GOD’S HEART FOR EVANGELISM

Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10)

WHY EVANGELISM? (SCRIPTURAL BASIS)

Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”  (Matthew 28:19)
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6)
“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8)
“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest”  

(Luke 10:2)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.  Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives…To preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18)
The book of proverbs also comments on the importance of sharing our faith:

“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”  (Prov. 24:11-12)
“.. And he who wins souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30)

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE IN HIS LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace…”  (Rom. 10:15a)
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
Prophetic evangelism and signs and wonders will become more prominent in these last days, as Christians respond to the call of God to evangelise.

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.  And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: …And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:17-21)

WHY EVANGELISM?  ( HEAVEN  OR  HELL )

It is a common saying that there are only two things guaranteed in life, death and taxes.  There are two possible destinations for our soul when we experience our physical death, since the real us, our spirit, lives on for eternity.  All people can experience either one or two possible deaths, depending on their response to the gospel message.  
The first death is our physical death, however, for some people, they will also experience a second death, which is their spiritual death.  It is only the second death that should be feared.  For Christians, their physical death only means being with Jesus Christ in heaven.  This is a glorious hope that all Christians have.

Jesus said:  “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.  It was because of God’s great love for mankind that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  It is God’s wish that no one should perish, but that all people should come to repentance.  However, entry to heaven can only be achieved in one way.

Jesus said:  “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.  For a person who decides not to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, awaits the second death, which is eternal separation from God’s love.  (Hell)  Whilst heaven is a place, which provides Christians with a great hope for the future, Hell is a place of eternal torment, and where the worms will never die.

The book of Luke describes the eternal destinies of two men.  The first man was Lazarus, who was a beggar full of sores, whilst the second man was a rich man who lacked for nothing, and who lived mainly for him self.  Whilst in torment in Hades, the rich man lifted up his eyes to see the beggar in the bosom of Abraham.

The rich man cried out to Abraham to have mercy on him, and if he could send Lazarus over to dip the tip of his finger into some water and to cool his tongue, for he was being tormented in the flames of hell.

The plight of the rich man can be clearly contrasted to the eternal destiny of the criminal who called upon Jesus when he was hanging on the cross next to Him.  Jesus said to the repentant criminal:  “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
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