7 KEYS TO HELP FIND YOUR FIT IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE.

The Bible makes it clear that all people have a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11) and that God is able to restore even the most broken of lives.  (Psalm 103:2-5) Jesus made it clear that there were two different paths that we can take in life, the narrow path, which leads to eternal life, or the broad path, which leads to destruction. Jesus said,
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)
Jesus also said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

ENTRY INTO GOD’S KINGDOM AND BECOMING A PART OF THE FAMILY OF GOD (ENTERING IN BY THE NARROW GATE) COMES WHEN A PERSON MAKES A CHOICE TO TURN FROM THEIR SINS (REPENT) AND TO RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS THEIR PERSONAL LORD AND SAVIOUR. ONCE BECOMING A BELIEVER THEY MUST THEN APPROPRIATE THEIR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

As believers we all have a particular destiny and purpose in life as we follow God’s plan for our life. (Ephesians 2:10)
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.”  (John 15:16)  

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”  (1 Corinthians 12:18)  “And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”  
(1 Corinthians 12:26)

WE ALL NEED EACH OTHER IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

How then can we find and follow God’s plan for our life?  How can we know that we are in the centre of God’s will for our life?  How can we make our lives count, so that we will bear fruit that will remain?   The following seven keys will help you to know more clearly what God has planned for your life, and help you to find and follow His best plan for your Life.

1) GENUINELY COMMIT YOUR WAYS TO THE LORD


God will guide and direct our life if we give Him control over our life.  God wants our life to have a meaning and purpose.  He wants us to experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke of. God’s ways are far higher than our ways. (Isaiah 55:8-9)

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  


(Proverbs 16:3)  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.  (Psalm 37:5)






           

2) SEEK GOD FOR A VISION FOR YOUR LIFE

We all need to have a vision and clear focus for our life.  We all need to seek God to know His plan for our life.  Once we have a vision for our life, we can begin to pray for direction to see that vision come to pass.  Having a clear vision for our life will also help to attract others with a similar vision. We all need one another. Every God given vision will require the help of others to see it come to pass. Once we have a clear vision for our life, we can then prayerfully seek God each day for His guidance in making plans and commitments to see the vision become a reality.

Having a vision and focus also helps us to overcome and avoid the temptations and snares that would try and destroy God’s best plan for our life.  Without a vision people perish, plans go astray, and people begin to become discouraged as they deal with the challenges of this life without a focus for their life.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: ... ” (Proverbs 29:18a) KJV
The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.  For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie.  Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.”  (Habakkuk 2:2-3)    

3) WHAT YOU LIKE DOING IS GENERALLY GOD’S DIRECTION 

As we spend time in God’s presence, He will begin to place desires on our heart, who to ring, what to do, and ways to serve Him.  When we get desires to do things to glorify God and to help others, these are generally from God. The Bible says in the Book of Psalms, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)  What we are passionate about doing is generally the ministry call upon our life.  
For a person who loves sharing his faith, a desire to commence an open- air outreach in the City to see the streets touched with the gospel and love of Jesus Christ is most likely God’s next step for their life.  For a person with a teaching and pastoral gift, a desire to start a small group to build up new Christians is most likely God’s next step for their life.

Or if a Christian, who loves working in the corporate world, has a burning desire to start up his own business to fund Christian ministries is presented with an opportunity to pursue a new business venture, and he has a great peace about pursuing this business, it is quite likely that this is God’s next step for their life.

God gives visions and dreams and births them in our spirit. It is God who puts on our heart things to do for His Kingdom.  God will often direct us by putting a strong desire in our heart to do something for Him.  We must be careful not to overanalyse every situation, but rather, to be more led by the Godly desires that He places on our hearts.





        
   

4) BE PLANTED IN THE HOUSE OF GOD
It is very important that every believer is planted in a local church.  It is within a local church setting that Christians can grow in their faith, and have a support network to help them to see their God given destiny come to pass.

Having mentors and other mature Christians in our life, gives us checks and balances to ensure that we do not deviate off track in our Christian walk.  The Bible says much about the importance of having church fellowship.

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing.”  

(Psalm 92:13-14)

“For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, And in a multitude of counselors there is safety.”  (Proverbs 24:6)

“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account.  Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”  (Hebrews 13:17)

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much more as you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

5) KEEP CLOSE TO JESUS  (KNOW THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT)
Intimacy with the Lord is the key to following God’s plan for our life.  We must allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our lives.  As Christians we need to be continually led by the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)

It is crucial to spend quality time with the Lord and to know the voice of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

God’s best plan for our life will unfold if we continually maintain an intimate relationship with Him.

We must be careful that we never become like the church at Ephesus where they became so busy in doing ministry, that they left their first love, and lost their intimacy with Jesus.  We must allow the Lord to unfold His plan for our life, our church and for our businesses, as we continue to seek His face each and every step of the way.

The word of the Lord to Zerubbabel was, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.”  We too, must allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our steps in life, as we learn to just do what Jesus tells us to do.  “Unless the Lord builds the house, They labour in vain who build it;…” (Psalm 127:1)        
6) TRUST GOD   (PUT YOUR FAITH IN GOD ALONE)
It is so important to continually put all of our trust and faith in God. We can trust in His faithfulness.  Jesus will never leave nor forsake those who believe in Him.  God has the best plan for our life, and His ways are higher than our ways.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher that your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:8-9)

We must always ensure that we place our trust in God and not in men.  God will and does use people to help us, but ultimately our help comes from above.

Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, Whose heart departs from the Lord, For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall nor see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited.” (Jeremiah 17:5-6)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord, For He shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green and will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit. (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

7) OBEDIENCE (LET YOUR LIFE BE ONE OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD)
As we obediently follow God’s plan for our life He will begin to open up doors that no man can close, (Revelation 3:7-8) and we will experience His blessings in every area of our life. As we walk in obedience, the Lord will make us the head and not the tail and we shall be above only, and not be beneath. (Deuteronomy 28:13)
WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT IF WE TRUST AND OBEY GOD, OUR LIFE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD AND BEAR MUCH FRUIT WHICH WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY.

Jesus made it clear that apart from Him our lives will bear no fruit.

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)

 Jesus also made it clear that with God all things were possible for those who believe. Jesus said,  
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) 
If we continue to walk in obedience and to put our trust in Him, we will fully complete His plan for our life.

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.”  

(Psalm 37:23)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;” (Philippians 1:6)

WE MUST HOWEVER NEVER FORGET THAT WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE OTHERS
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