6)   TEN  KEYS  TO  EFFECTIVE  EVANGELISM

a) INTIMACY  WITH  GOD  (Fall in love with Jesus)

(Acts 4:13, Psalm 37:4, John 15:4-5 & Mark 12:30)
· Praise and worship God frequently 
(John 4:23-24, Acts 16:25-26, Colossians 3:16 & Psalm 18:49)
· Have regular quiet times and seasons of rest with the Lord  (Recharge yourself) (Isaiah 40:28-31)
 -   Meditate on the Word of God   (Allow Scriptures to  

 become a reality in your lives) (Joshua 1:8) 
· Allow God to be a part of all of your day, seven days a week.

· Talk to and be real with God

· WE NEED TO HAVE AN INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD THAT WE ARE SERVING (Ephesians 3:17-19)
· Pray and seek God’s advice on all major decisions, as well as everyday issues (Jeremiah 33:3, Proverbs 16:3)
· Enjoy fellowship with other Christians who are on fire for God

· Every day seek to experience the manifest presence of God

· Read books on the character and nature of Jesus

· Study the emotive aspects of the four gospels and the epistles

· Really try to understand fully what Jesus has done for us

WE MUST FIRST EXPERIENCE INTIMACY WITH GOD OURSELVES, BEFORE WE CAN GET REALLY EXCITED ABOUT SHARING OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS.

As Christians it is so important to guard our hearts from being affected by a love for the things of this world. It is imperative that Jesus Christ is always our first love.  The Ephesus church was full of good works but they had left their first love. (Revelation 2:1-5) We must ensure that we never become lukewarm in our faith. (Revelation 3:14-19) 
OUR LOVE FOR JESUS GIVES US HIS COMPASSION FOR THE LOST AND A PASSION TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH THOSE WHO ARE UNSAVED. 
b)   UNDERSTAND  HUMANITY

· Without a vision people perish

· All people are created with a need to worship God  (Man has to worship something)

· Every person experiences a deep sense of loneliness without Christ

· All mechanisms to cope with the non existence of a relationship with God eventually fail

· Coping mechanisms include:  Alcohol, drugs, busyness, work, accumulating assets, gambling, investing lives in raising kids, sexual affairs, football worship, collecting trophies, etc

· Until people find a relationship with Jesus, they will always be seeking some spiritual experience, excitement or thrill in life to overcome the void in their lives.

· The spirit of the world has destroyed human relationships through self-centredness (sin)

· THE POWER OF PEER GROUP PRESSURE. Many people will do anything not to be left alone or isolated. The fear of being rejected by one’s peers is very strong among the youth.

· There is NO certainty in life today.  No job, friendship or marriage can be guaranteed

· All human inspired activities will always leave us dry and empty  (Works of the flesh)

· Most people would like to think that they were remembered for something that they did

· As Christians, we can leave a mark not only on this world, but for eternity

· 63% of Australians said that they prayed at some time  (Social Science Survey)

· Only 10-13% of Australians however, had been to a church  (Social Science Survey)

· People are now seeking a spiritual reality and are open to Christianity

· The post modernists are non-rationalistic.

· Rationality is pretty well dead and buried.  (We only have to look at today’s violence)

-      Many people are now seeking emotional experiences (drugs and sex) to cope with the emotional pain and emptiness that they feel in life
· The reality for many young people in the western nations, that buying a home (without a huge mortgage) is now becoming a far more remote possibility given the high house prices and unstable economic situation at the moment. For this reason, many of the youth have now just learnt to live for the moment  

WE MUST FULLY APPRECIATE THAT EVERY UNSAVED PERSON HAS A DEEP DOWN NEED TO KNOW JESUS, IF WE ARE TO EVANGELISE EFFECTIVLY

c) WE MUST BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL TO CHANGE LIVES. AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO BELIEVE THAT THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS (Rom. 10:15) (Rom. 1:16) AND THE ONLY REAL HOPE FOR A WORLD WHICH IS FULL OF PAIN AND SUFFERING AND THE ONLY HOPE FOR ETERNITY (Acts 4:12) (Matthew 16:26) (John 3:3 & 5) (Psalm 103:2-5)
d) WE NEED TO HAVE AN ONGOING COMMITMENT TO SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH THOSE WHO DO NOT YET KNOW CHRIST. (We need to be open to every God given opportunity) (2 Timothy 4:2)
e) WE NEED TO LEARN HOW TO CLEARLY COMMUNICATE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE TO UNBELIEVERS (1 Timothy 4:12-16) (2 Timothy 2:15)  
f) WE NEED TO HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) ESPECIALLY RELATING TO:

· God’s love for all mankind and His wish that no one perishes

· God’s love for you, and that He loves you with tender mercies

· The gospel message.  (These key Scriptures should be memorised):  John 3:16, John 14:6, John 1:12, Rev. 3:20, Rom. 10:9, Rom. 3:23, Rom. 6:23, Ephes. 2:8-9, Acts 2:21)
· God’s provision and protection for His own people

· The hope we have in Christ

· How God has a plan for each and every one of us. 

     (Psalm 37:23) (Ephesians 2:10)
· The power that we have as believers to perform healings, signs and wonders. (John 14:12-14, Mark 16:17-18 and Mark 11:24)
WE MUST ALWAYS BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL TO CHANGE LIVES AND THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE POWER AND AUTHORITY TO HEAL OTHERS AND TO HELP DELIVER AND SET PEOPLE FREE. (Mark 16:15-18) (Acts 8:4-8) (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)
g) WE MUST BE AWARE OF OUR ENEMY (We must be vigilant and have discernment in the area of spiritual warfare)
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5) (1 Peter 5:8) (Ephesians 6:10-18)

h) THE IMPORTANCE OF DEPENDING ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Zechariah 4:6) (1 Corinthians 2:1-5) (1 Thessalonians 1:5-6) (John 14:26)  (John 16:13)  (Acts 1:8)
i) OBEDIENCE: GOD’S WAY (Isaiah 55:8-9) AND HIS TIMING
j) HAVE  LOVE  AND  COMPASSION  FOR  PEOPLE

· We must first love our brothers and sisters in the Lord. (John 17:20-21) Unity within the Church will cause the world to believe
· The friendship factor  (Pride isolates us)  (John 15:12-17)
· We must be an example of the gospel we preach

· Faith without works is dead

· Jesus had great compassion for people (Matthew 9:35-36)
· We must love people to the Lord (For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son)

· Always look for ways to serve the lost (Jesus was an example being the servant king) (Matthew 20:28)
PEOPLE MUST EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN OUR LIVES AS WE SHARE THE GOSPEL. WE MUST LIVE AND BE WHAT WE PREACH. (A new creation in Christ with His love shed abroad in our hearts)
8)  HOW  TO  BRING  SOMEONE  INTO  THE  KINGDOM  

·  ALWAYS BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  

· Seek divine appointments.  Each morning it is good to let God know that you are available to be used by Him.  God is a Gentleman.  Divine appointments come about through prayer and having an intimate relationship with God)

· Follow God’s directions when evangelising.  Be where God wants you.

· All divine appointments will generally be with people who have common interests or a background similar to yourself.  (True Holy Spirit led evangelism is energizing and not tiring)

· Many divine appointments come at times, which are not always the most suitable.  We must however be obedient to God at these times, because it is usually at these times, that the greatest witnessing experiences happen.

· Always go by God’s gentle first initial prompting.  This first gentle voice is always God’s voice directing us to someone to share the gospel.  The second voice is always the enemy trying to suggest that the first voice was not God’s voice, and the third voice is our own thoughts confirming the second thought.  Always act on the first gentle prompting.
· When approaching someone to share the gospel, as a result of a gentle prompting, always ask God for an ice breaking first line.  These may be lines such as “Have you got the time please.” followed by "Thanks, how has your day been?”  Or you may open with something like this.  “Hasn’t it been cold today”  “I trust you have been having a good day today”  Or you may say to a person  “How old is your baby”  God will usually provide you with a first line to break the ice with.

· “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say”  (Luke 12:12)  Jesus told His disciples not to worry about what they should say when they were brought before the synagogues, magistrates and authorities, as the Holy Spirit would teach them what to say in that very hour.

· Always listen for the Holy Spirit to give you the next question to ask the person.

· All questions should eventually lead the person to opening up their life to you, and the need in their life for a relationship with Jesus.  You may reach this point in one minute, or it may take 20 minutes.  Do not rush your time with the person at this crucial stage.  At this stage it is good to look for common interests or to share common experiences with the person.  The Holy Spirit helps us greatly in finding a common denominator with others.

· Never introduce Jesus into the talk until it becomes natural to do so.  The turn around point ALWAYS comes naturally.

· Introduce the benefits of having a relationship with Jesus when a person has become aware of their deep down need for this relationship.  

· Sometimes we are only meant to sow a seed, at other times, to be a living example of the gospel, however on many occasions, (especially given the spiritual hunger of so many people today) we should be able to lead a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· If there is no resistance and the Holy Spirit is giving the prompt to bring them into the Kingdom of God, at this point it is critical that you lead the person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  They might never be this open and responsive to the gospel again.  EXPECT DISTRACTIONS AND POSSIBLE FEARS AT THIS TIME.  Fight for their soul at this stage.

· Be gentle as you invite the person to give their heart to the Lord.  The following is a suggested way.  “It looks like you have given up trying to cope in your own strength.  How about we hand all of your life’s struggles over to Jesus and let Him take over your struggles.  The following is the greatest prayer you will ever say.  Let’s pray together.  Just repeat the following prayer with all your heart, and you will feel the greatest peace you have ever experienced.  However it must be said from your heart:

· The following prayer is an example of a prayer which could be used to bring a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ: 

-   “Dear God, I know that I have lived a life apart from You up to today, living for myself, but today I turn to You and I am asking You to forgive me of all the wrong things that I have done in the past.  I repent of all my past sins and I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour from this moment on.  I believe that He died for my sins and arose again on the third day and that the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary has washed all of my sins away and that I now have eternal life.  Guide and direct my life from this day on I pray, in Jesus Name, Amen”

· THERE  IS  POWER  IN  THE  USE  OF  SCRIPTURE.  

Before I lead most people into the sinners’ prayer, I will share Rev. 3:20 with them.  During the course of sharing about Jesus I will share as many scriptures, such as John 3:16, as the Holy Spirit leads me to.

· I MUST AGAIN STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ALL DISTRACTIONS WHILST TAKING   A PERSON THROUGH THE SINNERS PRAYER.  AT THIS POINT THE PRAYER MUST BE COMPLETED

· Sometimes I get people before praying the sinners prayer, to

imagine there being a zip over their heart, and to get them  imagining that they are unzipping the door to their heart.

· On some occasions it is necessary to bind other spirits, before a person is able to open their heart up to Jesus.  I normally at this point tell the person that I will first say a prayer that will enable them to yield their life over to Jesus.

· The following short prayer is most crucial when someone has had either a religious past, (and you can sense a religious   spirit coming against you) or if someone has dabbled in either witchcraft or the occult:

· “Dear God, thank you for this man’s desire to want to know you personally.  I now bind every spirit in this man which is not of You in Jesus name, with chains unbreakable, so that this person can now receive You Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.”

· At this point, I would then ask the person to pray with me a prayer of salvation.   
9)  THERE IS NO SINGLE FORMULA FOR WINNING SOULS

Always be directed by the Holy Spirit.  Below are some of the ways that God has used to bring people into the Kingdom of God:

a) Worship Tapes.  “Amazing Grace” followed by “Lord I give you my heart”

b) Get well card with Amazing Grace on the front and a sinners prayer inside

c) Mum playing amazing grace whilst I shared the gospel with someone

d) Prayed for a lady who had been on crutches for 6 months.  She was totally healed and came next day around to see me to find out more about Jesus before giving her life to Him

e) Uncle came to Lord by reading Why Jesus tract, before saying the sinners prayer

f) People in old people’s home read sinners prayer after singing “Amazing Grace”

g) Distributing tracts in letter boxes and putting tracts (with website contact details) on car windscreens just prior to Christmas in large shopping centre car parks.

h) Preaching on ministry websites such as  www.sonintl.org 

i) ALWAYS BE DIRECTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN EVANGELISING OR WITNESSING
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