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spiritual being out there.

“He who wins souls is wise”

SAMPLE SINNERS PRAYER

Dear God, I know that I have lived a life apart from You up to today, living for myself, but today I turn to You and I am asking You to forgive me of all the wrong things that I have done in the past.  I repent of all my past sins and I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour from this moment on.  
I believe that Jesus Christ died for all my sins and that He arose again from the dead on the third day and that the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary has washed all of my sins away and that I now have eternal life.  Guide and direct my life from this day on I pray, in Jesus Name, Amen.
1) INTRODUCTION

The church today is in the middle of a real spiritual battle as the enemy tries to dilute the power of the church and discourage and prevent Christians from sharing the love of Jesus Christ with others.  Whilst many people love going to church and fellowshipping with others, they often find it hard to share their faith with others.  

This manual has been designed to equip all Christians in the area of personal evangelism, in a practical and relevant way, so that everyone has the ability to lead someone into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Whilst not everyone has the gift of evangelism as their main ministry gift, we are all called to be a witness to our faith. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)  God does however on many occasions, anoint every single Christian with the ability to lead a person to Christ. 

There is no greater joy than in leading someone to the Lord, and it is hoped that many people will be encouraged to lead others to the Lord as a result of reading this manual.  All that God needs is for people to be available to serve Him and to walk out by faith.  The Holy Spirit will always give us the words and wisdom to lead others into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  Fear prevents many people from sharing their faith, however I can testify to the fact that God will never leave nor forsake you as you share your faith with others, as it is His desire that no one perish.  As a believer we can do all things through Christ Who strengthens us.  It is only as we step out by faith to witness to others, that we will see the power of God working fully through our lives.   

This manual also contains a number of short gospel messages, which can be preached in the streets and at school or other outreaches.  These gospel messages address common questions, which are often raised by non-believers, as well as the need for everyone to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour.

The bible says that he who wins souls is wise.  It is my own heart’s desire that this manual will inspire many people to become soul winners, and to experience the joy of leading people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.        

2) MOTIVATIONAL  TEACHINGS  IN  THE  WORLD

The world has in recent years been experiencing great stresses and uncertainties which have been unprecedented.  In a time when families are breaking down, morality is on the decline, and financial and social problems are escalating, non-believers and even some uncommitted Christians have turned to different sources to find a meaning for their lives.  

New age, witchcraft, and Satanism are now all growing in popularity, as people seek to find a spiritual component to their lives.  This upsurge in their popularity has been chiefly brought about by the complacency of many churches and their fear and resistance to change.

The time is now when the church must stand up and be counted, and where it must again become relevant to the community.  There has never been a better time for the gospel to be preached, and a greater opportunity to win souls for the Kingdom of God.  In a climate where sin is abounding in society, God’s grace is being poured out more and more, with the result that many people are now giving their broken lives over to Jesus Christ.  

There has also been an increase in healings, signs and wonders in recent days, as was predicted by the prophet Joel.  The harvest is truly plentiful, but the labourers are few.  God is now roaming the earth seeking all those people who have a heart for Him, and who will be a part of His end time plans. 

Many people of the world have greater work and social and convictions than many Christians, and have a greater passion in expressing their beliefs.  Communism for example spread from the efforts of 10 men sharing a common vision with passion.  Many successful business people also have better work values and convictions than many believers.
AS CHRISTIANS, WE SHOULD ALL STRIVE TO BE MEN AND WOMEN OF DESTINY, NO MATTER WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE. 
The following list of attitudes and beliefs were found in a book written by a now Christian author that I read, which outlined the attitudes and character traits necessary for people to be men and women of destiny
· Be clear about what you value in life

· When they zig, you zag (Do not be conformed to this world)

· Get a mentor

· Become a specialist, not a generalist

· Get out of the office early and work at home more often

· Write thank you notes daily

· Don’t lie

· Give small gifts often

· Don’t watch TV for more than one hour per week

· Spend half an hour each day thinking  (Start the day with God)

· Guard your mind

· Never underestimate the power of a smile

· Constantly give

· Have a spiritual life

· Aim to be the best in the world at what you do

· Take ten risks a year

· Exercise daily

· Don’t spend too much time alone.  (Have fellowship)

· Associate with the kind of people you want to become

· Address personal problems early

· Get rid of addictions.  (TV, gossiping, jealousy, selfishness)

· Be part of the 3% who write down life goals.

· Have no more than three major goals a year

· KNOW  THE  AWESOME  POWER  OF  PERSISTENCE

The apostle Paul said: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”  (2 Timothy 4:7)
3)   WHY  EVANGELISM  (SCRIPTURAL  BASIS)
Jesus said:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”  (Matthew 28:19)
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me”  (John 14:6)
“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8)
“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2)
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.  Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives…To preach the acceptable year of the Lord”  (Luke 4:18)

The book of proverbs also comments on the importance of sharing our faith:

“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”  
(Proverbs 24:11-12)
“.. And he who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30)
The Apostle Paul wrote:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace…”  (Romans 10:15a)
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”   (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
Prophetic evangelism and signs and wonders will be prominent in these last days.

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;  Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.  And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: …And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”  (Acts 2:17-21)

4)   WHY  EVANGELISM  ( HEAVEN  OR  HELL )

It is a common saying that there are only two things guaranteed in life, death and taxes.  There are two possible destinations for our soul when we experience our physical death, since the real us, our spirit, lives on for eternity.  All people can experience either one or two possible deaths, depending on their response to the gospel message.  
The first death is our physical death, however, for some people they will also experience a second death, which is their spiritual death.  It is only the second death that should be feared.  For Christians their physical death only means being with Jesus Christ in heaven.  This is a glorious hope that all Christians have.

Jesus said:  “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.  It was because of God’s great love for mankind that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  It is God’s wish that no one should perish, but that all people should come to repentance.  However, entry to heaven can only be achieved in one way.

Jesus said:  “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.  For a person who decides not to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, awaits the second death, which is eternal separation from God’s love.  (Hell)  Whilst heaven is a place, which provides Christians with a great hope for the future, Hell is a place of eternal torment, and where the worms will never die.

The book of Luke describes the eternal destinies of two men.  The first man was Lazarus, who was a beggar full of sores, whilst the second man was a rich man who lacked for nothing, and who lived mainly for himself.  Whilst in torment in Hades, the rich man lifted up his eyes to see the beggar in the bosom of Abraham.  

The rich man cried out to Abraham to have mercy on him, and if he could send Lazarus over to dip the tip of his finger into some water and to cool his tongue, for he was being tormented in the flames of hell.

The plight of the rich man can be clearly contrasted to the eternal destiny of the criminal who called upon Jesus when he was hanging on the cross next to Him.  Jesus said to the repentant criminal:  “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

5)   KEYS  TO  LEADING  A  FULFILLED  CHRISTIAN  LIFE
i)      Godliness with contentment is great gain.
ii)
Intimacy with God
iii) Be a real person.  Don’t live in some spiritual orbit.


(The apostle Paul became all things to all men that he might by all means save some)

iv) Desire to grow in Godly Character.  (Source: David McCracken)    

a) Servant hood  (Matthew 20:26-28)

b) Humility  (Proverbs 29:23)

c) Compassion  (John 11:32-44)

d) Righteousness    (Sharp Conscience)

“But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You” 
(Hebrews 1:8-9)

e) Obedience    (Better than sacrifice) 

(1 Samuel 15:22-23)

f) Optimism  (Hope)  (Romans 15:13)
g) Liberality (Draws God’s abundance)        (Proverbs 11:24-25)
h) Diligence    (2 Timothy 2:15)

i) Endurance  (Galatians 6:9)

j) Loyalty  (Proverbs 17:17)

v) Great leaders have a sense of destiny  (The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord)   (Psalm 37:23)
A sense of destiny produces: (Source: David McCracken)
    a)
Drive, zeal and passion of heart

b) Determination, discipline and courage

c) The ability to do great things for God in His strength

d) A realisation that you are part of a corporate body

vi) The motivation of our hearts must be right: (Source: David McCracken)
         


a)
 Why are we doing something?

b)       What are any leadership motives?

c)   Beware of the Judas Spirit. (2 Kings 5:20-27)
                                               (Elisha’s servant lied to gain wealth)

d)       Do not be a lover of recognition

e)        Do not be a lover of self-advancement

f)        Do not be a lover of influence

g)        Seek to be a part of body ministry

vii)
 THE  JOY  OF  THE  LORD  IS  YOUR  STRENGTH
6)   TEN  KEYS  TO  EFFECTIVE  EVANGELISM

a) INTIMACY  WITH  GOD  (Fall in love with Jesus)

(Acts 4:13, Psalm 37:4, John 15:4-5 & Mark 12:30)
· Praise and worship God frequently 
(John 4:23-24, Acts 16:25-26, Colossians 3:16 & Psalm 18:49)
· Have regular quiet times and seasons of rest with the Lord  (Recharge yourself) (Isaiah 40:28-31)
 -   Meditate on the Word of God   (Allow Scriptures to  

 become a reality in your lives) (Joshua 1:8) 
· Allow God to be a part of all of your day, seven days a week.

· Talk to and be real with God

· WE NEED TO HAVE AN INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD THAT WE ARE SERVING (Ephesians 3:17-19)
· Pray and seek God’s advice on all major decisions, as well as everyday issues (Jeremiah 33:3, Proverbs 16:3)
· Enjoy fellowship with other Christians who are on fire for God

· Every day seek to experience the manifest presence of God

· Read books on the character and nature of Jesus

· Study the emotive aspects of the four gospels and the epistles

· Really try to understand fully what Jesus has done for us

WE MUST FIRST EXPERIENCE INTIMACY WITH GOD OURSELVES, BEFORE WE CAN GET REALLY EXCITED ABOUT SHARING OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS.

As Christians it is so important to guard our hearts from being affected by a love for the things of this world. It is imperative that Jesus Christ is always our first love.  The Ephesus church was full of good works but they had left their first love. (Revelation 2:1-5) We must ensure that we never become lukewarm in our faith. (Revelation 3:14-19) 
OUR LOVE FOR JESUS GIVES US HIS COMPASSION FOR THE LOST AND A PASSION TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH THOSE WHO ARE UNSAVED. 
b)   UNDERSTAND  HUMANITY

· Without a vision people perish

· All people are created with a need to worship God  (Man has to worship something)

· Every person experiences a deep sense of loneliness without Christ

· All mechanisms to cope with the non existence of a relationship with God eventually fail

· Coping mechanisms include:  Alcohol, drugs, busyness, work, accumulating assets, gambling, investing lives in raising kids, sexual affairs, football worship, collecting trophies, etc

· Until people find a relationship with Jesus, they will always be seeking some spiritual experience, excitement or thrill in life to overcome the void in their lives.

· The spirit of the world has destroyed human relationships through self-centredness (sin)

· THE POWER OF PEER GROUP PRESSURE. Many people will do anything not to be left alone or isolated. The fear of being rejected by one’s peers is very strong among the youth.

· There is NO certainty in life today.  No job, friendship or marriage can be guaranteed

· All human inspired activities will always leave us dry and empty  (Works of the flesh)

· Most people would like to think that they were remembered for something that they did

· As Christians, we can leave a mark not only on this world, but for eternity

· 63% of Australians said that they prayed at some time  (Social Science Survey)

· Only 10-13% of Australians however, had been to a church  (Social Science Survey)

· People are now seeking a spiritual reality and are open to Christianity

· The post modernists are non-rationalistic.

· Rationality is pretty well dead and buried.  (We only have to look at today’s violence)

-      Many people are now seeking emotional experiences (drugs and sex) to cope with the emotional pain and emptiness that they feel in life
· The reality for many young people in the western nations, that buying a home (without a huge mortgage) is now becoming a far more remote possibility given the high house prices and unstable economic situation at the moment. For this reason, many of the youth have now just learnt to live for the moment  

WE MUST FULLY APPRECIATE THAT EVERY UNSAVED PERSON HAS A DEEP DOWN NEED TO KNOW JESUS, IF WE ARE TO EVANGELISE EFFECTIVLY

c) WE MUST BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL TO CHANGE LIVES. AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO BELIEVE THAT THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS (Rom. 10:15) (Rom. 1:16) AND THE ONLY REAL HOPE FOR A WORLD WHICH IS FULL OF PAIN AND SUFFERING AND THE ONLY HOPE FOR ETERNITY (Acts 4:12) (Matthew 16:26) (John 3:3 & 5) (Psalm 103:2-5)
d) WE NEED TO HAVE AN ONGOING COMMITMENT TO SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH THOSE WHO DO NOT YET KNOW CHRIST. (We need to be open to every God given opportunity) (2 Timothy 4:2)
e) WE NEED TO LEARN HOW TO CLEARLY COMMUNICATE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE TO UNBELIEVERS (1 Timothy 4:12-16) (2 Timothy 2:15)  
f) WE NEED TO HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) ESPECIALLY RELATING TO:

· God’s love for all mankind and His wish that no one perishes

· God’s love for you, and that He loves you with tender mercies

· The gospel message.  (These key Scriptures should be memorised):  John 3:16, John 14:6, John 1:12, Rev. 3:20, Rom. 10:9, Rom. 3:23, Rom. 6:23, Ephes. 2:8-9, Acts 2:21)
· God’s provision and protection for His own people

· The hope we have in Christ

· How God has a plan for each and every one of us. 

     (Psalm 37:23) (Ephesians 2:10)
· The power that we have as believers to perform healings, signs and wonders. (John 14:12-14, Mark 16:17-18 and Mark 11:24)
WE MUST ALWAYS BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL TO CHANGE LIVES AND THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE POWER AND AUTHORITY TO HEAL OTHERS AND TO HELP DELIVER AND SET PEOPLE FREE. (Mark 16:15-18) (Acts 8:4-8) (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)
g) WE MUST BE AWARE OF OUR ENEMY (We must be vigilant and have discernment in the area of spiritual warfare)
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5) (1 Peter 5:8) (Ephesians 6:10-18)

h) THE IMPORTANCE OF DEPENDING ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Zechariah 4:6) (1 Corinthians 2:1-5) (1 Thessalonians 1:5-6) (John 14:26)  (John 16:13)  (Acts 1:8)
i) OBEDIENCE: GOD’S WAY (Isaiah 55:8-9) AND HIS TIMING
j) HAVE  LOVE  AND  COMPASSION  FOR  PEOPLE

· We must first love our brothers and sisters in the Lord. (John 17:20-21) Unity within the Church will cause the world to believe
· The friendship factor  (Pride isolates us)  (John 15:12-17)
· We must be an example of the gospel we preach

· Faith without works is dead

· Jesus had great compassion for people (Matthew 9:35-36)
· We must love people to the Lord (For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son)

· Always look for ways to serve the lost (Jesus was an example being the servant king) (Matthew 20:28)
PEOPLE MUST EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN OUR LIVES AS WE SHARE THE GOSPEL. WE MUST LIVE AND BE WHAT WE PREACH. (A new creation in Christ with His love shed abroad in our hearts)
7)  THE  SIMPLE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE

· Many people would like to believe that when we die we go automatically to heaven 

· This is not the case, and people will go to one of two places when they die, either Heaven or Hell.

· The Bible makes it clear that there is only one way to get to heaven.  “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:12)  Jesus also said, “I am the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father (in Heaven) except through Me.  (John 14:6)
· All of us do bad things or have wrong or hateful thoughts from time to time.  No one has ever loved God all the time and loved their neighbour perfectly.  Jesus said even to lust after another person’s wife was to commit adultery.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (God’s standard of Holiness)  (Romans 3:23)

· The good thing is that we don’t have to be perfect to go to heaven.

· “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21) “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  (John 3:36) 
· God loves us so much that He sent His own Son Jesus to die for you and me, so that we can enter heaven when we die.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)
· Jesus said to those who loved and believed in Him, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  (John 14:1-3)
· God is however a Holy and just God and requires that all of us turn from our sins and give our lives to His Son Jesus, if we are to enter His eternal kingdom.
· Jesus said to the Galileans, “unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”  Jesus also said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God. (John 3:3) and that “unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.  (John 3:5a)  

· As you can imagine, a righteous God would not like people killing each other in wars, assaulting one another, or even deceiving and using one another.  All of us at times have lied or had wrong attitudes to others.

· God is Holy and loving, and whilst hating the sin in our lives, He actually loves us incredibly.  We all deserve to go to hell, because all of us sin and fall short of the glory of God.

· God however, wants all of us to go to heaven, and for this reason He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die for you and me.  When Jesus hung on the cross, He took all of our filthy attitudes, hateful thoughts, addictions, hurts and wrong actions upon Himself, as a sacrifice for us. (ROMANS 5:6-9)
· “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)
· To get to heaven we only have to receive what Jesus did for us, by acknowledging that we are not perfect, and then turn to Jesus to ask Him to be our Lord and Saviour.

·   Like any gift however, we must first receive God’s gift of salvation.  “But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.” (John 1:12)  

· When we acknowledge and confess the mistakes that we have made, and choose to turn from our sinful and wrong ways and ask Jesus to be our Lord and Saviour, God’s Holy Spirit connects with our own spirit and we are born again.  

· All of a sudden you are truly alive (born again of the Spirit of God), and you have the inner peace that comes from being in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· When you are born again, God completely forgives you of all of your past mistakes and sins, and all that He sees in you is the righteousness of Jesus.

· Most people think of religion as being all about rules and regulations, however, being a Christian is totally different, as you actually have a close and intimate relationship with God, in which you find the inner peace that we all seek.

· When people don’t know God, they try all types of things to fill the deep down emptiness in their life, some destructive like drugs or gambling, or others in a more socially accepted way such as overworking

· All of us were made to worship God, however man right from the beginning of time decided to rebel against God and do his own thing.  Like many of our ancestors, so many of us can continue to run from the peace of God, struggling in our own strength.

· Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew: 11:28)   Jesus also said, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”   (Matthew 16:26).

· Jesus said, “behold I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door (of their heart) I will come in and dine with him and he with Me.”

· Jesus did all the hard work by hanging on the cross. Jesus bled and died for our sins, but death could not hold Him down.  Three days later He arose from the dead triumphantly with the keys to death and hell.  However, to receive the gift of eternal life you must receive Jesus as your Lord and Saviour.

· The bible says “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

(Romans 10:9)
· The following prayer will ensure that you have a place in heaven, as you call upon the name of the Lord Jesus.  If you say this prayer with all your heart, you will experience the inner peace that comes from having a relationship with Jesus.

Dear God, I know that I have run from you for many years, but today I turn to You and I ask that You forgive me of all my wrong doings and sins in the past. I believe that Jesus Christ died and shed His sinless Blood for my sins and that He arose again from the dead three days later. I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour from this moment on.  Amen   

8)  HOW  TO  BRING  SOMEONE  INTO  THE  KINGDOM  

·  ALWAYS BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  

· Seek divine appointments.  Each morning it is good to let God know that you are available to be used by Him.  God is a Gentleman.  Divine appointments come about through prayer and having an intimate relationship with God)

· Follow God’s directions when evangelising.  Be where God wants you.

· All divine appointments will generally be with people who have common interests or a background similar to yourself.  (True Holy Spirit led evangelism is energizing and not tiring)

· Many divine appointments come at times, which are not always the most suitable.  We must however be obedient to God at these times, because it is usually at these times, that the greatest witnessing experiences happen.

· Always go by God’s gentle first initial prompting.  This first gentle voice is always God’s voice directing us to someone to share the gospel.  The second voice is always the enemy trying to suggest that the first voice was not God’s voice, and the third voice is our own thoughts confirming the second thought.  Always act on the first gentle prompting.
· When approaching someone to share the gospel, as a result of a gentle prompting, always ask God for an ice breaking first line.  These may be lines such as “Have you got the time please.” followed by "Thanks, how has your day been?”  Or you may open with something like this.  “Hasn’t it been cold today”  “I trust you have been having a good day today”  Or you may say to a person  “How old is your baby”  God will usually provide you with a first line to break the ice with.

· “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say”  (Luke 12:12)  Jesus told His disciples not to worry about what they should say when they were brought before the synagogues, magistrates and authorities, as the Holy Spirit would teach them what to say in that very hour.

· Always listen for the Holy Spirit to give you the next question to ask the person.

· All questions should eventually lead the person to opening up their life to you, and the need in their life for a relationship with Jesus.  You may reach this point in one minute, or it may take 20 minutes.  Do not rush your time with the person at this crucial stage.  At this stage it is good to look for common interests or to share common experiences with the person.  The Holy Spirit helps us greatly in finding a common denominator with others.

· Never introduce Jesus into the talk until it becomes natural to do so.  The turn around point ALWAYS comes naturally.

· Introduce the benefits of having a relationship with Jesus when a person has become aware of their deep down need for this relationship.  

· Sometimes we are only meant to sow a seed, at other times, to be a living example of the gospel, however on many occasions, (especially given the spiritual hunger of so many people today) we should be able to lead a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· If there is no resistance and the Holy Spirit is giving the prompt to bring them into the Kingdom of God, at this point it is critical that you lead the person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  They might never be this open and responsive to the gospel again.  EXPECT DISTRACTIONS AND POSSIBLE FEARS AT THIS TIME.  Fight for their soul at this stage.

· Be gentle as you invite the person to give their heart to the Lord.  The following is a suggested way.  “It looks like you have given up trying to cope in your own strength.  How about we hand all of your life’s struggles over to Jesus and let Him take over your struggles.  The following is the greatest prayer you will ever say.  Let’s pray together.  Just repeat the following prayer with all your heart, and you will feel the greatest peace you have ever experienced.  However it must be said from your heart:

· The following prayer is an example of a prayer which could be used to bring a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ: 

-   “Dear God, I know that I have lived a life apart from You up to today, living for myself, but today I turn to You and I am asking You to forgive me of all the wrong things that I have done in the past.  I repent of all my past sins and I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour from this moment on.  I believe that He died for my sins and arose again on the third day and that the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary has washed all of my sins away and that I now have eternal life.  Guide and direct my life from this day on I pray, in Jesus Name, Amen”

· THERE  IS  POWER  IN  THE  USE  OF  SCRIPTURE.  

Before I lead most people into the sinners’ prayer, I will share Rev. 3:20 with them.  During the course of sharing about Jesus I will share as many scriptures, such as John 3:16, as the Holy Spirit leads me to.

· I MUST AGAIN STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ALL DISTRACTIONS WHILST TAKING   A PERSON THROUGH THE SINNERS PRAYER.  AT THIS POINT THE PRAYER MUST BE COMPLETED

· Sometimes I get people before praying the sinners prayer, to

imagine there being a zip over their heart, and to get them  imagining that they are unzipping the door to their heart.

· On some occasions it is necessary to bind other spirits, before a person is able to open their heart up to Jesus.  I normally at this point tell the person that I will first say a prayer that will enable them to yield their life over to Jesus.

· The following short prayer is most crucial when someone has had either a religious past, (and you can sense a religious   spirit coming against you) or if someone has dabbled in either witchcraft or the occult:

· “Dear God, thank you for this man’s desire to want to know you personally.  I now bind every spirit in this man which is not of You in Jesus name, with chains unbreakable, so that this person can now receive You Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.”

· At this point, I would then ask the person to pray with me a prayer of salvation.   
9)  THERE IS NO SINGLE FORMULA FOR WINNING SOULS

Always be directed by the Holy Spirit.  Below are some of the ways that God has used to bring people into the Kingdom of God:

a) Worship Tapes.  “Amazing Grace” followed by “Lord I give you my heart”

b) Get well card with Amazing Grace on the front and a sinners prayer inside

c) Mum playing amazing grace whilst I shared the gospel with someone

d) Prayed for a lady who had been on crutches for 6 months.  She was totally healed and came next day around to see me to find out more about Jesus before giving her life to Him

e) Uncle came to Lord by reading Why Jesus tract, before saying the sinners prayer

f) People in old people’s home read sinners prayer after singing “Amazing Grace”

g) Distributing tracts in letter boxes and putting tracts (with website contact details) on car windscreens just prior to Christmas in large shopping centre car parks.

h) Preaching on ministry websites such as  www.sonintl.org 

i) ALWAYS BE DIRECTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN EVANGELISING OR WITNESSING

10) WHY 90% OF CHRISTIANS NEVER LEAD ANYONE TO  THE  LORD

a) LACK OF TEACHING IN THE CHURCH BY  

EVANGELISTS TO STIR PEOPLE TO WITNESS

(Ephesians 4:11-12)

b)    FEAR  OF  MAN   (Luke 12:4)
c)    MORE WORRIED ABOUT MAN’S APPROVAL,      

       THAN  GOD’S  APPROVAL      (Matthew 10:32-33)

d)    CAUGHT UP WITH THINGS OF THE WORLD

· Status, Looks, Image     (James 4:4)

· Compromise values: TV, videos, films, magazines

· Worldly Possessions     (Matt. 16:26)

· Ambition  (Work, Sport)

· NO  SENSE  OF  ETERNAL  PRIORITIES

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   (Matthew 6:19-21)

        e)   HAVE  LOST  CONTACT / RELEVANCE  WITH   

UNSAVED  WORLD

· Christianize

· No unchurched friends

· All social activities are in the church

· Us Verses Them Mentality

The Apostle Paul said, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more.  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law: to those who are without law, as without law, …that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”  (1 Cor. 9:19-22)

     f)   DISCOURAGED  BY  PAST  FAILURES (Philippians 3:12-14)
g)  A  FAILURE  TO  COMPREHEND  THAT  HELL  WILL  BE  A  REALITY  FOR  MANY  OF  OUR  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  MEMBERS
h)   LACK  OF  LOVE  FOR  HUMANITY (THE LOST)
i)   A  RELUCTANCE  TO  COUNT  THE  COST  OF  

DISCIPLESHIP
The Apostle Paul said, “Are they ministers of Christ?  I speak as a fool.  I am more:  in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.  From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 

 deep; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness …. If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity.”  (2 Corinthians 11:23-30)

11)   CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS        

          RESPONSES  TO  LIFE’S  DIFFICULT  QUESTIONS.   

           (IDEAL TO BE USED WHEN STREET PREACHING) 

         SHORTER  RESPONSES  TO  DIFFICULT  QUESTIONS       

         (TO  GUIDE  PEOPLE  TO  A  DECISION  FOR  CHRIST)

-    (I am a Catholic already)        


I used to be an Anglican but I never knew God personally.  The moment I invited Jesus Christ into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour, I had an inner peace for the first time in my life. 

-    (I am already a very religious person)


I used to be very religious myself, but I never had a peace in my heart, and as I struggled through life, I never knew that there was a God who actually cared about me so much that He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die for me.  When I met Jesus Christ and invited Him into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour, all of a sudden I had a real and exciting relationship with God, and an inner peace at last.

-    (I was baptized as a baby, so I am already a Christian)


I was also baptized as a baby, however as I grew up I never got to know Jesus Christ, even though I went to a Church service every week.  The bible even says how many people will come up to Jesus at the end of their life and say how they ate and drank in His presence, and how He taught in their streets, but Jesus will say to them, depart from Me, I never knew you.  All of us have to get to know Jesus Christ personally before we die, and receive Him into our hearts and lives to be our Lord and Saviour.  If I ask you this question today, could you answer “yes.”   Do you really know Jesus Christ personally as your Lord and Saviour?

-
(All the wars are over Religion)


Many wars are over religion, but if everyone had the love of Jesus Christ in their hearts, there would be no wars at all in this world.  In fact it was the religious people who hung Jesus Christ on the cross, after He had spent 33 years on this earth healing the sick and oppressed and demonstrating the love and compassion of God.

-    (What about all the Hindus and Buddhists.  Surely they go to Heaven as well)


Jesus Christ came to this earth for one reason, to die for the sins of mankind, so that all of us can have a relationship with God, and a place in heaven for eternity.  Three days later He rose from the dead with the keys to death and hell.  Buddha is now dead, so is Krishna but Jesus is alive and the only way to heaven.  Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father except through Me.  Jesus stands at the door of heaven and lets all those in who have made Him their Lord and Saviour.  If you were the Son of God, would you die on the cross if there were another way for mankind to get to heaven?  In the same way, if I asked you to open up a security gate so that you could get in, which had a unique code 777, would it help you if I gave you every other combination except this one.  Jesus is the only name under Heaven by which man can be saved.

-    (All that churches do is take peoples’ money)    


The bible says that when you give ten percent of your income to God, you will be blessed and that you will be unable to contain the blessings.  When I give my money to a church I am always giving to God rather than to a church institution.  When I have been obedient in my giving to God, I have seen God’s incredible blessing on my own life.  I can only but encourage every person, that if they give to God what is His, He will always bless them, as His promises to us never change, because He is the same yesterday, today and forever.

-    (I am not a bad person.  I don’t believe that people are really bad and

      that everyone goes to Heaven when they die)


Most people do not think that they are bad people, nor did I think that I was a bad person before I became a Christian, but the moment I invited Jesus Christ into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour, I realized just how sinful many of my attitudes were.  I can now clearly see why the Bible says that we are all sinners, and that we all fall short of the Glory of God, and that there is no one righteous, no not even one.  I am just so glad that Jesus died for all of My sins, and that He came into my heart to be My Lord and Saviour several years ago.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father except through Him.  It was only when I gave my life to Jesus that I found what true happiness was, and I found the ability to truly love others in an unconditional way.

-    (I don’t believe that there is any evil in the world)

Most people when they see the news each night can now only describe many of the atrocities that they see happening all around the world as evil.  The brutal execution of so many innocent civilians in Indonesia by the Malisha can only be described as brutal and evil.  When old people are stabbed 20 to 30 times in a frenzied attack, the only word which can adequately describe these attacks is the word evil.  It is almost impossible now to believe that evil does not exist in this world.

-    (I don’t believe people are evil.  People are just a product of their upbringing)


A person who has killed thirty innocent people can only be described as evil.  It is true however, that our upbringing has a significant affect on our lives, and determines whether or not a person becomes evil or not.  People who have been physically and emotionally abused as kids can allow hatred and evil to come into their hearts.  The bible even says that murder begins with an angry thought.  People can feed their eyes and minds with so much violent, pornographic and demonic films, that they begin to have their own hearts and minds changed as they begin to become more and more evil.  Some people are evil, as they have allowed evil to come into their hearts as a result of what they have seen, experienced and heard.

-
(I don’t believe that there is any such thing as a devil)


A lot of people don’t believe that there is any such thing as the devil, and this is just what the devil wants people to think.  The bible says how the devil is a master of lies and deception, and that he roams around seeking to kill and destroy as many people as he can.  Many people have heard the lies of the devil telling them that they had no future and ended up taking their own life in response to these lies.  Many people have also experienced broken marriages because the devil has told them that the pasture was greener on the other side, only to find that it wasn’t.  
 You only have to look at the high divorce rate, the number of suicides, and the ever, increasing use of drugs, as people begin to believe that they have no future.  The increase in heroin overdose deaths, single parent families and depression, clearly illustrates that the devil is certainly succeeding in his efforts to see the death and destruction of as many lives as he can.  The bible however tells the truth that Jesus came to give life and life abundantly, and that all those who call upon the name of the Lord will receive eternal life. 

-    (If God is loving, why does He allow wars and evil to take place in the world?)


God is never the one who is responsible for wars; in fact it is actually quite the opposite.  Wars start because the people responsible for starting them do not have the love of God in their hearts.  If everyone had the love of Jesus Christ in their hearts, there would be no wars.  America is a perfect example of how violence, homicide and immorality have increased, since God was banned from the schoolyard several years ago.  It is now not even safe to walk down the streets at night in many of America’s larger cities and towns.  
 The bible says that the human heart is wicked beyond measure, and only Jesus Christ can change the heart of a person.  Only the love of God in the hearts of people will prevent wars, however so many people reject Him, and choose to live for themselves.  It is when people live for themselves, and follow the spirit of this world, which emphasizes self-gratification and self-seeking, that wars and evil actions originate.  God will however eventually judge the world, and all those who do not make Jesus Christ their Lord and Saviour, will ultimately spend eternity in Hell.

-   (If God is so loving, why would He allow people to go to Hell?)

God so loves this world that He sent His one and only Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins, so that all those who humble themselves and put their trust in Him, can have a place in Heaven for eternity.  Many people however, reject Jesus Christ and choose to go down the broad path that leads to death and Hell, as they choose to live for themselves and in their own strength.   It is God’s desire however, that no one perishes and goes to Hell.

-    (Everyone should be entitled to his or her own beliefs)

To me if I really love someone, I want the best for him or her, and part of this is being honest with them.  If I didn’t tell you that Jesus Christ is the only way to get to heaven, and that when you invite Him into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour, you will find inner peace and God’s perfect plan for your life, I would not really be wanting the best for your life.  

I care for you and value your friendship very much, and I would be devastated if I did not have your friendship for eternity.  I could not also stand the thought of you being in Hell one day, when today you can get into a right relationship with God, by accepting Jesus Christ into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-   (Why do I need to become a Christian to get to Heaven?)

There is only one way that we can have a relationship with God, and spend eternity in Heaven when we die.  All of us sin and fall short of the Glory of God, and our sins prevent us from being in a relationship with Him.  Because of God’s great love for us, and His desire that all of us come into a relationship with Him, He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross to pay the penalty for all of our sins.  

It is the sinless blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanses us from all of our sins.  When we turn to God and invite Jesus Christ to come into our hearts and life to be our Lord and Saviour, we exchange our own sinfulness for His righteousness, so all God sees in us is the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  It is for this reason that only Christians will get to heaven.    

-   (If Christians are so good, how come children are molested by priests?)

The bible says that we all sin and fall short of the Glory of God, and that none of us are perfect.  The bible also says how a Christian’s life is characterized by the fruit in their life. This changed lifestyle should demonstrate the qualities of God such as love, peace and long suffering.  There is a saying that there is always one bad apple in the bunch, and this is usually the case in every single organization.  The simple fact is that humanity is sinful, and only Jesus Christ can change the heart of a person, and it is only a person’s ongoing relationship with God, which makes it possible for a person to live as a true Christian.
I don’t believe that any Christian, who has the love of Jesus Christ in their heart, could molest a child, however a religious person who does not know Jesus Christ personally, may well struggle in this area.  It is only when a person has invited Jesus Christ into their heart to be their Lord and Saviour that God sends His Holy Spirit into their life, so that he or she has the ability to live in a Godly and loving way.     

-   (I would need some proof that God exists before I would become a Christian)

Becoming a Christian is all about faith, believing that something will happen, when logic says it should not happen.  When you look at nature, the first impression that most people have is that some higher Being must have been responsible for creating this earth.  Most kids will say instinctively how God created the sun.  The bible says how we must have a childlike faith to accept Jesus into our heart to be our Lord and Saviour.  It is amazing how when little kids at church hear about Jesus, all of them raise their hands to accept him into their hearts.  

The older we get the more hurts we have experienced in life, and the more we begin to complicate life.  Right now Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart hoping that you will open up your heart by faith to accept Him in.  When you do, you will experience the peace of God that passes all understanding, and all of a sudden you will realize just how real it is having a personal relationship with God.  Right now you too can open your heart up by faith and invite Jesus Christ into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-    (I believe in reincarnation, and that this life is just a trial run for our next life)

Most people would say that living once in this world is hard enough, however many people would like to believe that there is another chance to have a better life later.  The bible says that it is appointed for man to die once and then to face judgment.  However the bible also says how we can all experience a better life, not only now, but also in the future.  The bible also speaks about a place called Heaven, which is a place where there will be peace and joy and no more tears for eternity.  All those who call upon the name of the Lord Jesus shall be saved, and have a place set-aside for them in Heaven for eternity.  The good thing however is that when you turn to God and repent of all of your sins, and invite Jesus Christ to come into your heart, you will also experience the peace of God now, as you enter into God’s perfect plan for your life.   

​-    (I can’t take this thing about being spiritual beings.  When we die we just die)

I am sure that every person who has seen a dead body will realize that what remains is just a piece of meat, because the real person, the spirit of the person has left the body to go to one of two places that the bible calls Heaven or Hell.  Similarly when someone is in another room, you are also aware of the spiritual presence of that person, as you are when a person is stalking you.  

The simple fact is that we are spiritual beings, and all of us were made to be in fellowship with God, however because of our own sinful and independent nature, none of us can come into fellowship with God until we invite Jesus Christ to come into heart to be our Lord and Saviour.  Until a person does, they will always experience an inner emptiness or void in their own spirit, as their spirit is not in relationship with God.  Today you can experience the inner peace of God by repenting of your sins and inviting Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour, so that you can enter into God’s perfect plan for your life.
-    (I believe in God already.  I pray to Him from time to time when in trouble)

A lot of people believe that there is a God, but never actually have the joy of getting to know Him personally.  I have seen many people on TV who I know of, but I do not actually know.  I have seen John Howard on TV many times, but I do not know him personally.  When you get to know God personally, you have so much joy just being in His presence, that you want to spend time with Him everyday, and not just when your life is falling apart.  

I have found that allowing God to guide my life is the most exciting and fulfilling way to live my life, as He opens up each new door in my life.  Today you too can enter into a real and personal relationship with God simply by humbling yourself before Him, acknowledging your own sinfulness, and inviting Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-    (Why did God allow my mum to die from cancer?)

The bible says that there is a good man who perishes in his righteousness, yet there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness.  The bible also says that it is appointed for man to die once and then to face judgment, and how death for a righteous person is really only the beginning of a new and better life in Heaven.  People die early for many reasons, through taking unnecessary risks on the road, high stress levels, wrong eating patterns and from the pressures which often come from trying to control their life.  People will usually suicide when they believe that they have nothing to live for, yet God has a plan and a purpose for every single person.  

God will often supernaturally intervene to prevent someone from dieing, to give them a chance to get their life right with Him.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  It is God’s desire that no one perish, but some people will never ever turn to and love God.  Death is inevitable for all of us, however God will sometimes supernaturally prolong the life of a person, to give them the opportunity to get their life right with Him.  For those who have asked God to forgive them of all of their sins, and have asked Jesus Christ to come into their heart to be their Lord and Saviour, death in the body is just the beginning of a new and far better life in Heaven.

-     (God is in all of us anyway)

A lot of people believe that God is in them, and whilst this can be true, it is only true if someone has invited Jesus Christ into their heart to be their Lord and Saviour.  All of us have a God vacuum that only He can fill, and all of us will have an inner loneliness until God’s Spirit fills that void and joins our own Spirit.  Today you can find that inner peace by acknowledging your sinful state and asking God to forgive you of all of your sins.  When you ask Jesus Christ to come into your heart and life to be your Lord and Savior, you come into a personal relationship with God as the Holy Spirit comes into your life to join with your spirit.

-   (My life is fine at the moment.  I don’t really need Jesus.)

A lot of people go through life living a second best life.  When a runner is used to always running in a cheap pair of runners, he wouldn’t even consider that there is a better way, as he pulls up each day slightly sore in the knees.  If someone all of a sudden gave him a gift of a new pair of runners, and he put them on the next time he ran, he would feel like he is running on air.  So many people choose to live life apart from God for many years of their life, until often, life’s struggles literally bring them to their knees.  The bible says that there is a way, which seems right to man, but in the end it leads to death.  The bible also says that there is a path, which leads to life.  

It is only when you invite Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour, that you will find true life and enter into God’s perfect plan for your life, with an assurance that when you die, you will immediately have a place in Heaven for eternity.  Without this personal relationship with Jesus Christ, you can never get to Heaven, and when you die, your spirit will reside for eternity in a place the bible calls hell.  Today you can find eternal life however by simply humbling yourself and repenting of all of your sins, and inviting Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-    (I don’t believe that there is any such thing as Hell)
Most people would like to think that there is no such place as Hell, whilst many people’s lives are in so much turmoil that the word Hell is almost an appropriate word to describe their lives.  The bible says how there are two paths that we can take in life, the broad path, which leads to death and destruction, or the narrow path, which leads to life.  Hell was only ever meant for a group of fallen angels that were led by a chief angel called Lucifer, who is also known as the devil.  The bible tells how these angels wanted to take over from God, and as a result they were cast out of Heaven down to earth, where they have deceived man into wanting to be like God.  

All of us when we are born instinctively live for ourselves, wanting what is best for us, trying to be something in our strength, and never wanting to involve God in our lives.  It is God’s desire that no one go to hell, however many people chose that path and reject God all of their life.  God has however made the way where you can come into a real and personal relationship with Him.  All you have to do is acknowledge your own sinfulness and rebellion and repent of your sins and invite Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-    (I don’t need Jesus.  I have done enough good things to go to Heaven!)

The bible says how we all sin and fall short of the Glory of God, and that there is no one righteous, no not even one.  The simple fact is that Jesus has made it possible for the worst sinner, the murderer, the armed robber, the selfish businessman, the billionaire and the peasant to have a place in Heaven when they die.  Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father in Heaven except through Me.  

There is no other name or way under Heaven by which man can be saved.  Neither our money, our status in the community, our pale shade of goodness, or anything else will be able to get us into Heaven when we die.  In fact the bible even says how, when compared to God’s goodness, all of our own righteous acts are like filthy rags.  We all need Jesus, however many people fail to humble themselves before God, and acknowledge their own sinfulness, and as a result, never end up going to Heaven.  God resists the proud, but He gives saving grace to the humble.  Today, you to can be assured of a place in Heaven by humbling yourself before God and repenting of your sins, and inviting Jesus Christ into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour. 

-    (I believe already that there is a God or some higher spiritual being out there)

Most people when they look at creation are made aware of the existence of a God, however so many people do not have a real and personal relationship with Him.  Praying to a God who is not real in your own life is like talking to a statute.  God longs to be in a real and personal relationship with all of us, however our own sinfulness prevents us from getting into His presence.  It is because of His great love for us, that God sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for all of our sins, so that all of us can have a real and personal relationship with God.  Today you too can have a real and personal relationship with God by humbling yourself and repenting of all of your sins, and asking Jesus Christ to come into your heart and life to be your Lord and Saviour from this day on.

-    (How can Christians say that we are all sinners?  Surely babies are not sinful.)

I have seen enough babies yelling and screaming at their parents in a supermarket, to realize that babies too are sinners.  Likewise, I have seen enough fights between my young nieces to know that all of us, no matter what age we are, have a natural tendency to want our own way, and to do things that we want to do.  Sin is categorized by selfishness and independence, and the bible even says that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God, and that there is none who does good, no, not one.  Even as a Christian, I still have at times attitudes which are sinful and selfish, and I know that the only reason that I will go to Heaven when I die, is because I humbled myself before God, repented of all of my sins, and invited Jesus Christ to come into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour.  

Jesus said, I am the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father except through Me.  Jesus is now standing at the door of your heart knocking, wanting to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.  Jesus loved you so much that He hung on a cross for your sins, and all you have to do is open your heart up and trust Him to be your Lord and Saviour.  When you do, you will have a real and personal relationship with God forever, and an assurance that when you die, you will go straight to Heaven. 

-   (What happens to people who do not hear about Jesus?  Will they go to Hell?)

It is God’s desire that no one perish, and that all of us spend eternity in a relationship with Him, both while we are here on earth and in Heaven.  God can and has revealed Jesus in many ways to people, including directly in an audible voice, through a bible, through graffiti on a wall, and even in a dust storm in Somalia, where the image of Jesus was seen and three thousand people gave their hearts to Jesus Christ.  God will never ever give up on anyone, however each one of us must choose to follow Jesus before we die.  Only God knows how He has revealed Himself to people, and right now He is giving you the opportunity to give your heart to Jesus Christ, so that you can have a relationship with Him for eternity.  All you have to do is turn to Him and repent of your sins, and invite Jesus Christ to come into your life to be your Lord and Saviour from this day on. 

-    (I have done too much wrong for God to want me.  Jesus could not forgive me)

Jesus actually came down to earth to save the sinners and not the righteous from their sins.  In fact the bible says where sin abounds, grace abounds even more, and Jesus actually shared this principle in a story.  In this story a religious man stood and prayed within himself the prayer, thank God I am not like other men who are sinners.  On the other hand, a much-despised tax collector who was barely able to look to Heaven, cried out to God, be merciful on this sinner.  Jesus said it was the tax collector rather than the religious man who went home in a right relationship with God that night.  Jesus died for all of our sins, and everyone from the criminal to the billionaire has the same opportunity to enter into Heaven when they die.  

Everyone’s good deeds are all like filthy rags before a Holy and loving God.  It is only those who humble themselves before God and call upon the name of Jesus who will be saved.  I don’t care what you have done in the past, today you too, can be forgiven of all of your sins and find the peace of God which comes from humbling yourself before God and confessing your sins, and inviting Jesus Christ into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

-    (Religion is just a crutch for people who cannot cope with life)

When I walk down the street, I see many people who are struggling to cope with life.  The bible says that   without a vision people perish, and in today’s ever changing environment, genuine friendships are becoming harder to make.  Many people are now resorting to drugs, alcohol, gambling, explicit adult entertainment or affairs to help them cope with living from one day to the next without a hope.  Others throw themselves into a career, or the accumulation of material assets, or the building of a business, to help them cope with the inner emptiness within. Without realizing it, everyone has some form of method, or crutch, to help them get through life, and to cope with their inner loneliness.  Religion, without a real and personal relationship with God is also not the answer.  Having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ is the only way that anyone will ever have the inner peace of God that so many people are now searching for in so many ways.  Whilst being the most rewarding life ever, being a Christian is also full of trials and tribulations, as you go against the world’s values of materialism, status, body image and immorality.  

In fact, because you need to have character to become a Christian, many go down the broad path of life that leads to death and destruction.  Today however, you can be one of those who enter into God’s perfect plan for their life, and be one of those who can give people a hope in a world which is fast falling apart at the seams.  All that you have to do is turn to God today and repent of all of your sins, and invite Jesus Christ to come into your heart and life to be your Lord and Saviour.  When you do, you will not only experience the peace of God, but you will begin to follow God’s perfect plan for your life, with the assurance that the moment you die, you will be in Heaven for eternity.     

-    (I can see how your faith helps you, and that’s fine, but I don’t need it myself) 

Very few people, no matter how bad things are going, like to admit that they are struggling in life.  Others are very well off materially, but never ever give much consideration as to how they could help others in society.  All of us though, no matter whether we are well off materially or struggling to get by, have an inner emptiness that only Jesus Christ can fill.  

Whilst one person may drink to cover up the pain in his life, someone else may eat out at restaurants frequently and seek constant entertainment to fill the void within.  Every one of us will one day give an account of our lives to God.  The bible says that none of us are righteous, no not even one, and that we all sin and fall short of the Glory of God.  

All of us will die one day, and our spirits will leave our body to go to one of two places, either heaven or hell.  It does not matter whether we have had a great life materially or a struggling life here on earth, we will all stand before God to give an account of our life.  Jesus Christ came to this earth to pay the penalty for all of our sins, by dieing on the cross and he shed his blood for us, so that all of us can have our sins washed away, if we trust Him to be our Lord and Saviour.  

All of us, whether poor or rich, have to humble ourselves before God and ask Him to forgive us of all of our sins before we die, and invite Jesus Christ into our hearts to be our Lord and Saviour.  The bible says that it is harder for a rich man to get to heaven, than it is for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.  

Many people have rejected God all of their lives, only to find the reality of spending an eternity in hell, after they heard Jesus at the gateway to Heaven sadly saying the words, depart from Me, I never knew you.  Today is the only day that you can be assured of getting your life right with God, for tomorrow may never come.  Today you too can get to know Jesus Christ personally by inviting Him into your heart and life, to be your Lord and Saviour from this day on.

TWO QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (LONGER ANSWERS) FROM “EVANGELISM LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT” MANUAL

Comment:  I don’t need Jesus.  I have done enough to go to Heaven?

Response:  A lot of people believe that they are good enough to get to heaven, and for many years I believed that I was a good person compared with others.  I hadn’t killed or beaten up anyone, nor had I committed any armed robberies and basically I was friendly on the outside to most people.  When God met me on the steps of Flinders Street Station, I gave my heart to Jesus Christ the next day at a church service.  All of a sudden I became aware of how selfish I really was, and how many of my heart attitudes were so sinful and deceitful.  The bible says that the heart is wicked beyond all measure and all of a sudden God’s Holy Spirit was revealing just how true this was, and God began the process of changing all of my bad attitudes and actions.

If you look at a half clean shirt it is still dirty, and the same is the case with each and every one of our lives.  We may have some good attitudes in life but there will invariable be people in our lives that we may find hard to love, or we may lie or deceive people, to get what we want, or we may covet things that our neighbours have.  All these attitudes and actions are sins and the bible says that we all sin and fall short of the Glory of God.  The bible also says that the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus.  Because of sin none of us can come into the presence of a Holy and loving God, unless we receive the gift of salvation which is free to those who humble themselves and acknowledge their sinful nature, and ask Jesus Christ to come into their lives to be their Lord and Saviour.

God says that He resists the proud but He gives grace to the humble.  This is why Jesus was most accepted by the tax collectors and harlots of His day, because they knew that they were sinners and lost, whereas many of the religious figures of His time were more worried about their appearance in public, than about being real and getting their heart right with God.  One religious person said to Jesus how he was glad that he was not like the sinful tax collector next to him, and how he faithfully did all the religious stuff.  

The tax collector on the other hand barely able to look into the eyes of Jesus said to Him, “Have mercy on me for I am a sinner”.  To this Jesus said it was the tax collector and not the religious person who went home that night in right standing with God, and that he had received eternal life that day.  Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the father except through Me.  One day we all die and Jesus will say one of two things, either I know you, or depart from Me, I never knew you.  We can only get to know Jesus whilst we are alive, and we can only accumulate treasures in Heaven whilst we are here on earth.  These treasures will last for eternity, however our treasures here on earth will eventually be eaten away by moths, or rust away.  

We all need Jesus, as it is only by making Him our Lord and Saviour, that we can spend eternity with God in Heaven rather than spending eternity in a place the bible calls hell, when we die.  

Living for Jesus here on earth is challenging but also the most rewarding thing that anyone can do.  By making Jesus truly Lord of our lives here on earth, we will be able to set up for ourselves treasures in heaven which last forever, as we do those things that God has called us to do in this life.  We do need Jesus not only to save our soul, but also to direct us along that path which will give us the greatest satisfaction in life.      

Comment:  I believe already that there is a God or some sort of higher

                    spiritual being out there.

Response:  So many people these days believe that there is something spiritual out there, as most people can now see how the pursuit of material possessions, pleasure and status is not the answer to a persons reason for existence.  In the heart of every human being is a desire to be in fellowship with God, our creator and maker.  All of us have been made in the image of God, and we were all created to be in fellowship with God.  However right from the outset man chose to rebel against God and do his own thing.  

The first man and woman created by God, Adam and Eve, were made in God’s likeness and image.  God gave them the opportunity to eat of every good thing except from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because God knew that if they did eat fruit from this tree, and knew the difference between good and evil, the human race would begin to war against one another.  The number of wars and divorces are testimony to this as people argue and fight amongst one another, each believing that they are right and that the other person is wrong.       

This choice by our ancestors to rebel against God’s wisdom resulted in the human race being separated from God, as they chose to listen to the voice of a serpent who enticed the first couple to disobey God’s instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  This serpent was actually one of a large number of angels who were evicted from Heaven as they wished to take over from God in Heaven.  Rebellion against God has therefore existed in man from the beginning of time, and this is why the bible says that no one seeks after God but everyone turns to his or her own ways.

However, man has always missed having a relationship with God, and deep down everyone longs to know God.  It is for this reason that so many people are seeking a spiritual reality in so many ways, all of which are a substitute to having a real and personal relationship with God.  Many people burn incense or pray to Krishna or read the horoscopes seeking a meaning and purpose for living, however none of these can fill the void that only the Spirit of God can fill in our lives when we invite Jesus Christ to come into our hearts to be our Lord and Saviour.  

The spirit of every human is lonely until it is reconnected to God and this is the reason why so many people are lonely when they are by themselves and even in a crowd.  Deep down their spirits are longing to be back in fellowship with God, because man was created to be in fellowship with God.  All of us can however have a spiritual encounter with God because two thousand years ago God sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our rebellious and sinful ways, so that all who call upon His name and humble themselves can immediately resume fellowship with God.  Only Jesus has paid the penalty for our sinful and rebellious ways.  

When He died on the cross He took every single sin that we will ever commit upon Himself, as He became a sacrifice for all of our sins.  On the cross Jesus Christ exchanged His righteousness for our sin, and for all those who ask Jesus to be their 

Lord and Saviour, they immediately have their sin exchanged for His righteousness.  When Jesus prayed to His Father whether there was another way that mankind could come back into fellowship with Him, He knew that there was not.  The bible says that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins, so Jesus shed His blood on the cross for all of us so that all of our sins can be washed away when we call upon His name.  

Everyone deep down longs to be in a relationship with God and today you too can experience the peace that comes from having a relationship with God.  All you have to do is receive the gift of eternal life and salvation by humbling yourself and admitting your sinful nature, and asking Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour, so that all of your sins will be forgiven.  When you ask Jesus Christ to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour you are once again back in relationship with God and He only sees the righteousness of Jesus Christ in your heart.  

Right now you can repent of your sins and turn to live for God, and ask Jesus Christ to come into your heart and life to be your Lord and Saviour, so that you can have that spiritual relationship with God that everyone deep down seeks.

Jesus said, behold I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door of their heart, I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.  Only you however, can open the door of your heart to Jesus Christ, and right now He is touching your heart just longing for you to invite Him into your life to be your Lord and Saviour from this moment on.

“He who wins souls is wise”
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