PART 4: KEYS TO HELP CHRISTIANS TO WALK IN VICTORY

i) TRUSTING IN THE ABSOLUTE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  (Hebrews 11:6)

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”  (2 Corinthians 1:20)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
ii) PUTTING THE PAST BEHIND (Not dwelling on our past failures)

The Apostle Paul said, “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended, but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.  (Philippians 3:13)  We must also not became complacent by looking back at our past achievements and successes, but be looking to what God has for us now.  

iii) WALKING IN OBEDIENCE
The Prophet Samuel said to King Saul “Obedience is better than sacrifice”  (1 Samuel 15:22b)  As a result of King Saul’s disobedience towards God, he was rejected as King of Israel.  God also promises to bless those who obey His voice.  (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)

WALKING IN OBEDIENCE IS A KEY TO LEADING A FULFILLED AND VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE WHICH, BEARS MUCH FRUIT FOR ALL ETERNITY (Eternal Rewards)

iv) HAVING GODLY FRIENDSHIPS
Your choice of friends will significantly affect your Christian walk.  To surround yourself with Godly relationships and good mentors is a key to fulfilling your God given destiny.  These Godly relationships will help you to grow in your faith, to avoid potential snares and traps of the enemy and to see you realize your God given potential.

Ungodly friendships on the other hand can negatively affect your Christian walk, and even prevent you from fulfilling God’s best plan for your life.  

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.  (Proverbs 12:26)
“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”  (1 Cor. 15:33)

v) WALKING IN HUMILITY
Walking in humility is the key to being used mightily by God.  God uses those people who are humble, with a servant heart, who esteem others better than themselves and always give all the glory to God.  When a Christian leads a crucified life where they seek to serve and encourage others, God can raise them up to do great things for His Kingdom.

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  (1 Corinthians 10:31)

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.”  (Philippians 2:3)

“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”   (James 4:10) 

vi) SPENDING QUALITY TIME WITH GOD (INTIMACY)

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:4)

“Wait on the Lord, And keep His way, And He shall exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.”  (Psalm 37:34)

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  (Psalm 16:11)

vii) HAVING A GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD (BIBLE)
Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

Studying and Meditating on the Word of God is a key to walking in victory as a Christian.  By reading the Word, our old and dysfunctional mindsets are replaced by God’s truth about our lives, and how we should relate to others.  God’s Word also makes it clear that He has plans only to prosper us and to give us a future and hope.

Reading the Bible enables us to walk in the grace, freedom and authority that God wants us to, so that we can be a light in this world, as our lives become a living example of the life transforming power of the gospel to restore broken lives. MEMORIZING Scripture is a great habit to get into, as it helps to establish our faith, whilst increasing the effectiveness of our preaching and witnessing.

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”  (Psalm 1:1-3)     

viii) BEING PLANTED IN A CHURCH (Psalm 92:13-14)
Being planted in a local church enables a believer to grow in their faith as they interact with other believers.  As ministry is about people, such healthy interaction with other believers is necessary for all Christians to become mature in their faith and to develop Godly attitudes and relationship skills.  This regular church fellowship is even more important for all those new believers who have come from a very dysfunctional family, or a broken home.  

It is within the church family that new believers can be encouraged to grow in Christian character so that they will become victorious in all areas of their life. Every Christian has an assigned mission field.  For this reason, it is so important for new believers to be planted in a local church, so that they can be equipped to share with their unsaved friends and workmates.  (Psalm 84)   

ix) CHOOSING TO WALK IN LOVE AND FORGIVENESS
Choosing to walk in love and forgiveness and continually yielding to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, will enable a believer to grow in the fruit of the Spirit.  Unforgiveness however, can cause a person to develop a root of bitterness which has the potential to affect (defile) many others.  Jesus emphasized the importance of both walking in forgiveness and loving others: 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 13:34-35)

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.  And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”  (Mark 11:24-26)

x) BEING A PERSON OF PRAYER
Prayer is a key to maintaining a victorious Christian walk.  God wants to be a part of all our life and to see us succeed in every area of our life.  Prayer helps us to be God focused and God dependent.  Prayer enables us to remain strong during the midst of trials and temptations.  Time on our knees will help us grow closer to God.  

Kneeling down in prayer is one way in which we can descend to greatness.  As we humble ourselves in prayer, God can then raise us up to do great and mighty things for His Kingdom.  Humility and God dependence go together.  We can do all things through Christ Who strengthens us.  (Philippians 4:13) 

THE ANSWERED PRAYER

The bible is full of promises that God will answer all of our prayers that are in accordance with His will.  Jesus Himself said:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (John 14:12-14)


In Chapter 5 of 1 John, this promise of the answered prayer is again given:


“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions, that we have asked of Him.”  (1 John 5:14-15)


SOME FINAL COMMENTS ABOUT THE ANSWERED PRAYER (By Larry Lea)

Prayer is agreeing with God’s will.  Immature faith tries to manipulate God.  It looks for spiritual shortcuts and formulas guaranteed to produce an answer to any request.  But true prayer is not a human effort at persuading God or forcing our will on Him.


True prayer is founded upon finding and coming into agreement with God’s will.                (1 John 5:14)  We ask according to His will; then we stand in faith, confident that God hears us and that what we ask for is already ours. (1 John 5:15)  


To pray with authority and to receive answers to your prayers, we must make sure that we ask according to His will.  If we do not know His will, we can ask Him. (James 1:5) 

Believing that God hears our petitions has then already set the answer into motion.
We must then continue to pray and thank Him until His will is accomplished.  We must always be persistent and tenacious in our prayer life.  THIS IS TRUE PRAYER
xi) SEEKING TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE
“Commit your works to the Lord, And your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)  “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth”  (Colossians 3:2)  Abundant life comes from following God’s plan for your life.

xii)  WE NEED COMMITMENT TO FINISH HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

“For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.”  (Hebrews 10:36)

xii) WE MUST NEVER GROW WEARY IN DOING GOOD
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”  (Galatians 6:9)







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2

