CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 1 - HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE
INTRODUCTION:

This is the first of a series of one page teachings which will give keys to leading a fruitful and overcoming Christian life. Each teaching will include one key with seven points to reflect on (one per day). Each point will also contain one or more scriptures to meditate on, to help people to implement these keys in their own life. The first key is having a clear God given vision for our life. (All Scriptures come from the New King James Bible.) 
WHY DO WE NEED A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE?
1) IT GIVES US A CLEAR FOCUS IN LIFE (We have one life to store up treasures for eternity.  Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to make the most of our life. Having a clear vision for our life helps us to number our days. Each day once lived can never be regained. Each day of our life is a gift from God. Knowing and following God’s will for our life, enables us to make the most of every day of our life here on earth.)

The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)
2) WE ARE BETTER ABLE TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE (Our future is determined by the choices that we make today. Having a clear vision helps us to make wise choices in life each day.  We cannot change our past but we can make wise choices in the future. Having a clear Kingdom focus for our life helps us to be disciplined when we face temptations and trials.)

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)

3) WE CAN PRAYERFULLY MAKE PLANS TO SEE THE VISION COME TO PASS (With a clear vision for our life we can make plans to see the vision come to pass. As we continually commit our plans to the Lord He will guide and direct our every step in life. As we are faithful in the little things God begins to enlarge His vision for our life. A clear vision for our life helps us to make plans and to take steps of action to see the vision come to pass.)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5) and
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)
4) GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE (His plan leads to abundant life. The moment a person enters into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ they also enter into God’s plan for their life. As believers we must continually maintain a close and intimate walk with the Lord, so as to ensure that we stay on course with what God has planned for our life. Given the times that we are now living in, it is imperative that every believer knows God’s will for their life. Jesus Himself warned that in the last days many would be offended and betray one another and because of lawlessness, the love of many would grow cold. (Matthew 24:10 & 13) God’s unique plan for every believer’s life is full of purpose and meaning, but not exempt of problems.)
Maintaining an intimate walk with the Lord is crucial in the times that we are living in and is the key to continually knowing the will of God for our life.  

The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

5) GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR GREATER THAN WHAT WE COULD EVER IMAGINE (God is never limited by our ability but only by our availability. If we wholeheartedly follow God’s plan for our life we will see Him performing great things in and through our life. God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness and He empowers us to do great tasks for His glory. He is also able to redeem our lives from the deepest of pits and to turn around the circumstances in our life for our good.)

Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)

In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)   
6) IF WE TRUST IN THE LORD AND COMMIT OUR PLANS TO HIM HE WILL DIRECT OUR STEPS
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

7) WHEN WE PUT JESUS CHRIST FIRST IN OUR LIFE HE PROMISES TO MEET OUR EVERY NEED      (As we seek and follow God’s plan for our life all that we need in life will be added to us)
Jesus Himself said, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?” 

So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33)   
