day life) and on a corporate level (being connected to the ministries flowing from
our church)

Given the ungodly times that we now live in and the imminent return of the Lord, it is imperative that
every believer knows the will of God for their life and that all Christian leaders and pastors (those in the
five-fold ministry) know the will of God for both their own life and churches. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are

evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
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EVERY CHURCH LEADER MUST ENSURE THAT THE CHURCH THEY ARE SHEPHERDING HAS A VISION FOR
BOTH REACHING THE LOST AND MAKING DISCIPLES, AS WELL AS HAVING A CLEAR VISION AND FOCUS
FOR THEIR OWN LIFE

Every leader is uniquely gifted by God. For this reason every leader needs to have a clear vision for

both their own life and for their church or ministry. Having a clear vision for their own lives enables
church leaders to continually operate in their gifts and calling. In this way they best serve and
benefit the church as a whole in all that they do with their life. All great church leaders are good at
delegating areas that they are not strong in to others who are more gifted in those areas. Having a
clear vision for our church helps our meetings never just to become routine.

All healthy churches need to have a clear overall vision and PURPOSE for all of their meetings:
1) To bring the love of God into their communities,
2) To evangelise and win people to Christ, and
3) To make disciples who will disciple others (to help develop loving Christian communities)

A GOD GIVEN VISION ALSO HELPS LEADERS TO LIVE A DISCIPLINED AND GODLY LIFE. PEOPLE WITHOUT A
VISION CAN EASILY MAKE WRONG CHOICES AND HAVE THEIR LIVES AND DREAMS DESTROYED.
(1 Peter 5:8) (John 10:10)

ALL CHURCH LEADERS SHOULD HAVE AN ONGOING FOCUS AND VISION FOR REACHING THE LOST WITH
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. GOD’S DESIRE IS THAT NONE WOULD PERISH (Luke 15:1-7)

Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Having a clearly defined vision for our life is a key to preventing the devil from sidetracking
us from God’s best plan for our life.

HAVING A CLEAR VISION FOR OUR LIFE ALSO HELPS US TO GET THROUGH THOSE TIMES IN OUR LIFE
WHEN WE ARE EXPERIENCING EITHER DISCOURAGEMENT OR GREAT TRIALS AND TRIBULATION.

EVERY GOD GIVEN VISION WILL INVOLVE HELPING OTHERS TO FULFILL THEIR OWN GOD GIVEN DESTINY

Jesus Himself said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

Jesus also said, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” (John 12:24)

GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR GREATER THAN WE COULD EVER THINK OR IMAGINE. (Ephesians 3:20) WE
MUST COMMIT OUR PLANS TO THE LORD (Proverbs 16:3) AND SEEK HIS VISION FOR OUR LIFE AND CHURCH.

A LEADER OF VISION IS COMMITTED TO FINDING AND FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE AND CHURCH

WITH A VISION > LEADERS CAN PRAYERFULLY SEEK GOD FOR HIS PLANS AND STRATEGIES > AND THEN
STEP OUT IN FAITH TO ACT UPON HIS GUIDANCE > RESULTING IN SOULS BEING SAVED AND MATURE

DISCIPLES BEING RAISED UP WHO ARE EQUIPPED AND EMPOWERED FOR MINISTRY
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Ministry Training Workshop Manual (Teaching No. 15)
BEING A LEADER OF VISION (Part A)

It is so important as pastors and leaders (and for all believers), that we are people of vision
and purpose. We only have one lifetime in which to make our lives count for all eternity.
We are also the generation, which is responsible for passing the gospel on to the next
generation. All great Christian leaders will live for a cause to see others helped and set free
to fulfil their own God given destinies. A leader of vision will inspire others to follow God’s
plan for their life.

Every God given vision is beyond our natural abilities to achieve and is totally dependent on
God bringing it to pass as we simply step out by faith to follow His plan for our life and
church. Moses when asked by God to lead the Israelites out of Egypt knew His great need
for God’s help. (Exodus 3:11-12) As leaders of vision we must put our entire trust in God
alone. We must consistently seek God for His wisdom and direction in all that we do.
“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it...” (Psalm 127:1)

Like King Solomon we need to ask God to give us His wisdom (1 Kings 3:7-13) and
strategies for fulfilling our God given destiny. This wisdom will also bless and help many
others to complete God’s plan for their life. (2 Chronicles 9:7, 22-23) Great Leaders of
vision trust and obey the Lord as they know that God is absolutely faithful and only has
plans to prosper them and not to harm them. (Jeremiah 29:11) Walking in obedience is a
key to seeing God’s supernatural provision in our lives and churches.

Jesus said, “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much...” and “if you have
not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true
riches?” (Luke 16:10-11) As we faithfully follow God’s best plan for our life He will begin
to open up new and greater doors of opportunity and responsibility. (Isaiah 55:8-9)
(Ephesians 3:20) A great leader loves God and has a desire to please the Lord as those who
love the Lord will obey His commandments. EVERY GREAT LEADER WILL LIVE FOR
OTHERS. Jesus Himself said that He did not come to earth to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45)

Great leaders will inspire others to see the vision of the church come to pass. Leaders of
vision have the ability to encourage people to work together as a team to see the vision for
the church become a reality. (Nehemiah 2:11-12 & 17-18) As church leaders we need to
have a vision to see our villages, cities, states and nation won to Jesus. To see God’s
Kingdom expanded here on earth. (Luke 11:2) As a church we need to have a love for the
lost and a passion to see the love of Christ transforming our community.



Every great leader has a clear vision for their life. (Habakkuk 2:2) A Pastor or
leader should have, or develop the following attributes to become a leader of
vision and destiny.

1) A person who spends time with God and abides in Christ. (John 15-4-5)

i)
i)
iii)
Iv)
v)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

9)
10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

A person of prayer (Jeremiah 33:3) (Nehemiah 1:4-6)

A person of faith (God dependence) (Psalm 22:4-5) (Hebrews 11:6) (Mark 9:23)

A person with Godly passion (Which comes from intimacy with God) (Psalm 37:4)

A leader whose first love is Jesus (Galatians 2:20) (Philippians 3:7-8) (Exodus 33:14-15)

A leader who is led by the Holy Spirit (Whose steps are ordered by the Lord) (Exodus 33:13)

A leader who follows God’s plan for their church or ministry and for their own life

A leader who is committed to seeing their community / nation won to Jesus (Neh. 2:2-5)
A leader who is committed to helping others to be passionate about their faith

A person who stays within his own gifting and ministry call (FOCUSED) (Neh. 6:1-4)
A servant leader (Who lays down his life for others)

A leader who has a heart to empower others for ministry

A person who has a passion to see mature disciples raised up

A leader who is able to delegate responsibilities to others as God leads (Exodus 18:18-23)

A leader who has a passion to see the gospel proclaimed (Ephesians 6:19-20)
A person who can communicate a vision to those that he shepherds

A leader who is able to encourage others to operate in their gifts and callings

i) A good leader encourages others to find out what God has planned for their life
i) God gives all of us a God-given desire or passion to make a difference somewhere

iii) God has created each heart differently. God places in our hearts ministry desires and
callings. Our heart draws us to the focus of our ministry. (Psalm 37:4)

iv) Leaders of vision help people to identify the areas of ministry God has placed on their heart to do

A person who has initiative. (A DOER) (Nehemiah 6:15-16)

A Leader who seeks God for strategies and goal setting
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15)
16)
17)

18)

19)
20)
21)
22)
23)

A person who has a pioneer spirit and is not afraid to take on new challenges
A person who has the courage to stand up for the gospel and Godly values
A leader who raises up and mentors other leaders

A leader who is able to maintain unity

i) Has wisdom and discernment

i) Has a shepherd’s heart (Father of the faith), and who pastors the leadership team

A big picture person (Who mobilises others into their ministry callings)

A leader who acknowledges and appreciates the efforts of others (A key to team unity)
An Encourager (Nehemiah 2:19-20)

A person who is Kingdom minded (Networks with other leaders / churches), and

A leader who leads by example

As Christians we are all called to be examples to those in the world and should have
leadership qualities as we have been called to reign with Christ here on earth.
(Revelation 5:9-10) Husbands also have been given the leadership responsibility
within the family. However, God also appoints and empowers specific leaders in
the church to help equip and to give direction to the Body of Christ to see God’s
Kingdom advanced here on earth.

All ministry leadership appointments should be ordained of God. It is God who
calls and raises up leaders and who puts people into the five-fold ministry.

(1 Timothy 1:12) (Ephesians 4:11-12) (1 Timothy 1:1) (Exodus 3:7-10)
(Deuteronomy 31:1-3 31:7-8 & 34:9) (Joshua 1:1-3)



Ministry Training Workshop Manual (Teaching No. 16)
BEING A LEADER OF VISION (Part B)

It is so important as Pastors and leaders (and even for all believers), that we are people of
vision and purpose. We only have one lifetime in which to make our lives count for all
eternity. This teaching covers some of the more practical areas of being a Leader of vision.
The following focuses are all critical for leaders of vision.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Helping to Equip the next generation (Youth) and all those attending the church to lead
fruitful lives by encouraging them to fully use their spiritual gifts. (Ephesians 4:11-12,
2 Timothy 2:2 and 1 Peter 5:1-4)

Having an emphasis on New Believers Training, by ensuring that all new believers are
given the opportunity to receive training to help them establish their Christian faith on a firm
foundation.

Helping all believers in the church to identify their spiritual gifts. God gives the gifts
“just as He determines” (1 Corinthians 12:11). A leader of vision helps to mobilise
ministries by encouraging all believers to become involved in ministry. Holding regular
Spiritual Gifts Surveys will help believers to identify their gifts and callings.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE. A leader of vision will always lead by example in
the following areas:

i) Character / Walking in Love / Faith in God (1 Timothy 4:12)

i) Having a heart for evangelism (Daniel 12:3 and Proverbs 11:30))
iii) Having a servant heart (Matthew 20:26-28)

iv) Being an encourager (Hebrews 10:24-25), AND

V) Esteeming others better than himself (Humility) (Philippians 2:3)

Being committed to SEEING OTHERS fulfil their God given destinies by:

i)  Looking for the potential in every believer

i)  Understanding the personality types of each believer

iii) Speaking destiny over the lives of believers

IV) Being committed to seeing every member in the church leading a fruitful life for God’s
Kingdom, AND

V) Releasing ministries to others as the Lord leads. (DELEGATION)

Being a part of the TEAM. A Leader of vision acknowledges that God has placed each
member in the Body of Christ as He has pleased. (1 Corinthians. 12:18) As a good leader he
is focused on maintaining team unity as each member of the team is allowed to use their
spiritual gifts for the benefit of all. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

A LEADER WHO FOLLOWS THE DIRECTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. A Leader
who simply trusts and obeys God and who is committed to following God’s plan for his life
(Ephesians 2:10) and the church. (Psalm 127:1)
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Leadership and Discipleship Manual Excerpts (Teaching No. 26)
AN OVERVIEW OF WHAT IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL CHURCH LEADERS

(Selected readings from this teaching)

1) Having a vision to reach the lost

Jesus said, “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes
the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields,
for they are already white for the harvest.

“And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that
both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the
saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps’” (John 4:35-37)

WE ALL HAVE A PART TO PLAY IN THE HARVESTING OF LOST SOULS

Every soul is precious to God. Every church should have a
clear vision and plan for reaching the lost

The LORD said to the prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make
it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it.” (Habakkuk 2:2)

2) Having a vision for equipping leaders (Building the
Kingdom of God focus)

Every leader must invest time in helping to develop the next
group of leaders. Mentoring and discipling future leaders will
ensure the ongoing expansion of God’s Kingdom

The apostle Paul said to the young pastor Timothy, “You therefore, my son,
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that you have
heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:1-2)
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3) Mobilising all Christians in their ministry gifts
Every Believer has a ministry and mission field. (Ephesians 2:10)

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not
have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy
in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he
who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:4-8)

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit, There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is
the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to each one for the profit of all:” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS SAYS

“And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

It is important that all Christians are equipped and encouraged to
use their ministry gifts and shown how to effectively share their
faith with unbelievers.

ALL CHURCH LEADERS NEED TO HAVE A VISION TO HELP
MOBILISE ALL CHRISTIANS TO USE THEIR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

(Running regular Spiritual Gifts workshops is a great starting point)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping
of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)
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The importance of making disciples (Feeding the sheep)

All Pastors have a responsibility for looking after those whom the
Holy Spirit has entrusted to them. (Acts 20:28)

As part of this responsibility, pastors should be teaching and
shepherding their flock to ensure that all the members in the
church are given the opportunity to grow strong in their faith.

Every pastor should also be aware of the importance of their own lives
being a role model to those who have been entrusted to their care.

The apostle Peter wrote, “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you,
serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain
but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples
to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown
of glory that does not fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2-5)

Jesus Himself said, “Go there and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

Jesus gave the apostle Peter a threefold commission for him to be a
shepherd to His sheep when He restored Peter.

“Feed My lambs”,
“Tend My sheep”, and
“Feed My sheep” (John 21:15-17)

Having small groups is a great way of connecting new Christians
to the life of a church and to help all Christians to grow in their
faith and to be encouraged to use their spiritual gifts.
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CHURCH OF HOPE

VISION FOR KINGS CROSS CHURCH \?f{/

“To see communities transformed by the love of God”

SYDNEY (Kings Cross) “Outreach and Ministry Training Focus”

>

>

Providing a place of belonging for those from the marginalised community, where God’s love and
presence is clearly evident and where worship and prayer is a focus. (Sundays and Mid Week)

Working together with other local churches to help to see a 24/7 facility becoming available,
where those who are in need of encouragement can receive pastoral assistance from mature
Christians at any time.

Helping to bring Kingdom values into Kings Cross (Weekly Saturday Street Outreaches)

Holding outreach meetings each Sunday (St Johns Upper Lounge) where people can experience
the practical love of Christ by receiving a free meal, whilst being encouraged with practical bible
based gospel messages, to help them grow in their walk with the Lord.

Opening up a Discipleship house where 3 or 4 at a time who are on the streets can be housed
short term as they look for work and permanent accommodation

Holding mid-week Leadership Training Small Groups to disciple new believers and to train up
Christians for the work of the ministry.

Training up and releasing small group leaders, church planting outreach teams and equipping and
sending overseas missions teams to help equip and empower local pastors in the third world
nations to run pastors workshops for other pastors. These workshops are also designed to help all
pastors to set up ministry training courses in their own churches.

SYDNEY (Equipping and Mobilising Christians for other Outreach Plants)

>
>

Establishing house churches (small groups) in high rise areas as the Lord leads.

Sending out evangelism teams to reach out to the urban poor and marginalized in other suburbs
as the Lord directs (initially Blacktown in Spring and next year Newcastle).

Establishing new weekly outreach focused revival meetings and leadership training groups in
these new areas as per the Kings Cross Church Model.

Helping other churches as the Lord leads, to pioneer outreaches and revival meetings
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TOPIC 2 SELECTED TEACHINGS
Leadership and Discipleship Manual Excerpts (Introduction)

Building your life on the Word of God

As Christians we live in a world which is full of ungodly influences and at times even
hostility to the things of God. The Bible has much to say on the importance of all
believers being overcomers in this life. (Revelation 21:7) (Revelation 2:11, 17, 26)
(Revelation 3:5, 10-12, 21)

Jesus in His life here on earth said many things to His disciples to encourage them.
Jesus said to His disciples, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, | have overcome the
world. ” (John 16:33)

Jesus said as He began talking about the end of this age,

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to
the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

In this world there are both people who are under the sway of the Kingdom of Darkness
(the sons of this world) (Ephesians 2:1-3) and people who belong to the Kingdom of
God (those born again believers who belong to God’s family). (1 Peter 2:9)
(Ephesians 2:4-6) As Christians we need to live in this world but not be of this world.
(1 John 2:15-17) We need to let our light so shine before men that they may see our
good works and glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16) and not allow the spirit of
this world to draw us away from our love for the things of God.

Jesus shared in his parable of the Wheat and the Tares that in this life here on earth we
will be living both with those who love God (believers) and those who reject the things
of God. (Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43) God has given us His Word to help us in this life
to remain strong in our faith.

Building our life on the Word of God is the key to remaining strong in our Christian
walk and in fulfilling our God given destiny. God has a unique plan and purpose for
every Believer’s life (Ephesians 2:10) (John 15:16)

Meditating on the Word of God helps Believers to fulfill their God given destiny.
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Before leading the Israelites into the Promised Land, the Lord said to Joshua,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and
night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

Psalm one also emphasises the importance of meditating on God’s Word.
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates
day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its
season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)

Building our lives on the Word of God will also help us to remain strong
during those times when we experience great trials or challenges in life.

Jesus Himself emphasised the importance of building our life on the rock.
“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, 1 will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

The words “whoever” and “everyone” emphasise the absolute importance of building our
life on the Word of God. The entire Bible is inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16) and contains
all that we need to live a life of fruitfulness here on earth. Jesus made it clear that all those
who build their life on His teachings and wisdom will not fall when they go through times
of trials and challenges.

What can also be seen in this passage of Scripture is that we will all at some time
experience challenges and trials in our life. Both the wise man and the foolish man
experienced storms (challenges) in their life.

This passage of Scripture also makes it clear that for those who disregard the teachings of
Jesus and who do not build their life on the Word of God, when the trials and
disappointments of life come upon them, they will be inadequately prepared and equipped
to handle them.

The Word of God also helps us to be prepared and thoroughly equipped for all
that God has planned for our life.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
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When we become Christians we need to replace our wrong mindsets
with the truth that is contained in God’s Word.

Jesus Himself said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed. And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

THE APOSTLE PAUL EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING OUR
MINDS RENEWED WHEN WE BECOME A BELIEVER.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

WHEN WE BECOME A CHRISTIAN WE BECOME A NEW CREATION IN CHRIST
(2 Corinthians 5:17), A CHILD OF GOD (John 1:12) AND WE ARE ADOPTED INTO
GOD’S FAMILY. (Romans 8:15-17)

AFTER BECOMING A CHRISTIAN WE NEED TO GAIN A FULLER UNDERSTANDING
OF THE INHERITANCE THAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST AND HOW WE CAN FULFIL OUR
DESTINY IN CHRIST AS WE LEARN HOW TO WALK AS A CHILD OF GOD. (Romans
12:9-21) THE APOSTLE PAUL PRAYED FOR THE CHRISTIANS IN EPHESIS, THAT
THEY WOULD GAIN GREATER REVELATION IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST.
(Ephesians 1:15-23)

When we begin to meditate on the Word of God we start to embrace God’s Kingdom
values and attitudes in our life. For those who have came from abusive backgrounds
or who have been raised up in other religious traditions, meditating on the Word of
God will greatly empower them to have a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and healthier relationships with others.

MANY BENEFITS ARE EXPERIENCED BY A BELIEVER WHEN THEY
MEDITATE ON THE WORD OF GOD. SOME OF THESE BENEFITS INCLUDE:

e Receiving clear direction for our lives
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

e Gaining Revelation from God’s Word
“Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul keeps them. The entrance of Your
words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.” (Psalm 119:129-130)
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Maintaining peace during the storms of life
“Great peace have those who love Your law, and nothing causes them to stumble.”
(Psalm 119:165)

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in
You.” (Isaiah 26:3)

We are assured of God’s great love for us

The Bible says much about God’s great love for us. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

Gaining wisdom for everyday life
“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your

commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me.”
(Psalm 119:97-98)

Being purified and cleansed from our old habits

“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. With my
whole heart | have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! Your
word | have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)

Having our faith encouraged and uplifted
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

“This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given me life.” (Psalm 119:50)

THE WORD OF GOD IS FULL OF MANY PROMISES WHICH NEED TO BE
APPROPRIATED BY FAITH (Hebrews 11:1)

Receiving encouragement as God speaks through His Word a word

in season (Rhema Word)

“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how
good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23)

God can speak a Rhema word to us as we read the Word of God. When we are
praying for help or His direction in life, the Holy Spirit will often make a
Scripture or passage of Scripture stand out (a word in season) to encourage us
or to give us direction in life.
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Being equipped and prepared for ministry

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Receiving correction to help us avoid unwanted pitfalls
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who
keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...” (Hosea 4:6)

Being blessed and prosperous in life,

“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD! Blessed
are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart.”
(Psalm 119:1)

Gaining Prophetic insight into what is to come as we draw near to

the end of this age. The gospels, some of the epistles and the books of the
minor and major prophets such as Daniel and Ezekiel and the book of Revelation
contain much content in relation to what is still to come as we approach the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Millennial reign here on earth.

Preventing us from drifting off into wrong doctrine

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) and

Bringing revival into our lives as the Word fills our heart

“Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and | shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with
my whole heart. Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for | delight
in it. Incline my heart to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness. Turn away
my eyes from looking at worthless things, and revive me in Your way. Establish
your word to Your servant, who is devoted to fearing You...Revive me in Your
righteousness.” (Psalm 119:33-38, 40)
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Leadership and Discipleship Manual Excerpts (Teaching No. 30)

SOME KEYS TO ANSWERED PRAYER
(The “ASK formula” based on a message by John Hagee)

Jesus Himself said much about the importance of prayer and for the need to ask for those
things that are needed in life. Asking God for His direction in our life and His help in
meeting our needs demonstrates our dependence on and trust in Him. The Prophet
Jeremiah wrote: “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the
LORD.” (Jeremiah 17:7)

Jesus said to His disciples, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I
say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you
have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”
(John 16:23-24)

Jesus also said, “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (John 14:13-14)

The book of James also says, “You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and
cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.”
(James 4:2)

As Christians we need to have a childlike dependency on God, with prayer being an
integral part of our everyday life. 1 will now look at nine keys which are mentioned in
the bible in relation to prayer.

NINE BIBLICAL KEYS THAT RELATE TO PRAYER AND
WHICH HELP TO SEE OUR PRAYERS BEING ANSWERED:

1) Pray to the Father in the Name of Jesus
(John 16:23-24) (John 15:16)

As Believers we have power and authority when using the Name
of Jesus. (Mark 16:17-18) (Mark 14:14)

2) Pray with praise and thanksgiving
(Psalm 100:4) (Matthew 21:15-16) (Philippians 4:6) (Psalm 34:1)

3) Pray without any known sin in your life (1 Timothy 2:8)
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4) We must pray BELIEVING that God will answer our
prayers (Mark 11:23-24) (Matthew 21:21-22)

- Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
(Romans 10:17)

- The importance of meditating on and speaking out God’s
promises in His Word (Joshua 1:8)

- Not allowing the negative things of this world to undermine
our faith (Psalm 1:1-3) (Philippians 4:8) (Colossians 3:16)

5) Pray with the right motive (For God’s glory) That the
Father may be glorified in the Son (John 14:13)

(2 Corinthians 1:20)

6) Right relationships (walking in forgiveness towards others
(Mark 11:25) (1 Peter 3:7) and seeking first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33)) Jesus
emphasised the importance of continually walking in love.
(John 13:34)

7) Our prayers should be directed by the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8:26-27)

8) Praying according to God’s Word and will for our life
(Isaiah 55:11) (Luke 1:38) (1 John 1:14)

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us,
whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of
Him.” (1 John 5:14-15)

9) The Prayer of agreement (Matthew 18:19)
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THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITY AND
HAVING INTIMACY WITH THE LORD

INTRODUCTION:

The church (which is made up of many believers) needs to be the salt and the light in
this world. Christ the hope of glory in us should draw people to Jesus Christ. The
Apostle Paul wrote,

“the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed
to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:26-27)

“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (Colossians 1:28)

As Christians we need to be living epistles so that wherever we are positioned people

can see in our lives a difference and can see God’s Kingdom values in our life.

Jesus Himself said,

“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its flavour, how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” (Matthew 5:13)
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are

in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16)

AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST ALSO BE PREPARED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL IN
SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON. THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE:

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

IN THIS TEACHING | WANT TO SHARE ON TWO VERY IMPORTANT
KEYS TO SEEING OUR LIVES AND THE CHURCH MAKING A GREAT
IMPACT ON OUR COMMUNITIES. THESE TWO KEYS ARE:

1) HAVING UNITY IN THE CHURCH AND

i) HAVING INTIMACY IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD
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| WILL FIRSTLY START BY LOOKING AT THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING
UNITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST. Jesus emphasised the importance of having
unity when He prayed for all believers. Jesus in His prayer said,

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;
“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that you sent Me.”

“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
| in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfect in one, and that the world may know that
You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” (John 17:20-23)

“And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which
You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (John 17:26)

AS CHRISTIANS GOD’S LOVE HAS BEEN POURED OUT IN OUR HEARTS
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” (Romans 5:5)

GENUINE LOVE FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE LORD IS A
KEY TO SEEING UNITY WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST.

GOD’S KINGDOM IS CHARACTERISED BY GIVING AND LOVING OTHERS.
WE CAN SEE THIS HEART OF GOD IN JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.”

AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO ALLOW GOD’S LOVE WHICH IS POURED
OUT IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO FLOW THROUGH US TO
TOUCH THE LIVES OF THE LOST AND HURTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES

True love is also accompanied by practical acts of kindness. The Apostle John
wrote,

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need,
and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children,
let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18)
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CHRISTIANS IN THE EARLY CHURCH ALSO PRACTICALLY LOVED
AND SUPPORTED ONE ANOTHER (LOVE IN ACTION)

“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone
say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. And
with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great
grace was upon them all.” (Acts 4:32-33)

“Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the
apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.” (Acts 4:34-35)

THE EARLY CHURCH HAD GREAT UNITY AND MOVED IN POWER

| WILL NOW SHARE ABOUT A NUMBER OF REASONS WHY IT IS SO
IMPORTANT TO HAVE UNITY WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST AND OUR
OWN CHURCHES

1) It is a key to seeing God’s power in our churches

In the Book of Acts we read about the unity amongst the disciples, “These
all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” (Acts 1:14)

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rus