APPENDIX D
WE MUST PREACH THE ONE TRUE GOSPEL

The apostle Paul emphasised the importance of not adding to or taking away from the gospel message. In his letter to the churches in the region of Galatia the apostle Paul warned the churches not to depart from the purity of the gospel and to preach a different gospel. (Galatians 1:8-9)  As Christians we must never be tempted to dilute the gospel or to leave out the call to repentance to make the gospel more appealing to others. Nor must we ever add good works as being a basis for obtaining salvation. 
The apostle Paul made this very clear in his letter to the churches in Galatia, “knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)  Salvation only comes through repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. “For by Grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

There is power in the gospel message. It is so important that we do not add to or dilute the gospel message. We need to be ready in season and out of season to preach the gospel.  (See 2 Timothy 4:2)

This teaching contains a number of thoughts on the importance of preaching uncompromisingly the pure gospel to the lost.

WHEN WE PREACH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE PEOPLE ARE SAVED

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)

THE TRUTH SETS PEOPLE FREE

Jesus Himself said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE GOD

“You are My witnesses,” says the LORD, “And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me.”  (Isaiah 43:10)
“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.”  (Isaiah 44:6)

EVERY OTHER THING THAT IS WORSHIPPED IS CALLED AN IDOL. THE BIBLE SAYS IDOLATRY IS FOOLISHNESS

“Those who make an image, all of them are useless, And their precious things shall not profit; They are their own witnesses; They neither see nor know, that they may be ashamed.  Who would form a god or mould an image that profits him nothing?”    (Isaiah 44:9-10)

“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshippers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.” (Acts 17:16-17)

ONLY JESUS CAN SAVE US FROM OUR SINS

“I, even I, am the LORD, And besides Me there is no saviour.”  (Isaiah 43:11)

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:12)

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  (John 14:6)

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)

WE MUST NOT ADD TO OR DISTORT THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.  For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:8-10)

WE MUST NEVER BE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

The Apostle Paul said, “and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
    (Ephesians 6:19-20)

WE MUST PREACH REPENTANCE TOWARDS GOD AND FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  WE MUST NEVER LEAVE OUT THE CALL TO REPENTANCE

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 4:19)
After John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

WE NEED TO ALWAYS PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED

The apostle Paul wrote, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)

“but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness.”  (1 Corinthians 1:23)

“And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  (1 Corinthians 2:1-2)

“But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 
 (Galatians 6:14)
THE FATHER’S HEART FOR THE LOST

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)

JESUS GREAT LOVE FOR US

“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  (Hebrews 12:2) 

IT IS THE GOODNESS OF GOD THAT LEADS PEOPLE TO REPENTANCE

The apostle Paul wrote, “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance.”  (Romans 2:4)

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8)

IT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO CONVICTS PEOPLE OF THEIR SINS. WE MUST PREACH IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. (NOT WITH HUMAN WISDOM)  The Apostle Paul wrote, “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” (1 Corinthians 2:4)
Jesus Himself said, 
“But now I go away to Him who sent Me ... It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.

And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”  (John 16:5, 7-11)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”  (1 Corinthians 2:4-5)

WE MUST PREACH THE ENTIRE GOSPEL 

(THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD)

The Apostle Paul said, “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”  (Acts 20:27)
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