PARTICIPATING in God's plan for
our life
As Christians we can either get wholeheartedly
involved in the work of the Kingdom, or just be
spectators and have no real genuine concern for
reaching out to the lost and in living for the
Kingdom Cause.
Jesus Himself said to His disciples,
“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send
out labourers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

Today is no different. Truly the harvest is
plentiful but the labourers are few
• Every believer has an important part to play in
helping to see our world come to Christ
• God has a unique God plan for every believer's life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
(Ephesians 2:10)

• When we look at Ephesians 2:10 we can see
that God has a good plan for our life, but we
have the choice as to whether or not we get
involved in God's plan for our life, the “good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.”

The Apostle Paul also emphasised that living
for the Lord should always
be a high priority in our life
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

There are many reasons why it is so important
to get involved in the work of God's Kingdom
during our time here on earth
1) It is the key to enjoying a life of great purpose
and meaning
Jesus Himself said,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy. I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
(John 10:10)

As believers we will be most fulfilled and most
productive in life when we are following God’s
plan for our life

Jesus Himself said,
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit,
and that your fruit should remain, that whatever
you ask the Father in My name He may give
you.” (John 15:16)

2) The eternal destinies of others are
dependent on us living for the Kingdom Cause.
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall
be saved.” How then shall they call on Him in
whom they have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings
of good things!” (Romans 10:13-15)

3) The destinies of other believers are
influenced by our decision to
wholeheartedly live for the Lord.
• As we pursue God’s plan for our life we will also help
others to realise their God given destiny
• We all need each other in the Body of Christ.

• Brian and Bobbie Houston from Hillsong are a
wonderful example of how their obedience in
following God’s plan for their life has helped thousands
of Christians to embrace God’s plan for their lives
• Your life has the potential to help many other
Christians to realise their God given destiny

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But now God has set the members, each one of
them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they
were all one member, where would the body be? But
now indeed there are many members, yet one body.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need
of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no
need of you.” No, much rather, those members of
the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

We all need one another in the Body of Christ.
When even one member of the Body of Christ is not
functioning in their gifts the whole of the Body of
Christ is affected in some way – Your life matters

4) Our passion for the things of God will have a
positive effect on the lives of those around us,
especially our friends and family
• In a world full of lawlessness and a
constant pursuit of pleasure, how we
need to be role models for our Children by always
putting the things of the Kingdom first in our life.
• If we have no real passion for the
things of God and little desire to
live for the Lord, it is far easier for
the Devil to entice our children
into the world as they enter their teenage years.

WE ARE NOW LIVING IN THE PERILOUS TIMES
THAT THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE OF IN 2 TIMOTHY
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But know this, that in the last days
perilous times will come: For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having
a form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

• If kids grow up in an environment of faith and see
their parents’ passion to live for the things of the
Kingdom, they too will grow up that way
(All of Brian and Bobbie Houston's children are
now actively serving the Lord in ministry)
• It is our own zeal for the Lord and passion to live
for Him that will have the greatest impact on the
lives of others

Jesus Himself said,
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set
on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.
(Matthew 5:14-16)

5) One day we will appear before the Lord
to receive our rewards for our life lived
here on earth.

• One day we will be rewarded for how faithfully
we have fulfilled God's Ephesians 2:10 plan for
our life and the degree to which we have been
motivated by sincere love and a dependence on
God's ability to accomplish His plan for our life

It is so important that all that we
do for the Lord and for others is
motivated by genuine love.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I
have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and
though I give my body to be burned, but have not
love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

The Apostle Peter also emphasised the
importance of doing things in God’s ability and
strength rather than relying on our own ability
The Apostle Peter wrote,
“If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.
If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability
which God supplies, that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11)
What God Has planned for our life will require His
enabling power and ability to accomplish

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ. ... So then each of
us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let
us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve
this, not to put a stumbling block or cause to fall in our
brother’s way.” (Romans 14:10, 12-13)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in
the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10)

Jesus Himself said, “For the Son of Man will come
in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then
He will reward each according
to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
Given the fact that we will all one
day appear before the judgment
seat of Christ to give an account of our life here on
earth, how important it is that we are “well pleasing
to Him” and that we have been faithful stewards of
the gifts and talents that God has entrusted to us
WE HAVE ONE GIFT OF LIFE TO MAKE AN
ETERNAL DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF
OTHERS DURING OUR TIME HERE ON EARTH

6) When we look at the current state of
the world it is obvious that we are
very close to the return of the Lord
and the rapture of all true believers.
• Given the lateness of the hour that we are now
living in, there is no better time than now to
fully invest our lives in living for the Kingdom
Cause
• Like the Apostle Paul we need to be actively
sharing our faith with others as we
see the imminent return of the Lord

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For though I am free from all men, I have
made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more;
and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews;
to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I
might win those who are under the law, to those who
are without law, as without law (not being without law
toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might
win those who are without law; to the weak I became as
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”
Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be
partaker of it with you.” (1 Corinthians 9:19-23) AND

7) When we wholeheartedly live
for the Kingdom Cause we can be
assured that God will continually
meet our every single need in life
Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”
(Matthew 6:31-33)

Though there are many good reasons why we
should actively participate in the work of the Lord,
Jesus made it clear that many would be distracted
and drawn away from God’s plan for their life and
bear little or no eternal fruit in their lives
Jesus said in His explanation of the Parable of the
Sower, “These likewise are the ones sown on stony
ground who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with gladness; and they have no root in
themselves, and so endure only for a time.
Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises
for the word’s sake, immediately they
stumble.” (Mark 4:16-17)

“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they
are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the
desires for other things entering in choke the word,
and it becomes unfruitful.
“But these are the ones sown on good ground,
those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred.” (Mark 4:18-20)
SO HOW DO WE BECOME AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN
THE WORK OF GOD'S KINGDOM GIVEN THE MANY
DISTRACTIONS AND TEMPTATIONS THAT WE ARE
NOW EXPOSED TO IN THE WORLD

1) We need to continually spend quality time
with the Lord to get His heart for people and
to know His will and plan for our life
King David wrote,
“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give
you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)

When we spend intimate time with the LORD He
will begin to put on our heart the things that He has
planned for our life AND give us His heart to reach
out to people with the good news of the gospel

• Spending quality time on a regular basis in God’s
presence helps us to continually remain
in the centre of God’s will for our life
• Knowing and following God’s will and
plan for our life is a great key to seeing our lives
making a great difference in this world for eternity.
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil. Therefore do not be unwise,
but understand what the will of the
Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

• Having intimacy with the Lord is a great key to
seeing God’s plan for our life continually
unfolding over time and to being at the
right place at the right time.
King David wrote, “The steps of a good man are
ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.”
(Psalm 37:23)
Jesus Himself said, “However, when He, the Spirit
of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;
for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell
you things to come.” (John 16:13)

2) That we daily choose to follow God's plan for
our life - COMMITMENT is crucial if
we are to fulfil God’s plan for our life
• Living for the Lord needs to be a daily choice
• Otherwise the daily challenges and trials of life
will distract us from living for the Lord
• We must purposely commit our plans to the Lord.
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your
thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)

Jesus Himself said,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23)

Living for the Lord needs to be a daily choice IF
we are to continually seize the God given
opportunities that come our way in life to share
our faith with others
When our lives are fully surrendered to the Lord,
we will see God doing great things through our
lives

Jesus Himself said,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but
if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his
life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves
Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My
Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

3) We need to be PLANTED in a local church
fellowship - That we become an active
member of our church fellowship
• Every believer is uniquely gifted and can
contribute to the life and well being of the church
fellowship – As a team we can achieve much
• Our God given destiny will always be
outworked in connection with others
• We all need the CONTINUAL encouragement and
support of other believers if we are to realise our
full potential in Christ

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us
consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you
see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
Being planted in a local church fellowship helps us to
have accountability to other mature Christians,
which is a great key to making wise choices in life and
to remaining in the centre of God’s will for our life

4) That we have friends of Godly passion and
vision in our life
• We become like the company that we keep
• Every believer has the potential to make a
great difference in this world for eternity
• For the this reason the enemy will continually
try and bring into our lives wrong people who
will sidetrack us from the things of God

• For this reason we need to continually choose
right friends in our life

• Friends who will encourage us to fulfil God’s
plan for our life
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The righteous should choose his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”
(Proverbs 12:26)

5) That we continually live our life
with eternity in mind
• We have one life here on earth to make a
difference for eternity
• As Christians we are in the world but not of it
• Once we come to Christ we will never
experience true meaning from the things of this
world – It is loving the Lord and following His
plan for our life that will give us true purpose
and meaning in life

• It is in pursuing God’s plan for our life that we will
make an eternal difference in the lives of
others and store up treasures in heaven
Jesus Himself emphasised the importance of
living with eternity in mind when He said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
(Matthew 6:19-21)

6) That we simply allow the Holy Spirit to
continually guide and direct our steps in life.
• As we simply allow the Holy Spirit to guide and
direct our steps in life we will see God's destiny
and plan for our lives coming to pass

• Life is full of choices. The Holy Spirit will help us
to continually make right choices in life that are in
line with God’s will for our life, so
that we fulfil God’s plan for our life
• In fulfilling God’s plan for our life we will make an
eternal difference in the lives of many

Jesus Himself said,
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all
things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)
The Holy Spirit will continually tell us things
to come so that we can fulfil God’s plan and
purpose for our life
AND

7) We need to be prepared to take steps of
faith to fully embrace God's plan for our life
• What God has planned for our life will
need His help and ability to accomplish

• What God has planned for our lives will involve
stepping out of our comfort zone at times
• But God will never let us down when we step out
to do what He is calling us to do. We can depend
on God’s faithfulness

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
God’s plan for our life will always
involve taking steps of faith
But when we step out by faith to do what God is
calling us to do, we will always see God’s enabling
power in our life and Him continually meeting our
every need in life – We can depend on God’s
faithfulness

So in what ways can we participate in God’s
Kingdom Cause and His plan for our lives
1) By using our spiritual gifts and talents to bless
others and to help see our church make a great
difference in our local community
2) By praying for people and for our city and nation
3) By encouraging other believers to keep strong in
their faith and to fulfil God’s plan for their life
4) By helping to lead others to Christ (our family
members, friends and workmates), and
5) By sowing financially into God’s work
which is an eternal investment

So in conclusion a local church
can be a church that:
1) Just simply exists in the community, OR

2) A Church that helps to bring transformation
to their community as those in the church
actively participate in God’s plan for their life
As Christians we have a message of hope. If all
Christians in a local church become participants in
GOD’s plan for their lives and work together as a team,
their church has the potential to help bring
transformation to their local community

I will now finish by looking at the life of a man
who fully participated in God’s plan for his life
JOHN HARPER (A true hero of the faith)

• John Harper was born to a pair of solid
Christian parents on May the 29th, 1872
• On the last Sunday of March 1886, when 13 years old,
John Harper received Jesus as the Lord of his life
• Four years later at the age of 17, John Harper began
preaching in the streets of his village pouring out his
soul to see lost people come to Christ

• As John Harper’s life unfolded he was consumed by a
passion to read and to preach the Word of God
• After five or six years of toiling on street
corners preaching the gospel and working
in a mill during the day, John Harper
started his own church in September of 1896.

• This church started with just 25 members and over the
next 13 years grew to 500 members
• During this time John Harper got married but shortly
after was widowed. However during this brief marriage
God blessed him with a beautiful little girl named Nana.
• Ironically, John Harper almost drowned
on three occasions

• When two and a half years of age, he almost
drowned when he fell into a well but his mother
resuscitated him
• At the age of 26 he was swept out to sea by a reverse
current and barely survived
• And if this was not enough, at the age of 32 he faced
death on a leaking ship in the Mediterranean.

• It was like God was preparing him
for what would come next
• On the 14th of April 1912 the RMS Titanic was sailing
swiftly on the bitterly cold ocean waters

• On board this ship were many rich people

• At 11.40 pm on that fateful night, an iceberg scraped
the ships starboard side and ripping
open six watertight air compartments
• The sea poured in
• On board the ship that night was John Harper and his
much beloved six year old daughter Nana
• According to documented reports as soon as it became
apparent the boat was about to sink, he immediately
took his daughter to a lifeboat
• It is reasonable to assume that this widowed preacher
could also have easily got on board this lifeboat and
been saved

• However this thought never crossed John Harper’s mind

• He bent down and kissed his precious little
girl; looking into her eyes he told her that
she would see him again someday.
• The flares going off in the dark sky reflected the tears on
his face as he turned and headed towards the crowd of
desperate humanity on the sinking ocean liner
• As the rear of the huge ship began to lurch upwards,
John Harper made his way up the deck yelling, “Women,
children and unsaved into the life boats.”
• As the ship began to break in half many
people dived into the icy waters. 1528
people went into the frigid waters.

• John Harper was seen swimming frantically to people
in the water leading them to Christ before hypothermia
became fatal
• John Harper swam up to one young man
who had climbed up on a piece of debris
• John Harper between breaths said “Are you saved?”
This young man replied no.
• Harper then tried to lead him to Christ only to have the
young man who was in shock, reply no

• John Harper then took off his own life jacket and threw
it to the young man
• A few minutes later John Harper swam back to this
young man and led him to Christ

• Of the 1528 people who went into the
icy waters that night only six survived.
One of them was this young man
• Four years later, at a survivors meeting, this young man
stood up in tears and recounted how John Harper had
led him to Christ
• Mr Harper had tried to swim back to help others, yet
because of the cold had become too weak to swim.
• HIS LAST WORDS BEFORE GOING UNDER IN THE FRIGID
WATERS WERE, “Believe on the Name of the Lord
Jesus and you will be saved.”

