LIVING BY FAITH
When we look at the Word of God we can see that living for God is full of possibilities if we live by faith. 

In the book of Jeremiah we see the word of the LORD to the prophet Jeremiah when he was in jail,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
· God is never limited by our ability, only our availability and obedience

· We all have one life here on earth to leave a legacy for eternity

· One gift of life to store up treasures for eternity

· Today I want to share some thoughts in relation to living a life of faith

· For some people they really only realize the importance of faith when something happens to them and they desperately need help

· One preacher said that for many, faith is like the spare tyre. They only think about it and realize its importance when they are in trouble. Is there air in the spare when they get a puncture

· MAINTAINING A STRONG FAITH HOWEVER IS CRUCIAL FOR EVERY BELIEVER FOR TWO REASONS:

I) It helps us to be prepared for and to meet and overcome the trials that we can all have in life, and

II) It helps us to step into all that God has planned for our life

· TODAY I WANT TO SHARE SOME THOUGHTS IN RELATION TO OUR FAITH

1)  GOD HAS GIVEN EACH OF US A MEASURE OF FAITH

(For this reason we should never boast about what God does in and through our lives)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3) 

IN ALL THAT WE DO WE SHOULD GIVE GOD THE GLORY. 

THIS HELPS US TO REMAIN HUMBLE AND STRONG WHEN GOD USES US IN A BIG WAY TO GLORIFY HIM. 

The Apostle Paul also said,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

2)  FAITH COMES BY HEARING  AND HEARING BY THE  

 WORD OF GOD (WE CAN BUILD UP OUR FAITH BY  

 MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD)

THE MORE WE MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD THE STRONGER WE BECOME IN OUR FAITH. 

RENEWING OUR MINDS WITH THE WORD OF GOD AND ALLOWING THE WORD TO ENTER OUR HEARTS AS WE MEDITATE ON AND SPEAK OUT GOD’S WORD HELPS US TO GROW IN OUR FAITH

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) AND
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”           (Romans 10:17)
IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS WE READ

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
3)  ONE OF THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT IS THE GIFT OF  FAITH (A SUPERNATURAL ABILITY TO BELIEVE FOR  THINGS THAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO)
In 1 Corinthians we read,
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

The gift of faith – is a unique form of faith that goes beyond natural faith and saving faith. It supernaturally trusts and does not doubt with reference to the specific matters involved.
4)  WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

TRUSTING GOD IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE IS THE KEY TO APPROPRIATING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE. GOD REWARDS THOSE WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM – TO NOT TRUST GOD IS TO DOUBT HIS FAITHFULNESS AND ABILITY TO HELP US

5)  WHEN WE STEP OUT BY FAITH GOD MOVES 

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

When we step out by faith to do what God has called us to do, He responds to our faith

WHEN MOSES STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND OVER THE SEA AS INSTRUCTED BY THE LORD, THE LORD CAUSED THE SEA TO GO BACK BY A STRONG EAST WIND ALL THAT NIGHT, AND MADE THE SEA INTO DRY LAND, AND THE WATERS WERE DIVIDED
WHEN JOSHUA AND HIS ARMY ENCIRLED THE WALLS OF JERICHO AS INSTRUCTED BY THE LORD, THE WALLS FELL DOWN

WHEN PETER STEPPED OUT OF THE BOAT AS INSTRUCTED BY JESUS, HE WALKED ON THE WATER WHILST HIS EYES WERE FIXED ON JESUS

GOD MOVES WHEN WE MOVE. The Acts of the Apostles was written because the Apostles acted.

6)  WE MUST GUARD OUR FAITH (WE MUST CHOOSE OUR FRIENDS WISELY) In the book of Colossians we read,
The Apostle Paul wrote, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:6-8)
7)  THE IMPORTANCE OF ASKING GOD FOR HELP RATHER THAN SPEAKING ABOUT THE MOUNTAINS IN OUR LIFE (Sometimes we need to just ask God in prayer to meet our needs. This can be the case where we have become too busy in life to spend quality time with the Lord)
Jesus Himself said,

“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)
Jesus Himself also said,

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:7-11)

The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
8) WE NEED TO JUST DO WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO

WATER TO WINE MIRACLE IN GOSPEL OF JOHN

“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!” This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.” (John 2:1-11)
WHEN PETER, WHO HAD CAUGHT NO FISH ALL NIGHT, OBEYED THE LORD WHEN HE ASKED HIM TO PUT OUT THE NETS AGAIN, HE WITNESSED A MIRACULOUS CATCH OF FISH (Luke 5:3-9)
9) WE NEED TO APPROPRIATE GOD’S MIRACLES BY FAITH

Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
The woman who had an issue of blood for 12 years and who had spent all of her money on doctors bills knew and believed that if she could only touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, she would be made well. She had faith to be healed.

“For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction.” (Mark 5: 28-29)
10) Finally, we need to just simply accept by faith the fact that what the Bible says is the truth and 100% inspired of God. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
AS BELIEVERS WE CAN APPROPRIATE ALL OF THE PROMISES CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD – ALTHOUGH MANY ARE CONDITIONAL UPON US DOING OUR PART.

For example as we seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness all the other things shall be added to us.

WE MUST SIMPLY BELIEVE THE WORD OF GOD AND BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE PROMISES AND WISDOM CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD – 100 % OBEDIENCE TO HIS WORD 
