FIRST in the long run (when we LIVE for Jesus)
Over the course of our lifetime (in the long run) God has the
best plan for our life – My prayer is that this message will
encourage every person to realize their full potential in Christ

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)

God has a unique plan for every believer’s life
which begins the moment they come to Christ

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
EVERY believer has an important part to play in the
Body of Christ – We all need one other

If we remain committed to whole heartedly
following God’s plan for our life over the course
of our entire lifetime:
• We will help many others to come
to Christ and to enter into eternal
life. “... he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)
• We will help to encourage many other Christians to
grow in their walk with the Lord as we disciple them
• We will enjoy the fullness of life that Jesus spoke of,
even during the winter seasons of our life, and
• We will receive eternal rewards

When we commit to following God’s plan for
our life we can be assured that each step of the
way God will meet our every need in life

Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)

Today I want to encourage you to never give up on
what God has planned for your life so that you can
realize your full potential in Christ
• Whilst living for the Lord has many great blessings and
rewards and will help many others to come to Christ, it
requires a continual overcoming walk of faith and
perseverance

• We have a very real adversary who will
continually try and oppose us in our walk with the Lord
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Yes, and all who
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

Jesus Himself said,
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet because you are not
of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)

The Apostle Paul had a great love for Christ and
achieved much for God’s glory over the course of
his lifetime, writing around one third of the New
Testament and planting many churches during his
missionary journeys
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted
loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for
the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”
(Philippians 3:7-8)

However the Apostle Paul also experienced much
hardship and challenges during his
time here on earth
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And lest I should be exalted above measure by the
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be
exalted above measure.
“Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three
times that it might depart from me. And He said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may
be able to comfort those who are in trouble, with
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted
by God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us,
so our consolation also abounds through Christ.”
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

The Apostle Paul knew however that no matter what
trials he went through in life, that God would be able
to deliver him from them – He had an unshakeable
faith in and love for God – SO TOO WE CAN DEPEND
ON GOD TO HELP US IN TIME OF NEED
The Apostle Paul made this clear
when he wrote, “For we do not want you to be ignorant,
brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we
were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that
we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of
death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves
but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so
great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that
He will still deliver us.” (2 Corinthians 1:8-10)

• It is through overcoming life’s trials and
challenges with a GOOD ATTITUDE that we grow
in our faith and become more Christlike
• When we look at the caterpillar it is after its
struggles to break free from the cocoon that it is
transformed into a beautiful butterfly which is
able to fly and reproduce itself

• Character and the fruit of the Spirit comes from
learning to respond to life’s trials and challenges
with a right attitude, in a godly way and in faith

• We must simply choose to be not moved by our
circumstances and trials in life, but to stay
committed to following God’s plan for our life.
• That we become overcomers in
our walk with the Lord and do not
run from our trials and tests in life
In the book of Revelation we read,
“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until
the end, to him I will give power over the nations.”
(Revelation 2:26)
“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the
Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

In this teaching I will be sharing some thoughts
about the importance of persevering in God’s
plan for our life, so that we can appropriate the
fullness of what He has planned for our life
in the long run
Our obedience to God’s plan for our life will ultimately
influence the eternal destinies of many other people over
the course of our lifetime – We see this with the senior
pastors of Hillsong Church who have faithfully persevered for 33
years since pioneering this NOW multinational church with a small
group of people in a school hall. This church has now planted
many other daughter churches and has impacted the world

We must never despise the day of small beginnings

• The Christian walk is a marathon,
not a sprint
• We need to be continually committed to living for
the Lord and in pursuing God’s plan for our life
• As we are faithful in the little, God will entrust to
us greater doors of opportunity with greater
responsibilities.
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in
much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust
also in much.” (Luke 16:10)

• God will invariably get us to serve someone else's
vision before He gives us our own vision
• Moses faithfully served his father in law Jethro before
God raised him up to be a great leader who led the
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt
• Joshua was Moses' faithful servant until
God commissioned him to lead the
children of Israel into the Promised Land

Jesus Himself said,
“And if you have not been faithful in what is another
man’s, who will give you what is your own? (Luke 16:12)

God’s plan for our life will always be about laying
down our lives to be a blessing for others – Jesus
Christ Himself was known as the Servant King
It is only in living a consecrated life that
our lives will make a great difference in
this world for eternity. Jesus Himself said,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will
lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it
for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me;
and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone
serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

To live with the long run in mind as a Christian
is really to live each day with
eternity in mind

Jesus Himself said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
(Matthew 6:19-21)

• In athletics it is not the one who starts well but the one who
FINISHES well at the end of the race that wins the prize,

• We can also apply this principle to our faith. No matter how
indifferent our past walk with the Lord may have been, the
important thing is that we finish our Christian walk strongly
• Today is day one of the rest of our life
• God has much in store for each of our lives and He is able to
redeem the time that we have wasted in the past
• We must simply let go of our past disappointments and
failures and commit our future into God’s hands

We are now living in those perilous times that the
Apostle Paul wrote of. How important it is that we
purposely commit our plans to the LORD each day
and make our relationship with Him
our greatest priority in life
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness
but denying its power. And from such people turn
away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

Our faith is the most precious thing
that we have in life. It is eternal.
• We need to simply be committed to walking closely with
the Lord and to finishing our Christian walk strongly
• More than ever before we are now seeing Christians
under increasing spiritual attack in so many ways such as:
 The enemy continually bombarding our thought life with
negative and discouraging thoughts,
 Increased persecution from those in the world, and

 The spirit of this world continually enticing people including
Christians to go after the material things in life and a pursuit of
pleasure

Like the Apostle Paul we want to be able to
say at the end of our life,
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not
to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

Doing the will of God for our life and living for
the Kingdom Cause is a great key to living a life
of great purpose and meaning as a believer
• Flowing in our gifts and calling is a great key to
experiencing the life and life more abundantly
that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10

• Jesus Himself also said,
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me,
and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

EVERY GOD GIVEN DREAM AND PLAN FOR
OUR LIFE WILL:
Be 10% INSPIRATION, AND THEN REQUIRE
90% PERSPIRATION to see
it come to pass

Prayer, planning, hard work, courage, faith
and perseverance will be required to see it
come to pass. WE NEED TO APPROPRIATE
WHAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE

To FULLY embrace all that God has planned for our
life will also involve taking CONTINUAL STEPS OF FAITH
God will always stretch us to get out of our comfort zone
so that we need to depend on Him to see all
that He has planned for our life coming to pass
• We will have to learn to overcome our fears
• We will have to learn to be flexible and to change our
agendas, so that we can embrace the new doors of
opportunity that God will open up for us and ways of
doing things, (including the use of modern technology)
• We will need to often start things with what we have
TRUSTING God by faith to meet the future expenses

God’s plan for our life will require doing things that
would be impossible without His help.
When the disciples gave Jesus the five loaves and two fish He
then proceeded to feed the five thousand men, besides women
and children with what they gave Him. (Matthew 14:15-21)
WE MUST NEVER UNDERESTIMATE
GOD’S ABILITY TO MEET OUR EVERY
NEED IN LIFE

• Often God will get us to FIRST sacrificially give to others
before He provides us with our own miracle
• But what God calls us to do in life, He will ALWAYS
empower and resource us to do. In the book of Hebrews
we read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

We need to learn to simply do things God’s way and
to not limit what He wants to do in and through our
lives – He has much planned for our life
In the book of Isaiah we read,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways
My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And
My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

• We are most fulfilled in life when we flow in our
own unique gifts and calling

• God has made each of us uniquely different
• We must not try and become carbon copies of
others but be content in being
the best at what God has called
us to do in life
• As we do we will be the greatest blessing to others
and our life will bear much fruit

In God’s Kingdom HUMILITY, being God
dependent, is the prerequisite for promotion.
Only God can open up effective doors of ministry.
When we begin to see God using us in a greater way, we
must always be careful to give Him all the glory, because
pride always precedes a fall

In the book of James we read,
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He
will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For as we have many members in one body, but all
the members do not have the same function, so we,
being many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another.”
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us
prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us
use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;
he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4-8)

THERE WILL BE DIFFERENT SEASONS IN OUR
UNFOLDING WALK WITH THE LORD – When we
live for the Lord whole heartedly, our Christian
walk is a real faith adventure
• There will be seasons of preparation in our life
• Seasons to be equipped and developed as we help to
serve the vision of others
• Seasons of change as we mature in our walk with the
Lord and God opens up new doors of opportunity
• Seasons of changing priorities in our life
• Seasons to consolidate and become established in
certain areas of our life and ministry

We need to simply be intimate in our walk with
the Lord and to be open to the leading of the
Holy Spirit in each and every season of our life
In the book of Ecclesiastes we read,
“To everything there is a season, A time for every
purpose under heaven:”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)
King David wrote,
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD
and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)

ONE “GOD IDEA” WHEN IMPLEMENTED WILL BE
FAR MORE FRUITFUL THAN WHAT WE COULD
EVER ACHIEVE IN ALL THAT WE DO IN OUR OWN
WISDOM AND ABILITY – When God is in
something He will bless it

The word of the LORD came to the Prophet Jeremiah
in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and
show you great and mighty things, which you do not
know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

When we follow God’s plan for our life, He
empowers us to complete it. His strength is
made perfect in our weakness

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has
begun a good work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)

PURSUING GOD’S KINGDOM PLAN
FOR OUR LIFE RIGHT THROUGHOUT
OUR ENTIRE LIFE (WHEREVER GOD
HAS CALLED US TO BE), WILL SEE US:
i.

Having great purpose and meaning in life

ii. Enjoying God’s peace and joy in our heart even
during the winter seasons of our life
iii. Seeing God providing for our every NEED in life, and
iv. Seeing God opening up doors of opportunity that
no man can close or devil in hell thwart

ONLY WE OURSELVES CAN STOP GOD’S DESTINY FOR
OUR LIFE FROM COMING TO PASS. As we remain
continually committed to following God’s plan for
our life we will also:
• Live a life of great fruitfulness where
God blesses and multiplies our work
for Him
• Be connected continually with those people who will
be part of God’s unfolding plan for our life
• Receive favour from others
• Receive eternal rewards when Christ comes to reward
each according to his works (Matthew 16:27) and
• Make a great difference in this world for eternity

WE SEE GOD’S ABILITY TO DO GREAT THINGS
THROUGH PEOPLE’S LIVES WHEN WE LOOK AT
THE LIFE OF GEORGE MULLER

His early life was not marked by righteousness –
on the contrary, he was a thief, a liar and a
gambler. By the age of 10, Müller was stealing
government money from his father. While his
mother was dying, he, at 14 years of age, was
playing cards with friends and drinking.

Müller's father hoped to provide him with a
religious education that would allow him to take
a lucrative position as a clergyman in the state
church. He studied divinity in the University of
Halle, and there met a fellow student (Beta) who
invited him to a Christian prayer meeting. There
he was welcomed, and he began regularly
reading the Bible and discussing Christianity with
the others who attended the meetings.

After seeing a man praying to God on his knees,
George Muller was convinced of his need for
salvation. As soon as he got home he went to his
bed where he knelt and prayed. He asked God to
help him in his life and to bless him wherever he
went and to forgive him of his sins. He immediately
stopped drinking, stealing and lying, and began
hoping to become a missionary. He began preaching
regularly in nearby churches and continued meeting
with the other churches

Müller prayed about everything and
expected each prayer to be answered.
Müller wrote frequently about the stewardship of
money and the non-reliance on earthly riches, and
how God would bless the man who kept to these
principles, and felt that laying his own experiences
bare would prove the truth of his claims. His
personal income, from unsolicited gifts (he refused
any kind of salary) rose from £151 in 1831 to more
than £2,000 in 1870. However, he retained only
around £300 a year for himself and his family, the
rest he gave away

The work of Müller and his wife with orphans
began in 1836 with the preparation of their own
rented home at 6 Wilson Street, Bristol for the
accommodation of thirty girls. Soon after, three
more houses in Wilson Street were furnished, not
only for girls but also for boys and younger
children, eventually increasing the capacity for
children who could be cared for to 130.

In 1845, as growth continued, the neighbours
complained about the noise and disruption to
the public utilities, so Müller decided that a
separate building designed to house 300
children was necessary, and in 1849, at Ashley
Down, Bristol, that home opened. The architect
commissioned to draw up the plans asked if he
might do so gratuitously.

By 26 May 1870, 1,722 children were being
accommodated in five homes, although there
was room for 2,050 (No 1 House – 300, No 2
House – 400, Nos 3, 4 and 5 – 450 each). By the
following year, there were 280 orphans in No 1
House, 356 in No 2, 450 in Nos 3 and 4, and 309
in No 5 House

Through all this, Müller never made requests for
financial support, nor did he go into debt, even
though the five homes cost over £100,000 to
build. Many times, he received unsolicited food
donations only hours before they were needed to
feed the children, further strengthening his faith
in God.]

For example, on one well-documented occasion,
they gave thanks for breakfast when all the
children were sitting at the table, even though
there was nothing to eat in the house. As they
finished praying, the baker knocked on the door
with sufficient fresh bread to feed everyone, and
the milkman gave them plenty of fresh milk
because his cart broke down in front of the
orphanage.

On 26 March 1875, at the age of 70 and after the death
of his first wife in 1870 and his marriage to Susannah
Grace Sanger in 1871, Müller and Susannah began a
17-year period of missionary travel. His missionary
journeys took him to England, Scotland, Ireland,
Switzerland, Germany, Netherlands, Canada, United
States, Spain, Italy, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Asia Minor,
Turkey, Greece, Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, Russia,
Poland, India, Australia, China, Japan, the Straits of
Malacca, Singapore, Penang, Colombo, New Zealand,
Ceylon and Tasmania

THE LEGACY OF GEORGE MULLER’S LIFE HERE ON EARTH
George Müller (born Johann Georg Ferdinand
Müller, 27 September 1805 – 10 March 1898), a
Christian evangelist and Director of the Ashley Down
orphanage in Bristol, England. He cared for 10,024[1]
orphans in his life.[2] He was well known for providing an
education to the children under his care, to the point
where he was accused of raising the poor above their
natural station in life. He also established 117 schools
which offered Christian education to over 120,000
children, many of them being orphans.

Our response to God’s call upon our life will affect
the lives and eternal destinies of many people
• God honours those who serve Him, who help to
populate heaven and to plunder hell, because every
human soul is of great value to God. God’s desire is
that none would perish
(2 Peter 3:9)

• Jesus Himself gave His life as a ransom for our sins so
that whoever calls upon His Name and believes in
Him receives the gift of eternal life

Jesus Himself said,
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. For
God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17)

SO IN CONCLUSION TODAY I WOULD
LIKE TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO:
• Continually remain committed to following God’s best plan
for your life from today on so that you can realize your
FULL potential in Christ and be a blessing to many others
• To continually live your life based upon what God says about
your life in His Word – Nothing is impossible with God
• To continually TRUST God in ALL circumstances

• To have a humble dependence on God. We can do all things
through Christ who strengthens us
• To continually believe in God’s faithfulness to meet your
every need in life as you live for Him

• That you would have courage to never give
up on what God has planned for your life
• That you would be a faithful steward of your God given gifts
and talents so that you can help bless many others, and
• That you would not grow weary in doing good
In doing this you will see God’s favour and blessing upon your
life in the long run and your life making a great impact in this
world for eternity
With the world in such turmoil now, we have a great
opportunity to share the hope that we have in Christ with
others. WE MUST ALSO NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF THE
WONDERFUL ETERNAL HOPE THAT WE HAVE AS BELIEVERS
WHEN WE GO TO BE WITH CHRIST AND it will be ALL good

