APPENDIX I

THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF EVANGELISM
(Seven keys to effectively communicating our faith)
1) OBEDIENCE

i) Partnering with God  (John 12:26)  (1 Corinthians 15:58)
ii) 
His plan for our life (Proverbs 16:3) (Ephesians 2:10)
iii) His ways (Isaiah 55:8-9) / A yielded vessel (Luke 9:23)
iv) Jesus is Lord of ALL our life (Galatians 2:20)
v) We need to be willing to share our faith at any time. We need to be ready to share both in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2) 
2) FAITH IN GOD
i) Knowing our authority in Christ. (Healing and Deliverance)        (Mark 16:17-18)  (Matthew 16:19)  (Luke 10:19)  (Isaiah 54:17)  (1 John 4:4)
ii) Jesus said even greater things would we do than He did (John 14:12)
iii) Knowing God’s promises for all believers (2 Corinthians 1:20)
iv) Trusting in God’s faithfulness and being prepared to step out by faith to serve Him. (Matthew 21:21-22)  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
v) Trusting the Lord in every area of our life. (It is a choice)
3) LOVE
i) As Believers we need to allow the love which God has poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, to flow through our lives to touch the lives of others. (Romans 5:5)
ii) The two great commandments. Love God with all you heart and love others as you love yourself  (Mark 12:30-31)  (John 15:12-13)
iii) We need to abide in Christ and always make Him our first love. (John 15:4-5)  (Jude 21)  (Psalm 37:4)  (Galatians 6:14)
iv) The importance of walking in the Spirit so that our lives reflect the fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)  (Matthew 5:16)  The importance of being the gospel.

v) We need to have compassion for the lost (Matthew 9:35-36) and have a heart to see the lost come to Christ.

vi) Love is a choice.  We need to walk in humility. Knowledge puffs up but love edifies.  (1 Corinthians 8:1)
vii) WE NEED TO DEAL WITH ANY REJECTION IN OUR OWN LIVES.  Perfect love casts out all fear.  (1 John 4:18)   
4) ACCEPTANCE OF OTHERS (No critical spirit)
i) We need to see people the way Jesus would  (John 3:16-17)         (Psalm 139:17-18) (Mark 8:1-3)
ii)  We need to look into the eyes of people. The sorrow and pain that people have experienced in life can be seen in their eyes

iii) We need to learn to identify with the pain in the lives of others. When we understand the past rejections and sufferings that people have experienced, it is easier to love them if they reject us.

iv) We must continually walk in forgiveness towards others.                 (We must keep a soft heart)
v) Jesus was our example of forgiveness. On the cross He said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” (Luke 23:34)  (Matthew 18:21-22)
vi) We must avoid any tendency towards being critical or judgemental towards others. (Matthew 7:1-5)  It is very hard to witness to any person to whom we have a bad attitude.
vii) Our love must never be conditional.  We must always be looking for opportunities to affirm the potential in people.  We need to look at those who are lost in terms of who they can be in Christ. JESUS CAME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THE LOST 


  (Luke 19:10)  (Luke 15:7)  (Luke 15:10)
viii) We must always have grace and wisdom when ministering to others.  (Colossians 4:5-6)
5) KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORD

i) Having a good understanding of the Gospel is a key to effective evangelism.  (2 Timothy 2:15)  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  (Romans 1:16)
ii) The importance of preaching the word in the power of the Holy Spirit.  (2 Timothy 4:1-2)  (John 6:63)  (1 Corinthians 2:4)
iii) We need to have a good grasp of the Grace of God. (The Lord our righteousness)  (Philippians 3:9)  (Romans 3:24)  Salvation is a gift. (Faith alone)   (Ephesians 2:8-9)  (Romans 6:23)  (John 3:16)
iv) We need to know the forgiveness of God. God forgives and forgets our past sins.  (Isaiah 43:25)
v) When a lost sinner is “Born Again” he becomes a new creation.        (2 Corinthians 5:17)  A child of God.  (John 1:12)
vi) God is the God of “Second Chances.”  God redeems lives from destruction.  (Psalm 103:2-5)
vii) We need to know and believe in the life transforming power of the Gospel message.  (Romans 10:14-17)  (1 Thessalonians 1:5)
viii) We need to know that God has a future and a hope for all people.  (Jeremiah 29:11)  (Romans 2:11)  (John 6:37)  (John 10:10)
ix) We need to know that God has a unique plan for every Believer’s life.  (Ephesians 2:10)  (John 15:16)
x) We need to know and share about the future hope that we have in Christ.  (John 14:1-3)  (1 Thessalonians 4:18)  (Revelation 21:1-5)
6) WE NEED TO LIVE A LIFESTYLE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER (We need to spend time in the presence of God)
i) To be effective in our witnessing to others, it is imperative that we have an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  Apart from Him we can do nothing.  (John 15:4-5)  (Philippians 4:13)
ii) Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of worship.  “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”  (John 4:23)
iii) God changes our heart as we worship Him with all of our heart. (Psalm 37:4)  King David was a worshiper and he was the only person in the Bible who was said to be a man after the heart of God.  King David wrote, “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”  (Psalm 34:1)
iv) Worship and prayer are both keys to preparing our hearts for effective evangelism.  (Acts 16:25-26)  Anointed worship also helps to open up the hearts of unbelievers to receive the gospel message.

v) When we pray for the lost we begin to get a greater passion for seeing the lost come to Christ.  (Colossians 4:2-3)  (Luke 10:2)
vi) Jesus Christ must always be our first love.  (Matthew 6:33)   (Revelation 2:1-5) The more we love Him the more we begin to have His compassion for the lost.  When we have His compassion for the lost, we begin to preach the gospel with passion.
7) WE NEED TO DEPEND ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

i) We must allow the Holy Spirit to minister through us. (John 14:26)     (1 Corinthians 2:4-5)  (Zechariah 4:6)
ii) We must minister from our heart and not from our intellect. WE MUST CONTINUALLY ALLOW THE LORD TO CHANGE OUR HEART. WE NEED TO PRAY AND ASK HIM TO REMOVE ANY IDOLS FROM OUR HEART. “...For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”  (Matthew 12:34b)
iii) Like King David, our cry to God should be, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)
iv) Our hearts are changed as we meditate on the word of God.  The word of God needs to go from our head into our heart.” (Joshua 1:8) 
v) As Christians we need to be constantly filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)
vi) As we meditate on the word of God and allow the Holy Spirit to change us, God changes us from glory to glory as He begins to replace our old ungodly attitudes with His Godly attitudes.  
vii) As we learn to walk in the Spirit (Romans 8:14) we become more sensitive to God’s leading and we are able to share a word in season to those who are lost.  
viii) As Christians it is imperative that we minister words of life to those we are witnessing to.  Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63)
ix) Jesus emphasised the importance of all Believers being baptised in the Holy Spirit to empower them to be effective in witnessing to the lost. (Acts 1:5) (Acts 1:8)  (John 7:37-39)
x) After experiencing much persecution the first church began to pray for boldness. “And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31) 
xi) The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  (2 Corinthians 3:17) 
BASED UPON THE ABOVE SEVEN KEYS TO EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATING OUR FAITH, IT IS GOOD DO DEVELOP THE FOLLOWING TWELVE WITNESSING HABITS 
1) Allowing the Holy Spirit to direct you to people.    (Divine Appointments) 
If we learn to walk consistently in the Spirit, we will be more open to taking advantage of the divine appointments (opportunities) that God gives us on a regular basis to share our faith with others.

2) Not meditating on what you will say.

We need to allow the Holy Spirit to guide our conversations and preaching when we witness to others.  (WE NEED TO SHARE FROM OUR HEARTS) (Luke 21:14-15)
3) Getting involved in the lives of others. Friendship Evangelism (First the natural and then the spiritual)



We need to ask questions about a person’s life as we reach out and witness to them.  We need to be a friend first and have a genuine interest in their life.  We must never just look at people as being another notch in our evangelical belt.  We must always be looking at leading people to Christ and then helping them to become a part of a loving bible based church community. BE A GOOD LISTENER. Do not just listen to answer back, but listen to understand what people are sharing with you. We need to first get an idea of what a person’s felt needs are and then as the Holy Spirit leads, making them aware of their need for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
4) Never get involved in religious debates.



Jesus said blessed are the peace makers. (Matthew 5:9)
5) Practically serve people if possible. 



As we reach out to the lost we need to seek the Lord for ways that we can also practically love and serve people.  It is the goodness of God which leads people to repentance.  Often little acts of kindness can open up people’s hearts to receive the gospel message.  Giving meals to the poor invariably opens their hearts to the gospel message. We must allow people to see the love of Christ in our own lives.
6) Be sensitive to how receptive a person is to the gospel



For some people you may just simply do a kind act and bless them in the Name of Jesus. (For those who are unsaved and uninterested in the gospel) For some you may just leave them a tract to read whilst for others you may share a testimony with them of your own life changing encounter with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 12:11) For some people you will be able to share the entire gospel with them and lead them to Christ. 

The apostle Paul wrote, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more...I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:19 & 22b) 
7) Spend quality time with people.



As a general rule we should never be rushed or driven when sharing our faith with other people. When we are sharing our faith with them, they should be able to sense that we have a genuine interest in their life. There will of course be times, such as when you are on a bus and have only five minutes to share with someone your faith, that you may only have the opportunity of quickly sharing the gospel.  In a world which is full of loneliness and broken relationships, people are looking for meaningful relationships in their life. 



Our willingness to spend some quality time with an unbeliever and to share the hope that we have in Christ with them, has the potential to have a major impact on their life. As Christians we can spend half an hour with a person who has given up on life and leave them with a hope that with Christ no situation is ever impossible.  Jesus was always prepared to spend time with those who were lost as He shared about the Kingdom of God. (Luke 19:1-10)  (Matthew 9:9-13)
8) Be open and transparent. BE REAL.


As Christians we need to genuine when sharing with others and be willing to identify with the challenges that others may be going through.  We will all experience tough times in life. (2 Timothy 3:12) (Acts 14:22) We must be naturally spiritual. Though we are in this world we are not of this world. But in this world we will always, like all unbelievers experience trying situations. However we can share with unbelievers how Jesus Christ helps us through the tough times.

9) Never try and win an argument or try and force others to agree with our Christian beliefs.

It is so important that all that we do in terms of witnessing is done in love.   (1 Corinthians 13:1-2)  We must avoid entering into any arguments or debates with unbelievers or believers. (Titus 3:9)  
The apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy, “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth.” (2 Timothy 2:23-25)  

It is so important that we always share the truth in love with unbelievers. Jesus Himself had great compassion for the lost and ministered with both grace and truth. (John 1:17)   It is the goodness of God that leads people to repentance. (Romans 2:4)  We must always endeavour to share our faith in the power of the Holy Spirit. As we allow the Holy Spirit to minister through us to unbelievers, they will be convicted of their sin and come to Christ. “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts,” (Zechariah 4:6b)

10) Ministering to the same sex is generally advisable


Ministering to those of the same sex is generally advisable when sharing our faith with unbelievers.  We must always exercise wisdom and discernment when ministering to those of the opposite sex as the devil is always looking for opportunities to cause Christians to stumble.  
We must always guard against co-dependent counselling where affirmation comes from helping others. Being accountable to others is a great safeguard when ministering to others of the opposite sex.  One example of such a healthy accountability is when a husband and wife minister together.  The bible says not even to give an appearance of evil in what we do in life.  Therefore ministering to people of the opposite sex in isolation would never be considered advisable.


In a world which is full of lust the advice in the epistle of Jude is good to heed, “And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garments defiled by the flesh.”  (Jude 22-23)

11) The importance of being friendly to those who we minister to. A SOFT ANSWER TURNS AWAY WRATH

Walking in the Spirit and being friendly to those we are witnessing to is a key to effective soul winning.  When people become a little agitated it is imperative that we maintain the peace.  Jesus said blessed are the peace makers. (Matthew 5:9)  Sometimes it is just good to agree to disagree on a certain issue if it does not relate to the gospel message.

Letting people speak and listening to what they are saying will also help to open up the hearts of unbelievers to receive the gospel message.  If we tell people that we understand why they are feeling frustrated or angry, we will then be more empowered to share our own experience as a Christian.

It is important that we never react out of a sense of being rejected but that we continually walk in the Spirit when witnessing to unbelievers.  WE ARE NEVER HOWEVER MEANT TO CAST OUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE.  (Matthew 7:6)  We are not expected to share our faith with those who are openly aggressive and hostile to the gospel message. 
BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN OUR WITNESSING HELPS US TO AVOID UNNECESSARY DEBATES AND CONFRONTATIONS WITH OTHERS.  Being sensitive to WHEN to share with people is a key to effective personal evangelism.

Walking in humility and love towards others helps to open up the hearts of those that we are witnessing to.  A soft answer will always help to turn away wrath.  Proverbs 16:32 emphasises the importance of having self control. “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit that he who takes a city.”
12) MOST IMPORTANTLY, we need to prepare our heart before commencing any ministry outreach.

As Christians it is important that we are both full of the Word and the Spirit.  Studying the gospel Scriptures and memorising them helps us to be more effective in sharing our faith. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17 & 4:2) The apostle Paul also emphasised the importance of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)

Before commencing an outreach we should commit the time in prayer to the Lord and ask Him for Divine appointments.  A time of worship also helps to prepare our hearts to love those who we will be meeting. IT IS OUR AGAPE LOVE FOR OTHER PEOPLE WHICH WILL BE OUR GREATEST WITNESS AS CHRISTIANS TO THE LOST
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