EXTENDING GRACE TO THE UNSAVED

It truly is God’s desire that no one perish and that all would spend eternity with Him. “Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live…”  (Ezekiel 33:11)

“For God so loved the world the He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”  (John 3:16-17)  Jesus during His time here on earth had compassion for the lost and it was for this very reason that He came, “to seek and to save the lost”.

Just as Jesus laid down His life for all of us, so to, must we lay down our lives for the lost in our world.  The apostle Paul said, “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.  And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:23-26)

This study shows how Jesus related to the unsaved and finishes with a few practical considerations of how we may have more grace to the lost as we minister and relate to them.  This teaching also looks at how the great apostle Paul made every effort to communicate the gospel to all men.  All our actions should be continually motivated by the love of God as we seek to warn those people who have been blinded by the devil, of the consequences of rejecting God’s gift of eternal life.  In His earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated how we should reach out to the lost in love. 

1) JESUS WAS FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH

“So all bore witness to Him, and marvelled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth…” (Luke 4:22)  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:14, 16-17)

Jesus said, “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who spitefully use you.  But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same.  But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High.  For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.  Therefore be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  (Luke 6:27,28,32-33,35-36)

“There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.  And when they came to the place called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the other criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.  Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do…’  Then one of the criminals who was hanging on the cross next to Jesus blasphemed Him, saying, ‘If You are the Christ, save yourself and us.’  But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong’  Then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me when You come into your kingdom.  And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”  (Luke 23:32-34, 39-43)

The Apostle Paul said, “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.”  (Col. 4:5-6)
2) JESUS WAS INTERESTED IN THE WHOLE PERSON AND IN RESTORING BROKEN LIVES

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”  (Luke 4:18-19)

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”  (Matthew 9:35)

“Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, ‘I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat, and I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”  (Matthew 15:32)

3) JESUS HAD COMPASSION FOR THE LOST

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:36)

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy.  The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.”  (Psalm 145:8-9)

“Jesus said, ‘Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  (Matthew 11:28-30)

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  (John 14:27)

“Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”  (Luke 19:41-42)

4) JESUS REACHED OUT TO PEOPLE AND LOVED THEM WHERE THEY WERE AT

“After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office.  And He said to him, ‘Follow Me..’  So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.  Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house.  And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.  And the scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’  Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  (Luke 5:27-32)
5) THE APOSTLE PAUL BECAME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN

“For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law…that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.  Now this I do for the gospels sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.  (1 Corinth. 9:19-23)

6) IT IS THE KINDNESS OF GOD WHICH LEADS PEOPLE TO REPENTANCE

“Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and long suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?”  (Romans 2:4)
7)  PRACTICALLY HOW CAN WE SHOW THE GRACE AND KINDNESS OF GOD TO OTHERS

· We need to have compassion for the lost and refuse to have any self-righteous attitudes towards unbelievers
· We must never forget that we were once lost but that God never gave up on us
· We need to always remember that the devil is trying to send as many people as he can to hell
· We need to see people as Jesus would.  What they can become as new Christians filled with the Holy Spirit
· It is imperative that we take an interest in the lives of others.  First the natural and then the spiritual
· We should preach and witness with a heart attitude of seeing people becoming a part of the family of God
· To have the compassion of Jesus when reaching out to others, we must have an intimate relationship with Jesus
· We must endeavour to continually walk in the Spirit so that the Holy Spirit can minister through us to others
· When Peter ministered full of the Holy Spirit to the Sanhedrin, they realized that he had been with Jesus
· Only the Holy Spirit can convict people of their sin.  We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit
· We need to allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives and to change us more and more into the image of Christ
· OUR OWN LIVES WILL BE THE GREATEST WITNESS AS TO THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL TO CHANGE LIVES

· JESUS HEALED PEOPLE OUT OF HIS GREAT COMPASSION TO SEE LIVES RESTORED TO WHOLENESS
· WHERE THERE IS GRACE AND LOVE THERE IS GREAT POWER (AND ACCOMPANYING MIRACLES, SIGNS AND WONDERS)  

“And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  And great grace was upon them all.”  (Acts 4:33)
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