CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 13 – THE IMPORTANCE OF OVERCOMING (DEALING WITH) OFFENSES

In this life we all have the potential to be offended by others. Jesus Himself even warned that in the last days just prior to His Second Coming, many would be offended and even betray one another. Jesus said, “And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:10-13) 
Sometimes offenses can simply spring up because we misunderstand people, or because of differences in our personality types, cultural backgrounds or experiences that we have had in life. At times it may even be as a result of having unrealistic expectations about people in our life. Jesus Himself said to His disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come!” (Luke 17:1) The Bible tells how King Saul became offended and jealous of David after he had returned from slaughtering the Philistines, when the women sang as they danced that “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” This jealousy was so strong that King Saul even sought to kill David. (1 Samuel 18:5-11)  It is so important that we learn to take all wrong thoughts captive (2 Corinthians 10:4-5) and that we continually guard our hearts with all diligence. (Proverbs 4:23) Having grace towards others helps us to not take on offenses in life.
Having good relationships with others and with God is the key to experiencing the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10. When we become offended with others, it negatively affects both our relationship with God and with those that we relate to in life. The bible makes it clear that a root of bitterness defiles many. (Hebrews 12:14-15)  Being in unity with other believers is a major key to experiencing God’s blessing and power in our life and to being effective in witnessing to non Christians.  Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Being connected to other believers and being involved in a local church fellowship is crucial if our lives are to bear much fruit as Christians. (Psalm 92:13-14) God will invariably connect us with other Christians who will help us to fulfill His plan and purpose for our life as we help them to fulfill God’s plan for their life. For this reason the Devil is always looking for an opportunity to offend believers to take them out of fellowship. When an ember is within a fire place it burns brightly. However, when the ember is spat out of the fire it quickly begins to die out and grow cold.  So too does a Christian begin to struggle in their walk with the Lord when they withdraw from fellowship with other believers. 
I will now share 7 keys that can help Christians to avoid taking on offenses.
1) ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE BEST IN OTHERS The Devil will always try and magnify the faults in others. If we are not walking close to the Lord we are more prone to seeing the faults in others and to overlooking their good points. Continually emphasizing and acknowledging the good points and virtues of others is a key to building strong friendships. Learning to esteem others better than our self is a key to overcoming offenses. We must also be sensitive to what may be going on in the lives of others when they appear to be a little abrupt towards us. We all at times can encounter challenging situations which may make us a little less tolerant towards others. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” (Philippians 2:3)
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Honour all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” (1 Peter 2:17)

2) WE MUST BE AWARE OF OUR OWN SHORTCOMINGS None of us are perfect. We will all let others down at times. We must ensure that we do not take ourselves too seriously in life. The world does not revolve around us. We need to be more focused on turning our own weaknesses into strengths than looking for the faults in others. In Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 we read, “Also do not take to heart everything people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. For many times, also, your own heart has known that even you have cursed others.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.” (Romans 2:1-2) and 
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3)

Jesus Himself said, “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.” “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:1-5)
3) ALWAYS LIVE IN A WAY WHERE YOU SEEK GOD’S APPROVAL RATHER THAN MANS APPROVAL 
In doing this we are less likely to be disappointed and offended when others do not appreciate what we have done for them. We are far more likely to be offended in life if we continually desire to receive praises and acceptance from people. At times we will not be appreciated for what we have done for others. God however always honours those who serve Him. (John 12:26) We must learn to do all things as to the Lord in life.
In the book of Hebrews we read, “For God is not unjust to forget you work and labour of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” (Hebrews 6:10) The Apostle Paul also wrote, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)
4) BE COMMITTED TO LIVING A LIFE OF HUMILITY AND LIVING FOR OTHERS (Romans 12:9-21) 
We must continually choose to love and forgive others. Love is always a choice and the feelings follow. We must be quick to try and reconcile any differences in friendships. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-27) We need to consistently look at building up and encouraging others with our words. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue…”   (Proverbs 18:21) In the book of Proverbs we also read, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1) and “A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23) Being slow to speak and quick to listen is one major key that can help us to avoid offending others. We must also avoid the tendency to want to always defend ourselves. God will always vindicate us if we are in the right. It is better to concede in an argument and win a friend than to win an argument and lose a friend. We must always be humble enough to say that I am sorry. Jesus Christ was our example of humility. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bond servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8)

5) ALWAYS MAKE SPENDING TIME WITH THE LORD YOUR HIGHEST PRIORITY IN LIFE.  
We grow in our love for people by allowing Christ to be formed more and more in our life. When we love people with His unconditional love we do not become offended with others. The more time that we spend in His presence the more we are able to love like Christ.  Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
Continually renewing our mind with the Word of God, (Romans 12:2) (Joshua 1:7-8) praying for God’s strength and love to forgive others, (Matthew 26:41) being continually filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and living a lifestyle of worship, (Colossians 3:16) are all disciplines that help us to overcome offenses in life. As we spend time in the presence of the Lord we become more like Him. Jesus showed us how to forgive others. On the cross He said as they ridiculed Him, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” (Luke 23:34)
6) BE COMMITTED TO STAYING WHERE GOD PLACES YOU We must not allow rejection or fear of rejection to cause us to run from where God has placed us and from what He has planned for our life. He will promote us in due time. God’s plan for our life will always unfold in the context of working together with others. We must simply learn to overcome any rejection by others with God’s love. His love has been poured out in the heart of every Believer by the Holy Spirit. (Romans 5:5) If we stay where the Lord places us, our lives will bear much fruit. In the book of Psalms we read, “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.” (Psalm 92:13-14)
7) REFUSE TO DWELL ON YOUR PAST HURTS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS. We must continually keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and His plan for our future. We must choose not to dwell on our past disappointments, failures and the injustices that we have experienced in life. We must simply refuse to live in the past. Starting each day afresh with a clean slate is a key to maintaining a sweet spirit and to overcoming offenses. The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)
