How to be a church of influence in your community

To be a church of influence we must be

1) A church of prayer

· Intercession for your community (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
· Strong personal prayer life (Leaders)  (Acts 1:13-14)
· Prayer Walks (Anointing with oil)

· This will give you a heart for the community and a passion to reach the lost

· Travailing in prayer for your community

· Binding the ruling spirits over your area. (Matthew 16:19)

2) A church that seeks God for His outreach strategies

· Personally seek God for his plan for your life

· Seek God for His outreach strategies. Do not be bound by programs  

· God will birth in people visions for how to reach the community. (They need to be encouraged and supported)

· God’s ways are higher than our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9)

3) A church of Faith that has a pioneering spirit

· If God is for us who can be against us

· God will provide all the resources

· God will provide all the labourers

· God will open doors that no man can close

· WE MUST BE GOD DEPENDENT

· We must not compromise the gospel and dilute it down

· Without Faith we cannot please God (Mark 11:22-24) (Hebrews 11:6)

4) A church that serves the community

· We must look for creative ways to serve the community

· We should be looking at practical ways of sharing the gospel (gift boxes)

· We should be looking at practical ways of educating the community

· We should be looking at ways of connecting with and helping the local Council

· Jesus came to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28)

5) A church that knows the importance of humility

· We are all saved by grace through faith in Christ, not because of our works 

· Jesus was the absolute example of humility  (Mark 10:43-45) 

· The world is seeking after Christians who are real and transparent

· Jesus said, “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matthew 18:4)

· We must give all the glory to God  (1 Corinthians 10:31) The Lord must build the house.  We need to depend on the Lord.  (Psalm 127:1)
6) A church that reaches out beyond the four walls

· We need to reach out to the unsaved community

· We need to build bridges into the community (Acts 1:8)

· We need to care for the community

· We need to love the community

· Jesus was a friend to the lost (Matthew 11:19)

7) A church that moves in the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (Acts 1:8)
· We must all seek to be led by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26)  (John 16:13)  (Romans 8:14)
· We must seek to be used by God in the area of healings and miracles (Mk. 16:17-18)
· The world is not seeking religion and tradition.  We need to move in God’s power. (John 14:12-14) All believers need to be encouraged to be baptised in the Holy Spirit.
· Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty

· It is not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord (Zechariah 4:6)
8) A church that is equipped for Spiritual Warfare

· We are not fighting people, but the principalities and powers of darkness   
(Ephesians 6:12)

· We must bind demonic strongholds and loose people from strongholds        
(Matthew 16:19)

· We must continually seek to be in the presence of God (Psalm 91)

· The power of worship, both privately and in community outreaches (John 4:23)

· Fasting (Matthew 17:21))

· All Christians should be clothed in the armour of God  (Ephesians 6:13-18)

· OBEDIENCE (Being in the centre of God’s will)

· Praying together (Acts 1:14) (God dwells where 2 or more believers are gathered)

· The Blood of Jesus (We should apply it each day)

· The Name of Jesus

· PREACHING THE GOSPEL (Acts 8:5-8 (Eph.6:19) (Rom.1:16) (Rom.10:14-15)

· WE MUST KNOW OUR AUTHORITY AS A BELIEVER

9) A church where people know that people have love for one another
· By this people will know we are disciples of Jesus Christ (John 13:34-35)

· This love will draw people into a church

· This love will help to ensure that people stay in the church

· People don’t care about how much we know, but about how much we care

· To help develop the atmosphere of love in our churches, and to help Christians             to mature in their faith (Growing in love towards God and others), the following    practical measures should be incorporated into the life of a healthy church:

i) Serving others in practical ways (meals, food parcels, assisting the needy, etc)

ii) Worship (God’s Presence) and personal prayer being a key part of all church meetings 

iii) Connecting all Christians to a smaller (care/study) group,

iv) Raising up leaders who also have servant and pastoral hearts, and
v) Encouraging all Christians to use their gifts within the life of the church to bless others
10) A church that has people who are PASSIONATE about Jesus
· Jesus must be our first love (Revelation 2:1-5) THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS
· We need to spend time with God (THE KEY TO STAYING HOT) (Rev. 3:14-16)
· We must develop the practice of involving God in all areas of our life

· Christianity is not a Sunday-to-Sunday experience, but a lifestyle

· A truly passionate Church can change a whole community (ACTS 5:12-16) 
11) A church that “GOES” (We must “just do it”)
“Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, go down; For the winepress is full, the vats overflow-For their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.” (Joel 3:13-14)
“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are white for harvest!” 

(John 4:35)

(EXEKIEL 33:1-11)

12) A church that is made up of DISCIPLES of Jesus Christ
· A disciple of Jesus has laid down their life to serve God

· A disciple of Jesus lives for a higher cause than just living for one’s own needs

· A true disciple counts the cost and will serve Jesus Christ no matter what the cost

· A true disciple seeks only to do God’s will for their life (Matthew 16:24-25)
· Jesus said, “I have come down from heaven…to do…the will of My Father”   

(John 6:38)

· Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work”  (John 4:34)
· Jesus said that, “I have come that they may have life and life more abundantly.”   

(John 10:10)

· It is only as we seek to do God’s will for our life that we experience this abundant life. Our lives will only bear fruit as we die to self and our own agendas. As John the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30) If we die to self (surrender our lives totally to Jesus Christ), we will produce much eternal fruit in our lives.  (John 12:24)
· The world is desperately seeking to meet Christians who are what they preach and who shine in the darkness  

Jesus said, “...Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:34-35) 
“And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30a)
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