Finishing our Christian Walk Strongly

Near the end of his time here
on earth the Apostle Paul wrote,
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not
to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

• The bible makes it clear that in the days just
prior to the Lord's return there will be much
lawlessness and that some will even depart
from their faith.

• We are now living in those days when we can
see the imminent return of the Lord

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times
will come: For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a
form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times
some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking
lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared
with a hot iron,” (1 Timothy 4:1-2)

• The bible makes it clear that we need to be
persevering and overcoming in our faith if we are
to finish our Christian walk strongly.

• As believers we are ALL in a very
real and constant spiritual war.

• Commitment and perseverance is crucial for all
Christians if we are to fulfil our God given destiny
and realise our full potential in Christ

• Every believer has the potential to make a great
difference in this world for eternity,
ESPECIALLY given the current state of
the world. We have a message of hope
that we can share with others
• As Christians we are Christ’s ambassadors here on
earth called to help reconcile lost sinners to God
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”
(2 Corinthians 5:20)

• Because of our potential as believers to make an
eternal difference in the lives of many others, we
will as Christians experience continual opposition
from the enemy who will try and,
- Discourage us
- Distract us in many ways
- Oppress us, and
- Target our finances and relationships
• Though there is no greater cause than living for
the cause of Christ, the bible makes it clear that
the Christian walk is ALSO an overcoming walk –
ESPECIALLY IF WE WANT TO MAKE A MARK IN THIS
WORLD FOR ETERNITY

Living wholeheartedly for the Lord AND being
committed to persevering in our walk with the
Lord during the trials of life, helps us to experience
the fullness of life that God has planned for us

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)

The bible is full of Scriptures that clearly illustrate
that as Christians we need to actively appropriate
our victory in Christ, as we LEARN to overcome the
trials, temptations and disappointments that we
will all experience in life and remain committed to
following God’s plan for our life

In the book of Revelation we read,
“...To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of
God.” (Revelation 2:7) “And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power
over the nations.” (Revelation 2:26)

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various
trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and
glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having
not seen you love.
Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you
rejoice with joy inexpressible and
full of glory, receiving the end of
your faith-the salvation of your
souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)

In the book of James we read,
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by
God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then,
when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full grown, brings
forth death. Do not be deceived,
my beloved brethren.”
(James 1:12-16)

Jesus Himself said,
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of
many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end
shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)

We are now living in those times that Jesus was
referring to when He was speaking about the events
that would happen just prior to the rapture of all
faithful believers and then His second coming

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith,
knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by
your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

Finishing our Christian Walk Strongly is
crucial for many reasons
i) That we are always watching for and ready
for the return of the Lord (We are now living
in the last of the last days as we see the
imminent return of the Lord)
Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
(Luke 12:40)

ii) That we remain continually focused on
laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven
(We are now living in a world that is becoming
increasingly more lawless and materialistic)

Jesus emphasised this when He said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay
up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

iii) That we CONTINUE to enjoy the benefits that
come from living in and REMAINING in the
will of God for our life. These include:
• Having peace and joy in our heart no matter
what storms we may be going through in life
Jesus Himself said, “These things I have spoken to
you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you will have tribulation,
but be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world.” (John 16:33)

• Experiencing God's strength and enabling
power to achieve all that He calls us to do in life

• Seeing God's favour in our lives and Him opening
up doors that no man can close
• Enjoying great purpose and meaning in our life
as we flow in God's blueprint for our life.
Jesus said, “...I have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10), and

• Seeing God's continual provision of our every
need in life as we continually make the things of
the Kingdom our first priority in life

Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)

iv) That we will receive ETERNAL rewards for
having fulfilled God's plan for our life,
Jesus Himself said,
“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his
Father with His angels, and then He will reward each
according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)

and

v) It will help to keep our focus on leading the
unsaved to faith in Christ

The Apostle Paul had a great love for God and
knew His heart for the lost. He wrote,
“For though I am free from all men, I have made
myself a servant to all, that I might win the more;”
“... I have become all things to all men, that I might
by all means save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:19 & 23)

The bible ALSO makes it clear that if we truly have
a heart to invest our lives in living for the Kingdom
Cause, that we will invariably experience even
greater opposition from those in the world
The Apostle Paul made this clear to the young
Pastor Timothy when He said,
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution.”
(2 Timothy 3:12)

Jesus Himself said,
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet because you are not of
the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)

But we can be assured that God will
always deliver us out of the storms
of life IF WE LET HIM LEAD AND
DIRECT OUR STEPS IN LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of
our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were
burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that
we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence
of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in
ourselves but in God who raises the dead, who
delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver
us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us.”
(2 Corinthians 1:8-10)

If we finish our Christian Walk Strongly we will help
many to come to Christ in the days that we are now
living in AND help to encourage many other believers
to remain strong in their walk with the Lord

Jesus Himself said,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16)

This is why the Apostle Paul emphasised the
importance of remaining strong in our walk with
the Lord. In the book of Galatians he wrote,
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in
due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”
(Galatians 6:9)

If we do not lose heart and stay focused on and
committed to following God’s plan for our life, we
will see much fruit in our life and all that God has
planned for our life coming to past. We will also
help many others to fulfil their God given destiny

Today I will be quickly looking at 10 keys that
can help us to finish our Christian Walk Strongly
These are also keys that will help us to walk in
true spiritual power and authority in our lives
1) The importance of making our
love for Jesus our greatest
priority in life
It is so important that we get to know Christ
in a real and intimate way - As we delight
ourselves in the Lord we will have a desire to
live in a God glorifying manner

King David wrote,
“O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My
soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry
and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have
looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power
and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better
than life, My lips shall praise You. “Thus I will bless
You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name.
My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful
lips.” (Psalm 63:1-5)

King David was a man after God’s own heart who
the bible says had a desire to always do the will
of God. This flowed from His great love for God

In the book of Acts we read,
“And when He had removed him, He raised up for them
David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and
said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after
My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Acts 13:22)

• It is our love for God that will always cause us to
want to live in a God glorifying way and to
please Him by flowing in His will for our life
Jesus Himself said, “He who has My commandments
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love
him and manifest Myself to him.” (John 14:21)

• We must therefore always be careful
to maintain our first love for the Lord
and to not allow things into our life
that will affect our relationship with God

It is only in maintaining an intimate relationship
with the Lord that our lives bear much fruit and
that we grow in Christ-like character
Jesus made this clear when He said,
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)

The Apostle Paul knew Christ in a real and
intimate way. It is only as we consistently make
time to spend alone with the Lord, that we get to
know Him in a real and personal way – Where
Jesus becomes our best friend
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and
length and depth and height - to know the love of
Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)

King David wrote
“Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land,
and feed on His faithfulness. Delight yourself also in
the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your
heart. Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in
Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)

2) That we keep short accounts with God and
with others
We need to be quick to repent of any known sin in our
life and be quick to forgive those who have hurt us.
THIS WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT
WE MAINTAIN A SOFT HEART
TOWARDS GOD AND OTHERS
Unconfessed sin in our lives and holding offenses
against others will negatively affect our relationships
both with God and with others and harden our heart.
We must simply CHOOSE to have a repentant heart
and be quick to deal with any known sin in our lives
and be quick to forgive others

The Apostle John wrote,
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”
(1 John 1:9)

Jesus Himself said,
“And whenever you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father
in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if
you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven
forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)

We must simply refuse to hold on to offenses in life
• Jesus clearly emphasised that in the last days
many would be offended. Jesus Himself said,
“And then many will be offended,
will betray one another, and will
hate one another. Then many false
prophets will rise up and deceive
many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

• The enemy knows that if he can offend a
believer and get them out of fellowship, he can
then more easily destroy their faith. We all need
each other in the Body of Christ

3) We need to be PLANTED in a local church
fellowship
Being connected to and accountable to other
mature believers helps us to stay on track in our
walk with the Lord. It provides a safety net for us so
that we can receive godly counsel from others to
help us to make good choices in life

Having a TEACHABLE spirit and being willing to
have other mature Christians speak into our lives
helps us to avoid making many poor choices in life

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in
the multitude of counsellors there is safety.”
(Proverbs 11:14)
“The backslider in heart will be filled with his own
ways, but a good man will be satisfied from above.”
(Proverbs 14:14)

“The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge, But
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)

• Especially given the days that we are now living in,
we need the continual love and support of other
mature Christians in our life
• Being part of a church family helps us to have a
support network and enables us
to receive encouragement to be
all that God has planned for our life
• Without fellowship with other believers our
passion for the things of God will quickly grow cold
– God’s destiny for our life will be outworked in
connection with others that He brings into our life

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us
consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

Being encouraged and nurtured in a loving local
church fellowship helps us to also experience
emotional health and healing. Having loving Christ
centred relationships is a big part of enjoying the
life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of

4) We need to continually live our life with
eternity in mind
As Christians we are in this world but not of this
world - We need to continually live our lives for
the Kingdom Cause as we follow God's plan for
our life.

Being Kingdom focused helps us to continually
make right choices in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth.”
(Colossians 3:1-2)

Jesus Himself also said,
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)

We need to continually choose to keep our focus
on living for the Kingdom cause and in laying up for
ourselves treasures in heaven

 Having a clear God given vision and focus for our
life helps us to continually live for the Kingdom
cause. AS WE ARE CONTINUALLY FAITHFUL IN THE
LITTLE God will progressively enlarge His vision for
our life

 Without having a clear understanding of God’s will
for our life we will invariably be sidetracked by the
things of this world and squander our life
 We have one life here on earth
to make a difference for eternity

It is so important that we redeem the time and
make the most of every God given opportunity
that we receive in life to make a difference in our
world for eternity – The enemy loves to waste our
time and to get us distracted with the things of
this world

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what
the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off
restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.”
(Proverbs 29:18)

Continually living for the Kingdom cause is a great
key to finishing our Christian walk strongly and to
embracing the fullness of life that God wants us to
enjoy

5) We must always remember that our right
standing with God is not based on our works but
our faith in Jesus Christ – When we come to Christ
we are eternally secure in our relationship with
God who promises to NEVER leave nor forsake us

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

• The enemy will continually try and condemn us and to
frustrate us in our walk with the Lord and to make us feel
unworthy. The religious spirit in particular will continually
drive us to perform and eventually squeeze the very life
out of our walk with the Lord – WE MUST SIMPLY JUST
BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. Jesus said, “For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30)

• Condemnation from the enemy and from others will
affect our relationship with God and other believers IF
WE RECEIVE IT

There is a big difference between condemnation
from the enemy and being convicted by the Holy
Spirit for wrong thoughts and actions
• Condemnation from the Devil, who is the accuser of the
brethren and from others causes people to draw back
from having intimacy with the Lord.
Condemnation makes people feel unworthy of having
fellowship with God and with other believers.
This is a great weapon that the Devil uses to
take new believers out of fellowship to stop
them from becoming established in their faith

• Conviction by the Holy Spirit on the other hand will
always draw people back to God. The goodness of God
leads people to repentance (Romans 2:4)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“There is therefore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the
Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)

When we have truly given our life to Jesus we
are absolutely secure in God’s love and we can
be assured that He will never abandon us. Even
on our worst day He will still be our best friend

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For I am persuaded that neither death
nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

As Christians because God loves us so much He
delights to see us living a life of great purpose
and meaning. It is God’s heart that we learn to:
• Overcome life’s challenges and
disappointments
• That we remain strong in our faith when faced
with temptations to sin and compromise, and
• That we allow Him to direct our steps in life
so that we can truly ENJOY the life and life
more abundantly that Jesus spoke of

6) We need to choose our friends wisely.
We must not allow ungodly associations to
develop in our life that have the potential to
undermine our character and passion for the
things of God

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good
habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The righteous should choose his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”
(Proverbs 12:26)
“He who walks with wise men will
be wise, but the companion of fools
will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

Our choice of friends is crucial if we are to finish
our Christian walk strongly. We must not be
unequally yoked together with unbelievers. (This
is particularly crucial when it comes to the choice
of a marriage partner)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness
with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness? And what accord has Christ with
Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For you are the temple of the living
God...” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16)

7) We need to be careful about what we
meditate on and focus on in life
What we allow into our eyes and ears will affect
our character and walk with the Lord, either
positively or negatively

This is why the Apostle Paul emphasised the
importance of meditating only on those things
that will help to build up our faith and that will
help us to live a life of integrity and fruitfulness

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true,
whatever things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthymeditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

8) We must refuse to entertain wrong and
negative thoughts and be quick to replace
them with Godly thoughts,
We need to win the battle for the mind. The mind
is the battleground. The enemy will continually
bombard our mind with wrong and negative
thoughts. We must be quick to replace them with
Christ centred thoughts

It is important that we take all wrong thoughts
captive before they take us captive

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity
to the obedience of Christ.”
(2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

What we continually focus on and the thoughts
that we entertain in our mind will ultimately
affect the way that we live our life and the choices
that we make in life, GOOD OR BAD

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote,
“Sow a thought and you reap an action;
sow an act and you reap a habit;
sow a habit and you reap a character;
sow a character and you reap a destiny.”

The thoughts that we entertain will greatly
determine the degree to which we finish our
Christian walk strongly

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and
drink!” he says to you, but his heart is not with
you.” (Proverbs 23:7)

How important it is that we are
quick to take captive all wrong
thoughts in our mind and to replace them with
Christ centred thoughts. We need to build our
lives based on God’s promises and what He says in
His Word about how we should live our life

9) We need to be disciplined in our prayer life
and in meditating on the Word of God.
Having an active prayer life will help us to stay in
the will of God for our life and to consistently
make good choices in life.
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “pray without
ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean
not on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your
paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

In the book of James we read,
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach,
and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)

Having a lifestyle of prayer where
we continually involve God in all
that we do, helps us to consistently make good
choices in life and to stay in the centre of God’s
will for our life – This is a great key to remaining
strong in our faith and to experiencing God’s
ongoing favour and blessing upon our life

Continually meditating on the Word of God helps
us to grow in Christlike character and to gain
godly wisdom and guidance to help us to grow
strong in our faith. Continually feeding on the
Word of God helps us to grow spiritually stronger
in our walk with the Lord
The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe
to do according to all that is written in it. For then
you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

It is in applying the Word of God to our
life that we will always remain strong in
our faith during our trials in life. We must
refuse to compromise with God’s Word so
that our lives are continually built on a firm foundation. The
Word of God “...is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) and reveals wrong desires and
motivations in our heart to help prevent us from making
wrong choices in life. As we read the bible, the bible reads us.

Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine,
and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who
built his house on the rock; and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it did not fall, for it
was founded on the rock.
But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its
fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

God will continually speak to us through His Word
to give us wisdom and direction in life
We must always read the Word of God with an
expectation that God will give us a NOW word (a rhema
word in season) to help us in our walk with the Lord.

We will always have situations in our life that require
God’s wisdom – We need to learn to seek God for His
wisdom and guidance with an open bible

The Psalmist wrote,
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and
a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

Continually meditating on and speaking out
the Word of God is a great key to helping us
to remain strong in our faith

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) AND

10) The importance of being continually
filled with the Holy Spirit
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be drunk
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled
with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and depth
and height - to know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)

• Once a person becomes a Christian, God has
another wonderful gift for them - the gift of the
Holy Spirit.
• This gift is known as the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The Bible speaks much about this experience.

• John the Baptist spoke of it and revealed that Jesus
Christ is the Baptiser with the Holy Spirit.
John himself said, “I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
(Matthew 3:11)

The bible makes it clear that there are two
distinct experiences of the Holy Spirit
i. The New Birth experience of the Holy Spirit,
when a person comes to Christ and becomes
a believer, and

ii. The overflowing fullness of the Holy Spirit
experience, when a believer is baptized in
the Holy Spirit

THE APOSTLES HAD THEIR NEW BIRTH
EXPERIENCE ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY
• After appearing to His disciples on resurrection
Sunday, Jesus said to them: “Peace to you! As
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And
when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and said to them; “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
(John 20:21-22)

• This was the New Birth experience for His
disciples.

• The Apostle Paul outlined in the book of Romans
that there were two requirements for receiving New
Testament Salvation: “If you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved.” (Romans 10:9)
• Prior to resurrection Sunday the apostles had
already confessed Jesus as their Lord. (Mark 8:29
and John 6:67-69) But now, for the first time, they
also believed that God had raised Him from the
dead. Thus their salvation was completed. This was
the point at which they experienced the new birth.

However, just before Jesus ascended back to
Heaven He told His disciples that there was still a
fuller experience of the Holy Spirit to come.

Jesus said to them, “Behold, I send the Promise of
My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of
Jerusalem until you are endued with power from
on high.” (Luke 24:49)

Jesus also said, “For John truly baptized with
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5) and
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses
to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST THE DISCIPLES WERE
BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED
THE OVERFLOWING FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
EXPERIENCE AS PROMISED TO THEM BY JESUS

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4)

WHEN PHILIP PREACHED CHRIST IN THE CITY OF
SAMARIA, WE SEE THE TWO DISTINCT EXPERIENCES
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT CHRISTIANS CAN HAVE
i) The BORN AGAIN or NEW BIRTH experience of the
Holy Spirit AND ii) the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
experience of the Holy Spirit

FIRST we see multitudes in that city being born
again as Philip preached Christ to them,
“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and
preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one
accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing
and seeing the miracles which he did.” (Acts 8:5-6)

SECONDLY these new believers were then
Water Baptized
“But when they believed Philip as he preached the
things concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
baptized.” (Acts 8:12)

And

FINALLY these new believers were then baptised
in the Holy Spirit (The second overflowing
fullness experience of the Holy Spirit)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them, who, when they had come
down, prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of
them. They had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)

The two experiences of the Holy Spirit can also
be clearly contrasted when we compare
John 4:14 with John 7:37b-39
In John 4:14 we see Jesus referring to the Born
Again experience of the Holy Spirit (which is
sufficient to meet all of our own spiritual needs).
Jesus said,
“But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him
will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him
will become in him a fountain of water springing up
into everlasting life” (John 4:14)

In John 7:37b-39 Jesus refers to the overflowing
fullness of the Holy Spirit experience (Baptism in
the Holy Spirit) which empowers us to be effective
in witnessing to and ministering to others

Jesus said,
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water. But this He spoke
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him
would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:37b-39)

• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit is a
great key to maintaining our passion for the
things of God and to being effective in witnessing
to others
• As we give out to others we ourselves need to
be continually filled afresh by the Holy Spirit
• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit helps
us to remain strong when we experience
persecution for our faith and are confronted with
trial and challenges

We see this in the book of Acts
i) The disciples were baptized in the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost
“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they
were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)

ii) Peter and John were then severely threatened
for their faith following a great miracle of
healing in Solomon’s Porch
“And seeing the man who had been healed standing
with them, they could say nothing against it. But when
they had commanded them to go aside out of the
council, they conferred among themselves, saying,
“What shall we do to these men? For indeed, that a
notable miracle has been done through them is
evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot
deny it, But so that it spreads no further among the
people-, let us severely threaten them, that from now
on they speak to no man in this name.” (Acts 4:14-17)

iii) After experiencing this persecution the disciples
again prayed together in unity for boldness and
for God to perform signs and wonders and they
were all again baptized in the Holy Spirit
“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your
servants that with all boldness they may speak Your
word, ‘by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs
and wonders may be done through the Name of Your
Holy Servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place
where they were assembled together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke
the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:29-31)

So as Christians, particularly given the
challenging times that we are now living in, we
need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit

For those who have not yet been baptized in the
Holy Spirit I will now just share some keys that
can help you today to receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit (the Baptism in the Holy Spirit)

1b) & 2) Repentance and being Baptized The
first two steps are stated by the Apostle Peter.
These are genuine repentance and being
water baptized upon becoming a believer.
Before we can be baptized in the Holy Spirit
we need to first become a genuine believer.

The Apostle Peter said, “Repent, and let every
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

3) Being Hungry and thirsty for the fullness of
the Spirit.
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to
Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as
the Scripture has said, out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:37-38)
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be filled.”
(Matthew 5:6)

4) Asking our Heavenly Father for the gift of
the Holy Spirit. We need to simply ASK to be
filled with the Holy Spirit
Jesus said, “If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask Him! (Luke 11:13)

5) We must receive the Holy Spirit (DRINK)
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to
Me and drink.” (John 7:37)
 “Drinking” represents an active process of receiving.
 The infilling of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by
a negative or passive attitude, just as no one can
drink with a closed mouth.
 The Lord says, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill
it.” (Psalm 81:10)

 God cannot fill a closed mouth. We must open our
mouth to receive the fullness of the Spirit, AND

6) We must “yield” ourselves to God. The
apostle Paul speaks to Christians of a twofold
surrender to God:
“But present yourselves to God as being alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.” (Romans 6:13)

• The first surrender is the “surrender of the will
and the personality” YOURSELVES
• The second surrender involves the surrender of
our PHYSICAL MEMBERS

 In surrendering our physical members, we can no
longer seek to understand intellectually what God
asks of us.
 We must simply hand over unreserved control of our
physical members and allow God to use them
according to His own will and purpose.
 The particular member He takes full control of is
that unruly member which no man can tame – the
tongue.
 Thus the yielding of our tongue to the Spirit
represents the ultimate surrender of one’s members
and by this we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

You can now receive the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit by making the following prayer your own
as you ask in faith to be filled with the Holy Spirit
“Dear Father God, today I choose to turn from my sin
to live for You. I believe that Your Son Jesus died for
all my sins and arose from the dead three days later.
Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and
life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from
this day on. Today fill me to overflowing with the
Holy Spirit – Baptize me with the fire of the Holy
Spirit, Amen.”

So in conclusion ten keys that can help us to
remain strong in our faith are:
1. The importance of making our love for Jesus our
greatest priority in life
2. That we keep short accounts with God and with
others
3. We need to be PLANTED in a local church
fellowship
4. We need to continually live
our life with eternity in mind

5. We must always remember that our
right standing with God is not based on
our works but our faith in Jesus Christ

6. We need to choose our friends wisely
7. We need to be careful about what we meditate
on and focus on in life (This needs to be a daily
discipline)

8. We must refuse to entertain wrong and negative
thoughts and be quick to replace them with
Godly thoughts

9. We need to be disciplined in our prayer life and
in meditating on the Word of God, AND
10.The importance of being continually filled
with the Holy Spirit

